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CHAPTER 1

The Stumbling Block I

Beware the Stumbling Block

✦ ✦ ✦

“The Stumbling Block I”

Beware the stumbling block.

Yahusha told Peter that he was a stumbling block to him.

How did he cause the shepherd to stumble?

Before we answer that, let us look at the man Yahusha called his stumbling block, the man Yahusha dubbed as “Petros”, or, the stone.

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha, and on this rock I shall build My assembly, and the gates of She’ol  shall not overcome it.

Mat 16:19  “And I shall give you the keys of the reign of the heavens, and whatever you bind on earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be having been loosened in the heavens.”c Footnote: cBinding and loosening is a Hebrew idiom for exercising authority (to prohibit and permit).

There is much to be gleaned here in the two above verses. We will glean a little at a time.

First, let it be understood that Yahusha tells Simon of Jonah that he is “Petros”, or a “stone”, and then only a few verses later, reinforces this by telling him that he is a stumbling block.

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha,...

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me,”

“Stumbling block” is G4625:

G4625   (Strong)

σκάνδαλον

skandalon

skan'-dal-on

A “scandal”; probably from a derivative of G2578; a trap stick (bent sapling), that is, snare (figuratively cause of displeasure or sin): - occasion to fall (of stumbling), offence, thing that offends, stumbling-block.

In following the Strongs, we see that the name Kepha (Petros) is directly related to the word stumbling block.

G2786   (Strong)

Κηφᾶς

Kēphas

kay-fas'

Of Chaldee origin (compare [H3710]); the Rock; Cephas (that is, Kepha), surname of Peter: - Cephas.

In comparing Kepha to the Chaldea word keph:

H3710   (Strong)

כֵּף

kêph

kafe

From H3721; a hollow rock: - rock.

We see keph is derived from kaphaph:

H3721   (Strong)

כָּפַף

kâphaph

kaw-faf'

A primitive root; to curve: - bow down (self).

We see that kaphaph means to curve, to bow down.

Kaphaph is likened unto the “stumbling block”:

Again, the “stumbling block” from Matthew 16:

G4625   (Strong)

σκάνδαλον

skandalon

skan'-dal-on

A “scandal”; probably from a derivative of G2578; a trap stick (bent sapling), that is, snare (figuratively cause of displeasure or sin): - occasion to fall (of stumbling), offence, thing that offends, stumbling-block.

It is given the derivative of G2578:

G2578   (Strong)

κάμπτω

kamptō

kamp'-to

Apparently a primary verb; to bend: - bow.

Kampto is to bend, or bow, just as kaphaph is to curve, bow:

H3721   (Strong)

כָּפַף

kâphaph

kaw-faf'

A primitive root; to curve: - bow down (self).

So Simon of Jonah is Kepha, the stone of stumbling, and not just any stumbling block, but specifically, the block which causes Yahusha to stumble.

We will understand exactly how he makes them stumble, but first, more on Kepha.

“I Do Not Know You”

One of the things Peter is noted for is his denial of Yahusha.

Mat 26:33  And Kěpha answering, said to Him, “Even if all stumble in You, I shall never stumble.”

Mat 26:34  יהושע said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this night, before the cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.”

What does Yahusha say concerning those who deny him?:

Mat 10:33  “But whoever shall deny Me before men, him I shall also deny before My Father who is in the heavens.

So, did Peter actually deny Yahusha before men? Yahusha certainly said that he would:

Mat 26:34  יהושע said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this night, before the cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.”

But did he? Let us see:

Mat 26:69  And Kěpha sat outside in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him, saying, “And you were with יהושע of Galil.”

Mat 26:70  BUT HE DENIED IT BEFORE THEM ALL, saying, “I do not know what you say.”

Mat 26:71  And as he was going out into the porch, another girl saw him and said to those there, “And this one was with יהושע of Natsareth.”

Mat 26:72  But again HE DENIED WITH AN OATH, “I do not know the Man!”

Mat 26:73  And after a while those who stood by came to him and said to Kěpha, “Truly you are one of them too, for even your speech gives you away.”

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

Mat 26:75  And Kěpha remembered the word of יהושע who had said to him, “Before a cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.” And going out, he wept bitterly.

It looks like he did, and not just once, but three times, all before men, just as Yahusha said he would.

And what did Yahusha say concerning those who deny him before men?:

Mat 10:33  …him I shall also deny before My Father who is in the heavens.

What does this imply? It implies that for those who say “I do not know him”, they will hear “I do not know you,”

The irony in this is that Peter was one of the first who openly confessed that Yahusha was the prophesied Son of Man:

Mat 16:13  Now when יהושע came into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His taught ones, saying, “Who do men say the Son of Aḏam is?”

Mat 16:14  And they said, “Some say Yoḥanan the Immerser, and others Ěliyahu, and others Yirmeyahu or one of the prophets.”

Mat 16:15  He said to them, “And you, who do you say I am?”

Mat 16:16  And Shim‛on Kěpha answering, said, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living Elohim.”

Mat 16:17  And יהושע answering, said to him, “Blessed are you, Shim‛on Bar-Yonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father in the heavens.

And after this admonishment, Yahusha goes on with the uncertain bad news:

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha (the stumbling block).

So Kepha, who is the stone of stumbling, openly denies the man that he formerly openly confessed. And the requitement for this is that Kepha, who openly confessed “I do not know that man”, will also hear “I do not know you”.

Mat 25:11  “And later the other maidens also came, saying, ‘Master, Master, open up for us!’

Mat 25:12  “But he answering, said, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’

What does Peter have to do with the parable of the maidens?

Well, as we have already covered, the parable of the maidens is a prophetic allusion concerning two primary groups of people. First are the “oil bearers”, or the Torah observant community, and not those who are able to keep the Mosaic Torah to the letter, for no man is, but merely those who, as a clamorous murder of crows, incessantly swear by it.

Second are the Christians, the “oil seekers”, those who are lacking and wanting for oil, and only wanting because they have been convinced that it is necessary for one to possess it if they want to find spiritual and physical nourishment. Blessed are those who are without in the presence of those that withhold, for they shall be amply supplied.

What does this have to do with Peter?

Which group would Peter fall in? Would he be reckoned as an oil seeker or an oil bearer?

Some would instantly and without hardly any critical thought say that Peter would be a Christian, an oil seeker, but that would be incorrect. Peter has already displayed that in his heart, and for the “official record”, he is an oil bearer.

Scripturally speaking, oil seekers, what are known today as Christians, are known as “Gentiles” in the NT.

Oil bearers, the Torah community, are typically known as “Yehudim” in Scripture.

Was Peter a Gentile or Yehudim?

According to Paul, Peter would make it appear that he was Christian and then revert back to Yehudim:

Gal 2:4  But as for the false brothers (Peter/James/John), sneakingly brought in, who sneaked in to spy out our freedom which we have in Messiah יהושע in order to enslave us,

Gal 2:5  to these we did not yield in subjection, not even for an hour, so that the truth of the Good News remains with you.

Gal 2:6  But from those who were esteemed to be whatever – what they were, it makes no difference to me, Elohim shows no partiality – FOR THOSE WHO WERE ESTEEMED CONTRIBUTED NAUGHT TO ME.

Paul says that “those who were esteemed contributed naught to me”. What he means here is that it wasn't the apostles who acted as mediators and were used to impart the Set Apart Spirit upon Paul. They didn't contribute anything unto Paul's outpouring as Paul's conversion came expressly and personally from Yahusha, and this conversion commissione Paul to go unto the Gentiles.

Gal 2:6  …for those who were esteemed contributed naught to me.

Gal 2:7  But on the contrary, when they saw that the Good News to the uncircumcised had been entrusted to me, even as Kěpha to the circumcised –

Gal 2:8  for He who worked in Kěpha to make him an emissary to the circumcised also worked in me for the nations.

Gal 2:9  So when Ya‛aqoḇ, Kěpha, and Yoḥanan, who seemed to be supports, came to know the favour that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnaḇa the right hand of fellowship, in order that we go to the nations and they to the circumcised,

Gal 2:10  only that we might remember the poor, which I myself was eager to do.

Gal 2:11  And when Kěpha had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was at fault.

Gal 2:12  For before some came from Ya‛aqoḇ, he was eating with the nations, but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, in fear of those of the circumcision.

Gal 2:13  And the rest of the Yehuḏim joined him in hypocrisy, so that even Barnaḇa was led away by their hypocrisy.

Gal 2:14  But when I saw that they are not walking straight according to the truth of the Good News, I said to Kěpha before them all, “If you, being a Yehuḏi, live as the nations and not as the Yehuḏim, why do you compel nations to live as Yehuḏim?

So then, what about Peter? Christian or Torah observant? Oil seeker or oil bearer?

According to Paul, Peter would present himself as Christian at times, but when he thought certain eyes to be upon him, he would revert back to living according to the Torah. And why would he do this?:

Gal 2:12  For before some came from Ya‛aqoḇ, he was eating with the nations, but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, IN FEAR OF THOSE OF THE CIRCUMCISION.

He did it because he feared those of the circumcision, the Torah community. Another example of this fact is found in Acts 21:

Act 21:17  And when we had arrived in Yerushalayim, the brothers received us gladly.

Act 21:18  And on the following day Sha’ul went in with us to Ya‛aqoḇ, and all the elders came.

Act 21:19  And having greeted them, he was relating one by one what Elohim had done among the nations through his service.

Act 21:20  And when they heard it, they praised the Master. And they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands of Yehuḏim there are who have believed, and all are ardent for the Torah,

Act 21:21  “But they have been informed about you that you teach all the Yehuḏim who are among the nations to forsake Mosheh, saying not to circumcise the children nor to walk according to the practices.

Act 21:22  “What then is it? They shall certainly hear that you have come.

Act 21:23  “So do this, what we say to you: We have four men who have taken a vow.

Act 21:24  “Take them and be cleansed with them, and pay their expenses so that they shave their heads. And all shall know that what they have been informed about you is not so, but that you yourself also walk orderly, keeping the Torah.

James and those with him reported to Paul how thousands of Yehudim in Yerushalayim who believed were super ardent for the Torah of Moses. He also reported his concern for Paul because many of those thousand Torah ardent believers had heard that Paul taught the Yehudim who were in the nations that they did not have to keep the Torah of Moses nor any of its requirements, and these Torah observant believers would obviously seek to have Paul punished according to that Torah.

James makes it clear that himself and those with him kept the works of the Torah because they feared persecution from the Yehudim.

On many occasions Peter displayed a fear of those of the circumcision, including the night of Yahushas arrest:

Mat 26:73  And after a while those who stood by came to him and said to Kěpha, “Truly you are one of them too, for even your speech gives you away.”

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

If Peters heart chose to gravitate towards those of the circumcision even after Yahusha was crucified and appeared to him, how much more before his death.

It's not as if Paul's account of Peters misdoings are contrary to Peters nature, because Peters denial of Yahusha in fear of the circumcised is mentioned in all four gospels for a remembrance unto all generations and a testament to his tendencies.

Therefore, Scripturally speaking, it only perfectly stands to reason that, Simon bar Jonah, who is called Peter, that is Kepha or “the rock”, is the rocky ground in the parable of the sower:

Mat 13:20  “And that sown on rocky places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy,

Mat 13:21  yet he has no root in himself, but is short-lived, and when pressure or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.

The word for “rocky places” above is “petrodace” and means to be “Petra like”.

G4075   (Strong)

πετρώδης

petrōdēs

pet-ro'-dace

From G4073 and G1491; rock like, that is, rocky: - stony.

Peter showed that when persecution arises, he would side with the circumcision and show himself to be an oil bearer, and not just any oil bearer, but the master of the house of oil.

Yahusha told Peter that he would be given the keys:

Mat 16:19  “And I shall give you the keys of the reign of the heavens, and whatever you bind on earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be having been loosened in the heavens.”

He who has the keys possesses the authority, and who has the keys and the authority is the “master of the house”.

As it pertains to the oil bearers and the oil seekers, which group would we find the master of the house, the key holder?

The answer unquestionably has to be the oil bearers, as when the oil bearers shut the door, it was locked behind them, and if the key holder was numbered with the oil seekers, they would have had no problem gaining entrance to the house:

Mat 25:10  “And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut.

Mat 25:11  “And later the other maidens also came, saying, ‘Master, Master, open up for us!’

Peter was elected master of the house in Yahushas stead.

Jhn 21:16  He said to him again, the second time, “Shim‛on, son of Yonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Master, You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.”

Mat 16:19  “And I shall give you the keys of the reign of the heavens,

This is why Yahusha would address Peter when speaking to the trio of Peter, James and John, because he was the key holder, the servant chosen as master of the house.

Yahusha gave some warnings concerning the master of the house.

Mat 24:42  “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Master is coming.

Mat 24:43  “And know this, that if THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE had known WHAT HOUR the thief would come, he would have WATCHED and not allowed his house to be broken into.

Peter exhibits this trait of not watching during the hour of trespass:

Mrk 14:33  And He took with Him Kěpha, and Ya‛aqoḇ, and Yoḥanan, and He began to be greatly amazed, and to be deeply distressed.

Mrk 14:34  And He said to them, “My being is exceedingly grieved, even to death. Stay here AND WATCH.”

Mrk 14:35  And He went on a little, and fell on the ground, and was praying that if it were possible, THE HOUR might pass from Him.

Mrk 14:37  And He came and found them sleeping, and said to Kěpha, “Shim‛on, are you sleeping? YOU WERE NOT ABLE TO WATCH ONE HOUR!

Mrk 14:41  And He came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? It is enough! THE HOUR HAS COME. See, the Son of Aḏam is being delivered up into the hands of the sinners.

Peter, the master of the house, was unable to watch for one hour, and it was during this hour that the house was broken into.

Mat 24:42  “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Master is coming.

This warning for the master of the house to keep watch is reiterated in Matthew 25, in the parable of the maidens:

Mat 25:12  “But he answering, said, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’

Mat 25:13  “Watch therefore, because you do not know the day nor the hour in which the Son of Aḏam is coming,

It's not a question of “if” the master of the house fails to watch. As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be at the end

Mat 24:37  “And as the days of Noaḥ, so also shall the coming of the Son of Aḏam be.

Mat 24:38  “For as they were in the days before the flood, eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noaḥ entered into the ark,

Mat 24:39  and they did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also shall the coming of the Son of Aḏam be.

Yahusha points out that in the days of Noah they were eating and drinking and unaware. This is the same pitfall that awaits the master of the house:

Mat 24:48  “But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’

Mat 24:49  and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to EAT and DRINK with the drunkards,

Mat 24:50  the master of that servant shall come on a day WHEN HE DOES NOT EXPECT IT, and at an hour he does not know,

Peter, the appointed master of the house, was unable to watch and the hour came when he did not expect it, even though he was told repeatedly just hours before that it was about to happen.

Peter is a stumbling block. He is that master of the house who was unable to watch. And what happens to that master of the house who is unable to watch?

Mat 24:50  the master of that servant shall come on a day when he does not expect it, and at an hour he does not know,

Mat 24:51  and shall cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites – there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

This is the same portion appointed to that servant who chose to sit on his talents as opposed to sharing them:

Mat 25:25  and being afraid, I went and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’

Mat 25:26  “And his master answering, said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.

Mat 25:27  Then you should have put my silver with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest.

Mat 25:28  Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to him who possesses ten talents.

Mat 25:30  And throw the worthless servant out into the outer darkness – there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

And so by association, we see that the master of the house is that same servant who hides his talent. And why does he hide his talent?:

Mat 25:25  and being afraid…

He was afraid:

Gal 2:12  For before some came from Ya‛aqoḇ, he (Peter) was eating with the nations, but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, IN FEAR of those of the circumcision.

Gal 2:13  And the rest of the Yehuḏim joined him in hypocrisy, so that even Barnaḇa was led away by their hypocrisy.

So Peter would extend his hand in fellowship towards the Gentiles, who were all members of the house, but then he would withdraw and eat with the Yehudim, the “drunkards”, out of fear, and Paul reckoned this as Peters hypocrisy:

Mat 24:48  “But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’

Mat 24:49  and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards,

Mat 24:51  and shall cut him in two and appoint him his portion WITH THE HYPOCRITES – there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Gal 2:13  And the rest of the Yehuḏim JOINED HIM IN HYPOCRISY, so that even Barnaḇa was led away by their hypocrisy.

“To beat his fellow servants”. “Beat” is tupto and implies to offend the conscience, and this is what Peter would do when he would befriend the Gentiles and then withdraw from them and cousin up with the Yehudim, even convincing them to be circumcised according to the ways of the Yehudim after they were taught otherwise by Paul. Peter was “beating”, or offending the conscience, of his fellow servants, and to “offend the conscience” is to cause one to stumble.

Mat 18:6  But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me,

Mat 18:6  “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is better for him that a millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned in the depth of the sea.

Mat 18:7  “Woe to the world because of stumbling-blocks! For it is necessary that stumbling-blocks come,

Peter is the stumbling block.

Peter is that rocky ground that reverts. He is that backslider of backsliders.

He is that master of the house who says “I do not know that man, I am not part of that”, and who in turn hears “I do not know you”.

This further validates the message of the maidens which we have expressed in previous reports. It is of the five wise maidens who hear “I do not know you”, as opposed to man's misinterpretation that it is the five foolish who are cast out.

It is Peter who is master and key holder, and it is the “petrodace”, or “Peter like”, the rocky places, who are inside the house and have locked the door behind them, acting harshly towards their fellow servants of the house. They are Yehudim at heart, but not in truth. They are Yehudim in hypocrisy.

This is a hard message for most to receive, and so it shall be.

In consolation, Peters denial is not condemnation.

Mat 12:30  “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.

Mat 12:31  “Because of this I say to you, all sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven men.

Mat 12:32  “And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Aḏam, it shall be forgiven him, but whoever speaks against the Set-apart Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.

Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Adam, it shall be forgiven him. We see the forgiveness of Peters error in his interaction with Yahusha post resurrection:

Jhn 21:15  When, therefore, they had eaten breakfast, יהושע said to Shim‛on Kěpha, “Shim‛on, son of Yonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Master, You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”

Jhn 21:16  He said to him again, the second time, “Shim‛on, son of Yonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Master, You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.”

Jhn 21:17  He said to him the third time, “Shim‛on, son of Yonah, do you love Me?” Kěpha was sad because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Master, You know all, You know that I love You.” יהושע said to him, “Feed My sheep.

Jhn 21:18  “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger you girded yourself and walked where you wished, but when you are old you shall stretch out your hands, and another shall gird you and bring you where you do not wish.”

Jhn 21:19  Now this He said, signifying by what death he would esteem Elohim. And having said this, He said to him, “Follow Me.”

In this interaction, Yahusha reminds Peter that he denied him three times by asking if he loved him three times. Peter is told to feed and shepherd the sheep.

Yahusha continues to stay on this topic by telling Peter that “when he was younger he walked where he wished”, and he was referring to Peters decision to deny him and walk away from the persecution of that night. He counters this by telling Peter that when he is older he will be taken against his will. In the end, Peter will still harbor the spirit of denial, but will be apprehended nonetheless and suffer persecution.

Yahusha then goes on to further press on the matter of Peters denial by admonishing Peter to “follow him”. Yahushas command to Peter to “follow him” is a veiled way of saying “don't deny me again”.:

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

Mat 16:24  Then יהושע said to His taught ones, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, and TAKE UP HIS STAKE, and FOLLOW ME.

Jhn 21:19  Now this He said, signifying by what death he would esteem Elohim (the stake). And having said this, He said to him, “Follow Me.”

Peter is the stone of stumbling. He is the prototypical petrodace, that old rocky ground. He is both master of the house, and denier of its owner. He is he who does not know and he who is not known.

The purpose of this book is to highlight the character and nature of the apostle Peter. There is much more to disclose on this matter. What we have presented here provides an excellent foundation on which the subsequent posts will build off of.

Understanding Peters nature sheds light on the primary pitfalls of following the church, as we will see.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 2

The Stumbling Block II

How Peter Caused Him to Stumble

✦ ✦ ✦

“The Stumbling Block Ii”

How was Peter Yahushas stumbling block and when did he cause him to stumble?

The when is easy enough to answer.

Jhn 11:10  “But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”

He stumbled in the night, and specifically, the night of his arrest:

Mat 26:31  Then יהושע said to them, “All of you shall stumble with/in Me this night, for it has been written, ‘I shall strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’

The sheep stumbled because the Shepherd stumbled. As the head goes, so goes the body.

This is what Hebrews 2 is lighting on:

Heb 2:11  For both He who sets apart and those who are being set apart are all of One, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb 2:14  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself similarly shared in the same, so that by means of His death He might destroy him having the power of death, that is, the devil,

Heb 2:17  So IN EVERY WAY HE HAD TO BE MADE LIKE HIS BROTHERS, in order to become a compassionate and trustworthy High Priest in matters related to Elohim, to make atonement for the sins of the people.

Heb 2:18  For in what He had suffered, Himself being tried, He is able to help those who are tried.

Why did the Shepherd stumble? It was because of the stumbling block named Peter.

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

What was the context of Yahusha telling Peter that he was a stumbling block?

Yahusha had just told Peter what was about to befall him concerning his chastisement:

Mat 16:21  From that time יהושע began to show to His taught ones that it was necessary for Him to go to Yerushalayim, and to suffer much from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and to be raised again the third day.

Peters response, a seemingly natural one, urged Yahusha not to allow this to happen to him.

Mat 16:22  And Kěpha took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be kind to Yourself, Master, this shall not be to You!”

And Yahushas response was to tell Peter that he was a stumbling block to him.

How does this translate to the night of stumbling?

We know Peter was the stumbling block, and that the thoughts that he was projecting which prompted this designation were that Yahusha would not go to Yerushalayim and would not allow himself to be killed.

This was the binding. Let us observe just how influential Peters thoughts were on Yahusha.

Yahusha understood that his great ordination, his ultimate purpose in the flesh, was to suffer death in Jerusalem at the hands of the Sanhedrin, and to rise again.

Observe what he says in John:

Jhn 12:27  “Now I Myself am troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? BUT FOR THIS REASON I CAME TO THIS HOUR.

Yahusha understood that his purpose was to endure his persecution. He even implied the fallacy of asking to be saved and kept from that hour.

Yahusha said that he must experience that hour of persecution. Peter said “this shall not be”.

When the night came, instead of wholeheartedly submitting to the Will of YAHUAH, Yahusha bent to the desire of Peter:

Mat 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I desire, but as You desire.”

This is how Peter caused Yahusha to stumble - he caused him to bend from YAHUAHS Will. This is what the word stumbling block, as well as the word “Petros”, or Peter, is derived from - to “bend”.

Stumbling block:

G4625   (Strong)

σκάνδαλον

skandalon

skan'-dal-on

A “scandal”; probably from a derivative of G2578; a trap stick (bent sapling), that is, snare (figuratively cause of displeasure or sin): - occasion to fall (of stumbling), offence, thing that offends, stumbling-block.

G2578   (Strong)

κάμπτω

kamptō

kamp'-to

Apparently a primary verb; to bend: - bow.

Peter:

G2786   (Strong)

Κηφᾶς

Kēphas

kay-fas'

Of Chaldee origin (compare [H3710]); the Rock; Cephas (that is, Kepha), surname of Peter: - Cephas.

H3710   (Strong)

כֵּף

kêph

kafe

From H3721; a hollow rock: - rock.

H3721   (Strong)

כָּפַף

kâphaph

kaw-faf'

A primitive root; to curve: - bow down (self).

Peter caused Yahusha to “bend”.

“Peter The Bender”

Jeremiah 9 is speaking of the events surrounding Yahusha and his disciples, and the night of stumbling/bending, and thereafter:

Jer 9:3  “And THEY BEND THEIR TONGUE LIKE A BOW. Falsehood, and not truth, prevails on the earth. For they proceed from evil to evil, AND THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN ME,” declares יהוה.

They “bend their tongue like a bow”. Again, bend and bow are used here, the same words used to designate Peter.

Peter declared “I do not know Him!”, and he was right.

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I DO NOT KNOW THE MAN!” And immediately a cock crowed.

Jer 9:3  “And THEY BEND THEIR TONGUE LIKE A BOW... AND THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN ME,” declares יהוה.

Jer 9:8  “Their tongue is a slaying arrow. It speaks deceit – speaks peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in his heart he sets his ambush.

To ambush means to lie in wait for men. This is what Peter was doing with Paul's flock in Galatians:

Gal 2:9  So when Ya‛aqoḇ, Kěpha, and Yoḥanan, who seemed to be supports, came to know the favour that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnaḇa the right hand of fellowship, in order that we go to the nations and they to the circumcised,

Gal 2:12  For before some came from Ya‛aqoḇ, he (Peter) was eating with the nations, but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, in fear of those of the circumcision.

Gal 2:13  And the rest of the Yehuḏim joined him in hypocrisy, so that even Barnaḇa was led away by their hypocrisy.

And why had they come to Paul's flock?:

Gal 2:4  But as for the false brothers, sneakingly brought in, who sneaked in to spy out our freedom which we have in Messiah יהושע IN ORDER TO ENSLAVE US

Peter, James and John sought out Paul's flock and spoke peaceably initially, but in their heart the ambush was set, and their desire was to “enslave them” to the Torah.

Gal 4:24  This is allegorical, for these are the two covenants: one indeed from Mount Sinai (Mosaic Covenant) WHICH BRINGS FORTH SLAVERY, which is Haḡar,

Gal 4:25  for this Haḡar is Mount Sinai in Araḇia, and CORRESPONDS TO YERUSHALAYIM WHICH NOW IS, and is IN SLAVERY WITH HER CHILDREN…

Gal 2:4  But as for the false brothers, sneakingly brought in, who sneaked in to spy out our freedom which we have in Messiah יהושע IN ORDER TO ENSLAVE US

Gal 5:1   In the freedom with which Messiah has made us free, stand firm, then, and do not again be held with a yoke of slavery.

Gal 5:2  See, I, Sha’ul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Messiah shall be of no use to you.

Gal 5:3  And I witness again to every man being circumcised that he is a debtor to do the entire Torah.

Gal 5:4  You who are declared right by Torah have severed yourselves from Messiah, you have fallen from favour.

Peter was looking to enslave Paul's flock to the Torah by way of circumcision. He was “bending their ear” as the saying goes. You can be certain that this wasn't an isolated incident. This is how the apostles in Yerushalayim operated. They weren't like Stephen who openly spoke out against the Sanhedrin and lost his life for it. Never think it. Perish the thought. The apostles in Yerushalayim, headed up by Peter who was the denier of Yahusha and not the follower, merged with the Mosaic Torah to save their lives.

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

Mat 16:24  Then יהושע said to His taught ones, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his stake, and follow Me.

Mat 16:25  “For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it.

Peter the bender, Peter the betrayer.

Back to Jeremiah:

Jer 9:8  “Their tongue is a slaying arrow. It speaks deceit – speaks peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in his heart he sets his ambush.

Jer 9:16  “And I SHALL SCATTER THEM among the nations, whom neither they nor their fathers have known. And I shall send a sword after them until I have consumed them.”

Mat 26:31  Then יהושע said to them, “All of you shall stumble in Me this night, for it has been written, ‘I shall strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of THE FLOCK SHALL BE SCATTERED.’

Jeremiah 9 is a prophetic utterance of the apostolic movement, primarily those who remained in Yerushalayim and bent towards the yoke of Torah.

Concerning the scattering, the flock was scattered because the house was broken into and the plunder was divided, or scattered.

The house was broken into and the flock divided because the strong man had been bound:

Mat 12:29  “Or how is one able to enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he shall plunder his house.

Mat 12:30  “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me SCATTERS ABROAD.

The binding of the strongman is associated with the scattering of the flock.

And who is able to bind the strong man? Who was given authority to bind? It was Peter.

Mat 16:19  “And I shall give you (Peter) the keys of the reign of the heavens, and whatever you bind on earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be having been loosened in the heavens.”

Mat 12:29  “Or how is one able to enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he shall plunder his house.

The binding can be done by way of one's speech.

He who is given the keys need only speak, and if the faith is there, it will be done:

Luk 17:6  And the Master said, “If you have belief as a mustard seed, YOU WOULD SAY to this mulberry tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,’ AND IT WOULD OBEY YOU.

To have “belief as a mustard seed” implies that one's belief is little or small. Peter was the man of “little belief”:

Mat 14:28  And Kěpha answered Him and said, “Master, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.”

Mat 14:29  And He said, “Come.” And when Kěpha had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to יהושע.

Mat 14:30  But when he saw that the wind was strong, he was afraid. And beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, “Master, save me!”

Mat 14:31  And immediately יהושע stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, “O you of LITTLE BELIEF, why did you doubt?”

Peter had believed enough to walk on water. He had been bestowed with the “keys to the reign”, and the “keys to the reign” are “the faith”. It is faith that opens doors and closes them.

In classic Peter fashion, like that rocky ground, he did well until the pressure rose and fear blossomed, and then he lost heart:

Mat 14:30  But when he saw that the wind was strong, HE WAS AFRAID. And beginning to sink…

Again, we see Peters nature of doing well until pressure arises.

This matter of binding the strong man is a matter of faith. It doesn't take much faith, just a little, and the amount Peter was given was ample.

Binding the strong man is about “bending” the principles which govern things. It is a matter of casting things out of their present placement by bending their integrity.

Mat 12:25  And יהושע knew their thoughts, and said to them, “Every reign divided against itself is laid waste, and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand.

Mat 12:26  “And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then does his reign stand?

Mat 12:28  “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of Elohim, then the reign of Elohim has come upon you.

This is what the matter of mustard seed faith was about, not just casting things from here to there, but first binding them with faith. It is a process of commanding things to transgress their natural state of existence and in transgression, commanding them to comply to your own. This is only accomplished by way of one's belief, and this level of belief is only given and allowed by YAHUAH.

“Authority Over Heavens And Earth”

When Peter was told that he would be given the keys to the reign of the heavens, Yahusha was saying that Peter would be given authority over the heavens and the earth.

And what was the heavens and earth that Yahusha was referring to?

It was himself. He was the heavens and the earth. He was created from the Spirit of YAHUAH, the Heavens, and the flesh of woman, the earth.

He was who Moses was speaking of when he said the heavens and the earth would witness against Yisrael shortly before they were removed from the land:

Deu 4:26  “I shall call the heavens and earth to witness against you on that day, that you soon completely perish from the land which you pass over the Yarděn to possess – you do not prolong your days in it BUT ARE COMPLETELY DESTROYED.

Yahusha witnessed to Yisrael. “Repent! For the reign of the heavens is at hand.” He was speaking of His Reign. He was also warning them to repent because of Deuteronomy 4:26, because destruction was drawing nigh, the destruction brought on be Rome.

Peter was given authority over the reign of the heavens. Yahusha, a man, was the reign of the heavens.

Mat 13:24  Another parable He put before them, saying, “The reign of the heavens HAS BECOME LIKE A MAN who sowed good seed in his field,

Mat 13:45  “Again, THE REIGN OF THE HEAVENS IS LIKE A MAN

Mat 18:23  “Because of this the reign of the heavens IS LIKE A CERTAIN MAN,

Mat 20:1   “FOR THE REIGN OF THE HEAVENS IS LIKE A MAN, a householder who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard.

Mat 12:28  “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of Elohim, then the reign of Elohim has come upon you.

Yahusha was the heavens and the earth. He was the “reign of the heavens”, the “reign of Elohim”.

Peter was given authority over Yahusha to bind him, and then loosen.

Loosen is to break up or destroy:

G3089   (Strong)

λύω

luō

loo'-o

A primary verb; to “loosen” (literally or figuratively): - break (up), destroy, dissolve, (un-) loose, melt, put off. Compare G4486.

This breaking, or loosening, is the same “breaking into the house” that the master of the house allows:

Mat 24:43  “And know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.

First the strong man is bound, and then he his loosened, or destroyed.

Peter is the master of the house who was charged with preventing the house from being broken into by staying awake and watching for that hour. Peter failed to do this:

Mat 26:40  And He came to the taught ones and found them asleep, and said to Kěpha, “So, were you not able to watch with Me one hour?

As a result, the house was broken into, and the plunder, plunder being the flock, was divided, or scattered.

The parable of Satan casting out Satan was about Peters ability to bind and cast out. It was Peter who Yahusha referred to as Satan because of that spirit that was permitted to wax prominent in Peters heart.

Mat 12:25  And יהושע knew their thoughts, and said to them, “Every reign divided against itself is laid waste, and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand. (The master of the house binding the Owner).

Mat 12:26  “And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then does his reign stand?

Yahusha tells them that a house divided cannot stand.

To allow the house to be broken into is to allow it to be divided.

And all of this Yahusha spoke of in context of the house being scattered:

Mat 12:30  “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.

This all adds up to identify Peter as the one who binds Yahusha so that the house can be broken into and the sheep scattered.

To briefly recap the first two posts, Peter is that stereotypical rocky ground. He is the denier of the faith. He says “I do not know him”, and the just reward for this is to hear “I do not know you”. Peter receives mercy, however, and is given another chance. We will go into more depth on his second chance and see how he fares in subsequent posts.

Peter is the stumbling block. Both the name “Petros/Peter/Kepha” and the word stumbling block mean to “bend”. Peter is given authority over the “heavens and the earth”, or Yahusha, and causes Yahusha to stumble, or to “bend”, to his own will and away from YAHUAH’s. In doing this, in bending away from YAHUAHS Will, one is loosened, or destroyed.

We have seen Peters tendencies to rebel against the Words and Ways of YAHUAH which were set forth through Yahusha.

We have seen that Peter actually attempted to enslave Paul's flock by persuading them to place themselves under the bond of the Torah, and not just Paul's flock, but many were yoked under the bond of Peter.

We have seen Peters fearful nature and his inability to muster courage so that he can endure persecution.

The reason I am making these long reports on Peters nature and faults is because Yahusha spent so much time speaking on it. Many parables and prophecies, both in the OT and NT, were speaking on this matter. Up until now these things have gone largely unnoticed, but we are in the days of the revealing, and as we will see, these principles are about to blossom in the flesh like so many flowers in a spring meadow. We are in the days that the love of many will wax cold, and the rocky places will abound, and the earth will fail to yield seed on account of this. We are in the days of famine, a famine of hearing the Word of YAHUAH, just as Peter refused to hear.

Remember, just as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be at the coming of the Son of Adam, and just as it was in the days of Noah, there will be “masters of the house” who will have many looking to them for direction and instruction, and many will be led astray on account of this.

For brevity sake, from now on we will refer to the “master of the house” as “MOTH”.

Peter the MOTH was told to “Shepherd the flock”:

Jhn 21:16  …He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.”

And he was told to “feed the sheep”:

Jhn 21:17  … יהושע said to him, “Feed My sheep.

Despite these admonishments, the Prophecy is that Peters responsibilities would be revoked:

Ezk 34:2  “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Yisra’ěl, prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus said the Master יהוה to the shepherds, “Woe to the shepherdsa of Yisra’ěl who have been feeding themselves! SHOULD NOT THE SHEPHERD FEED THE FLOCK?

Ezk 34:10  Thus said the Master יהוה, “See, I am against the shepherds, and shall require My flock at their hand, AND SHALL MAKE THEM CEASE FEEDING THE SHEEP, and the shepherds shall feed themselves no more. And I shall deliver My flock from their mouths, and they shall no longer be food for them.”

And why will they be relieved of their duties?

Ezk 34:4  “You have not strengthened the weak, nor have you healed the sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back the straying, nor sought what was lost; but YOU HAVE RULED THEM WITH MIGHT AND HARSHNESS.

The leaders rule with might and harshness, just as Peter, the master of the house, was warned he and those like him would do.

Mat 24:48  “But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’

Mat 24:49  and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards,

Both the shepherds of Ezekiel 34 and the MOTH have their position pulled from them:

Mat 24:43  “And know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.

Mat 24:51  and shall cut him (the MOTH) in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites – there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Mat 6:19  “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where MOTH and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal,

Mat 6:20  but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither MOTH nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.

Job 4:18  Look, He puts no trust in His servants, and He charges His messengers with straying.

Job 4:19  How much more those who dwell in houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, who are crushed like a MOTH?

We will explore this more in the next chapters, and allow Truth to seep deeper into the hearts ground.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 3

The Stumbling Block III

The Night in the Garden

✦ ✦ ✦

“The Stumbling Block Iii”

The night in the garden, Yahusha was depending on Peter to watch and to deliver him out of the hand of the elders, but Peter was unable to deliver, because of what is written in Psalms:

Psa 127:1  If יהוה does not build the house, Its builders have laboured in vain. If יהוה does not guard the city, The watchman has stayed awake in vain.

Why was Peter unable to deliver Yahusha through his watching?

Because unless YAHUAH watches, the trust has been in vain.

Isa 43:11  “I, I am יהוה, and besides Me there is no saviour.

Isa 43:12  “I, I have declared and saved, and made known, and there was no foreign mighty one among you. And you are My witnesses,” declares יהוה, “that I am Ěl.

Isa 43:13  “Even from the day I am He, and no one delivers out of My hand. I work, and who turns it back?”

Psa 33:16  The sovereign is not saved by the multitude of an army; A mighty man is not delivered by great strength.

Psa 33:17  A horse is a vain means of safety; Neither does it rescue any by its great power.

How did Yahusha seemingly veer so far off of the path as to think that he could actually skirt YAHUAHS Will for him. He went so far as to set up a watch to help him prevent the incursion from taking place. Why?

Because Yahusha was “bound” to Peter and was placed under his subjection. Yahusha was the “Strong Man”, and in order for his house to be broken into and his flock divided and scattered, he had to be bound first. This had to happen in order to fill what was written in the Scriptures:

Psa 118:22  The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner-stone

Psa 118:27  יהוה is Ěl, and He gave us LIGHT; Bind the festival offering With CORDS to the HORNS of the slaughter-place.

Yahusha was the Light and the  Pesach Lamb, the festival offering.

The word “cords” implies to “pervert”. This shows that what bound Yahusha was the perversion of his integrity as it pertained to walking according to the Will of YAHUAH. “Horns” implies power or authority. Yahusha was bound by way of perversion and at the authority of Peter.

Yahusha wasn't at war with flesh and blood, but principalities. It wasn't the flesh of Peter that bound Yahusha, but the spirit that worked through Peter.

Luk 22:31  And the Master said, “Shim‛on, Shim‛on! See, Satan has asked for you to sift you as wheat.

This was the same spirit that worked through Judas.

Luk 22:3  And Satan entered into Yehuḏah, who was called man from Qerioth, who was numbered among the twelve.

It was a concerted effort, a spiritual symphony sounding through the instruments of the flesh.

Satan was allowed to work through Judas and Peter, and Yahusha stated that he would pray for Peter that after Satan was done with him, Peter would be converted and help to strengthen his brothers.

Luk 22:32  “But I have prayed for you, that your belief should not fail. And when you have turned, strengthen your brothers.”

“A Polluted Fountain”

Yahushas stumbling came in the same way that it always has, same as it ever was. His stumbling came by way of peer influence. This began in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve, and has continued lo these many years.

Yahusha was influenced by Peters desire to go against the Will of YAHUAH.

Proverbs speaks of those who are influenced by the wrong:

Pro 25:26  A righteous man who gives way before the wrong, Is like a muddied spring and a ruined fountain.

Yahusha gave way to Peters desire:

Luk 22:42  saying, “Father, if it be Your counsel, remove this cup from Me. YET NOT MY DESIRE, but let Yours be done.”

Luk 22:43  And there appeared a messenger from heaven to Him, strengthening Him.

Yahusha knew that this wasn't the counsel of YAHUAH. The days and weeks before, and even that very night, he had been telling his apostles that he would be delivered up. He knew the will of YAHUAH.

The problem was that Kepha was given to have authority over Yahusha, to bind him and to loosen. Yahusha told Peter that he was his stumbling block, or the one to whom he would bend.

Pro 25:26  A righteous man who gives way before the wrong, Is like a muddied spring and a ruined fountain.

“Ruined” is to “spoil”.

Mat 12:29  Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.

Pro 25:26  A righteous man who gives way before the wrong, Is like a muddied spring and a spoiled fountain.

Peter was the stumbling block who was allowed to bind to Yahusha in a way that caused him to bend. This allowed the house to be broken into and spoiled.

Yahushas spirit was “polluted” as a result of being bound to Peter. Yahusha was bound with cords. “Cords” also implies a twisting or intertwining. Yahusha became intertwined with Peters desire.Because of this perversion his integrity was weakened and he had to be strengthened and empowered, given a refreshing of power and authority, to be able to carry out the Will of YAHUAH:

Isa 40:29  He gives power to the faint, and to those who have no might He increases strength.

Isa 40:30  Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men stumble and fall,

Isa 40:31  but those who wait on יהוה renew their strength,

Luk 22:43  And there appeared a messenger from heaven to Him, strengthening Him.

Yahusha had a debt to pay and there as no getting out of it. Scripture had to be fulfilled. The spring had to be ruined.

Yahusha is called the “Fountain of Living Waters”:

Jhn 7:37  And on the last day, the great day of the festival, יהושע stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me, and let him who believes in Me drink.

Jhn 7:38  “As the Scripture said, out of His innermost shall flow rivers of living water.”

When Yahusha bent to Peter, his fountain became polluted.

Pro 25:26  A righteous man who gives way before the wrong, Is like a muddied spring and a spoiled fountain.

This is what Jeremiah was speaking about:

Jer 2:12  “BE AMAZED, O HEAVENS, at this, AND BE FRIGHTENED, be utterly dried up,” declares יהוה.

“Be amazed o heavens”. As we have pointed out, Yahusha is the heavens. The night of his stumbling he became “greatly amazed”:

Mrk 14:33  And He took with Him Kěpha, and Ya‛aqoḇ, and Yoḥanan, and HE BEGAN TO BE GREATLY AMAZED, and to be deeply distressed.

He was amazed and he was frightened as a result of being entwined with Peter who frequently allowed fear to overtake him. Yahusha was also dried up, or parched:

Jhn 19:28  After this, יהושע, knowing that all had been accomplished, in order that the Scripture might be accomplished, said, “I THIRST!”

Yahusha is the Heavens and the earth. He was amazed, frightened, and dried up.

Jer 2:12  “BE AMAZED, O HEAVENS, at this, AND BE FRIGHTENED, be utterly dried up,” declares יהוה.

Jer 2:13  “For My people have done two evils: they have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, to hew out for themselves cisterns, cracked cisterns, which do not hold water.

The fountain of living waters was forsaken. “Forsaken” is to “loose”:

Peter was given the authority to bind and loosen. Peters binding of Yahusha to himself loosened Yahushas bond with YAHUAH, temporarily causing him to forsake the Fountain of Living Waters, the Fountain being the Spirit of YAHUAH which flowed through him. The night in the garden of Gethsemane, Yahusha sought deliverance through Peter instead of YAHUAH. Yahusha acted as though he was delivered up because Peter was unable to watch. This was true, only because Peter had temporarily been given that authority. This was done as a lesson in righteousness, and that lesson is that deliverance comes from YAHUAH only, and no other.

Isa 43:11  “I, I am יהוה, and besides Me there is no saviour.

So Yahusha rejected the Fountain of Living Waters, that is, he rejected YAHUAH, and instead, he chose the “broken cistern”. A cistern is a hollowed out rock formation that is used to hold water. Basically, it is a hollowed out rock.

The name Kepha comes from Chaldea Keph, and this is a hollow rock:

He rejected the Fountain of Living Waters and chose the “hollow rock”. His own spring was polluted. Because he forsook Him, he himself was temporarily forsaken:

Mat 27:46  And about the ninth hour יהושע cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Ěli, Ěli, lemah sheḇaqtani?” that is, “My Ěl, My Ěl, why have You forsaken Me?”

He was forsaken because he had bent towards Peter, essentially making Peter a “mighty one” in that he depended upon Peter to deliver him as opposed to YAHUAH:

Jer 22:8  “And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say to one another, ‘Why has יהוה done so to this great city?’

The many passed by Yahusha - Hebrews, Greeks and Romans - and looked upon him and his sign that read “King of the Yehudim”. They said “why has YAHUAH done so to this great city”, or Mighty Master. They said if he is so great and mighty, let him come down and save himself lol.

Mat 27:37  And they put up over His head the written charge against Him: THIS IS יהושע, THE SOVEREIGN OF THE YEHUḎIM.

Mat 27:38  Then two robbers were impaled with Him, one on the right and another on the left.

Mat 27:39  And those passing by were blaspheming Him, shaking their heads,

Mat 27:40  and saying, “You who destroy the Dwelling Place and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of Elohim, come down from the stake.”

Mat 27:41  And likewise the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocking, said,

Mat 27:42  “He saved others – He is unable to save Himself. If He is the Sovereign of Yisra’ěl, let Him now come down from the stake, and we shall believe Him.

Mat 27:43  “He trusted in Elohim, let Him rescue Him now if He desires Him, Psa 22:8 for He said, ‘I am the Son of Elohim.’ ”

Jer 22:8  “And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say to one another, ‘Why has יהוה done so to this great city?’

The great city is referring to the king.

“Great” implies “great man”

H1419   (Strong)

גָּדֹל גָּדוֹל

gâdôl gâdôl

gaw-dole', gaw-dole'

From H1431; great (in any sense); hence older; also insolent: -  + aloud, elder (-est), + exceeding (-ly), + far, (man of) great (man, matter, thing, -er, -ness), high, long, loud, mighty, more, much, noble, proud thing, X sore, (´) very.

“City” implies a place guarded by watch:

H5892   (Strong)

עָיַר עָר עִיר

‛ı̂yr ‛âr ‛âyar

eer, awr, aw-yar'

From H5782 a city (a place guarded by waking or a watch) in the widest sense (even of a mere encampment or post): - Ai [from margin], city, court [from margin], town.

And comes from H5782:

H5782   (Strong)

עוּר

‛ûr

oor

A primitive root (rather identical with H5783 through the idea of opening the eyes); to wake (literally or figuratively): - (a-) wake (-n, up), lift up (self), X master, raise (up), stir up (self).

It implies to lift oneself up, a master. Yahusha was the great, or strong man, who was watched over until he was allowed to be bound and his house broken into.

So the nations passed by and said why has this been done to this great city, or this exalted man called “the King of the Yehudim?”

And they say it is because he has been forsaken:

Jer 22:9  “Then they shall say, ‘Because they have forsaken the covenant of יהוה their Elohim, and bowed themselves to other mighty ones and served them.’ ”

Mat 27:46  And about the ninth hour יהושע cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Ěli, Ěli, lemah sheḇaqtani?” that is, “My Ěl, My Ěl, why have You forsaken Me?”

The exalted man was forsaken because he bowed, or bent, towards other mighty ones. It's because he sought deliverance through something other than YAHUAH.

Yahusha was that great city that was watched over and protected until the house was broken into and PLUNDERED.

Jer 22:9  “Then they shall say, ‘Because they have forsaken the covenant of יהוה their Elohim, and bowed themselves to other mighty ones and served them.’ ”

Jer 2:14  “Is Yisra’ěl a servant? Was he born in the house? WHY IS HE GIVEN TO PLUNDER?

He was given to plunder because he forsook the Fountain of Living Waters of YAHUAH, and subsequently was himself forsaken. Psalm 22 speaks of this:

Psa 22:1  My Ěl, My Ěl, why have You forsaken Me – Far from saving Me, far from the words of My groaning?

Psa 22:13  They have opened their mouths against Me, AS A RAGING AND ROARING LION.

As in Jeremiah 2:

Jer 2:15  “THE YOUNG LIONS ROARED AT HIM, they growled, and made his land waste; his cities have been burned, without inhabitant.

Yahusha is the heavens that was greatly amazed and frightened, and dried up:

Psa 22:15  My strength is dried like a potsherd, And My tongue is cleaving to My jaws;

He forsook the Fountain of Living Waters and bent towards the broken cistern, or hollow rock, that was Kepha.

Jeremiah 17 covers this as well:

Jer 17:3  “MY MOUNTAIN in the field, I give as plunder your wealth, all your treasures, your high places of sin, throughout all your borders.

Yahusha is the “mountain” in the field. This mountain is spoken of in Psalms 30:

Psa 30:7  יהוה, in Your good pleasure You have made MY MOUNTAIN to stand strong; You hid Your face, and I was troubled.

His house was broken into when he was bound and plundered.

Jer 17:3  “My mountain in the field, I GIVE AS PLUNDER YOUR WEALTH, all your treasures, your high places of sin, throughout all your borders.

Mat 12:29  “Or how is one able to enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And THEN HE SHALL PLUNDER his house.

Yahusha was bound to Peter and trusted in Kepha for deliverance:

Jer 17:5  Thus said יהוה, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his arm, and whose heart turns away from יהוה.

Cursed is Yahusha for trusting in Peter and making him his “arm” or “help/strength”.

H2220   (Strong)

זְרֹעָה זְרוֹעָה זְרֹעַ זְרוֹעַ

zerôa‛ zerôa‛ zerô‛âh zerô‛âh

zer-o'-ah (1,2), zer-o-aw' (3,4)

From H2232; the arm (as stretched out), or (of animals) the foreleg; figuratively force: - arm, + help, mighty, power, shoulder, strength.

Also, cursed is the man who hangs from a tree:

Gal 3:13  Messiah redeemed us from the curse of the Torah, having become a curse for us – for it has been written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs upon a tree.”

It's not as though he wasn't cursed, for he was.

Yahusha trusted in Peter for his deliverance, and was cursed on account of it. This was ordained as a teaching point.

Jer 17:13  O יהוה, the expectation of Yisra’ěl, all who forsake You are put to shame. “Those who depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken יהוה, the fountain of living waters.”

Those who depart from me shall be written in the earth. This is another reference to the “Petrodace”, the Peter like, also known as the “rocky ground” of the parable of the sower.

Mat 26:56  “But all this came to be, so that the Scriptures of the prophets might be filled.” Then ALL THE TAUGHT ONES LEFT HIM AND FLED.

All of the apostles departed, and so it is for them to be the foundation stones. The foundation stones of a building are either completely or partially buried in the earth.

Rev 21:14  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve emissaries of the Lamb.

Jer 17:13  …“Those who depart from Me shall be written in the earth,..

Mat 26:56  ...” Then ALL THE TAUGHT ONES LEFT HIM AND FLED.

Jer 17:14  Heal me, O יהוה, so that I am healed. Save me, so that I am saved, for You are my praise.

Jer 17:15  See, they say to me, “Where is the word of יהוה? Let it come now!”

They say to me “where is the word of YAHUAH? LET IT COME NOW!” This is a reference to the crucifixion:

Mat 27:39  And those passing by were blaspheming Him, shaking their heads,

Mat 27:40  and saying, “You who destroy the Dwelling Place and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of Elohim, come down from the stake.”

Mat 27:41  And likewise the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocking, said,

Mat 27:42  “He saved others – He is unable to save Himself. If He is the Sovereign of Yisra’ěl, LET HIM NOW COME DOWN from the stake, and we shall believe Him.

Mat 27:43  “He trusted in Elohim, let Him rescue Him now if He desires Him, for He said, ‘I am the Son of Elohim.’ ”

The verse about the nations passing by and looking on the “great city” was both a prophecy concerning Yahusha as well as all of the house of Yisrael, and Yerushalayim.

Yerushalayim was destroyed because Yahusha was destroyed. He was their test. However it was that they received Yahusha would determine their reward. If they would have accepted him and exalted his teaching, YAHUAH would have exalted them. If they rejected, or forsook him and his teaching, YAHUAH would have rejected them, and as we know, the latter is the case. It had to be this way in order to fulfill Scripture.

Mat 26:56  “But all this came to be, so that the Scriptures of the prophets might be filled.” Then all the taught ones left Him and fled.

So it couldn't have happened any other way.

It was ordained for Yahusha to bend toward Peter and to forsake YAHUAH, and as a result of this, YAHUAH forsook Yahusha for the moment so the nations could pass by and look on the “great city”, that “mighty man” whose house was broken into and ravaged.

The stumbling block that was Peter had to come, as Yahusha stated:

Mat 18:7  “Woe to the world because of stumbling-blocks! FOR IT IS NECESSARY FOR STUMBLING BLOCKS TO COME, but woe to that man by whom the stumbling-block comes!

And why is it necessary for stumbling blocks to come? To fulfill the Scriptures:

Mat 26:56  “But all this came to be, so that the Scriptures of the prophets might be filled.” Then all the taught ones left Him and fled.

Matthew 18 is speaking of Peter. Yahusha was referring to Peter when he said “woe unto him by whom the stumbling block comes”.

Yahusha then goes on to say that if a member of your own body offends you, you should cast it away, and that it would be better to enter into life maimed than for the entire body to be thrown into the furnace.

This “body part” Yahusha was referring to was Peter, the same man who “offended”, or caused Yahusha to stumble. This is the same man by whom the stumbling block comes. Woe to that man.

Yahusha continues on with this same train of thought in the chapter. He goes on to speak of a brother who offends you. Yahusha is touching on the same matter of the man of woe, the man by whom the stumbling block comes, also that same body part that offends:

Mat 18:15  “And if your brother sins against you, go and convict him, between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.

“Sins” above is hamartano:

G264   (Strong)

ἁμαρτάνω

hamartanō

ham-ar-tan'-o

Perhaps from G1 (as a negative particle) and the base of G3313; properly to miss the mark (and so not share in the prize), that is, (figuratively) to err, especially (morally) to sin: - for your faults, offend, sin, trespass.

It is to offend, just as “Stumbling block”:

G4625   (Strong)

σκάνδαλον

skandalon

skan'-dal-on

A “scandal”; probably from a derivative of G2578; a trap stick (bent sapling), that is, snare (figuratively cause of displeasure or sin): - occasion to fall (of stumbling), offence, thing that offends, stumbling-block.

Peter is the stumbling block that offends, or causes one to sin by causing them to bend.

“The Mouths Of Witnesses”

Mat 18:15  “And if your brother sins against you, go and convict him, between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.

Peter offends Yahusha by binding him with his words which worked contrary to the Will of YAHUAH. This was reckoned as Peters sin.

This “binding” is essentially influencing something or someone to agree with your point of view or submit to your command. Yahusha sensed the binding and rebuked Peter. This binding was attempted in the wilderness but Yahusha withstood it:

Mat 4:10  Then יהושע said to him, “Go, Satan! For it has been written, ‘You shall worship יהוה your Elohim, and Him alone you shall serve.’ ”

Mat 4:11  Then the devil left Him, and see, messengers came and attended Him.

The devil left him. The binding didn't take.

When Peter tempted Yahusha, he never left. He hung around, all the way to the bitter end.

Peter sins against Yahusha by rejecting the Word that came from him. Yahusha has somewhat to say about those who reject his Words:

Jhn 14:23  יהושע answered him, “If anyone loves Me, he shall guard My Word. And My Father shall love him, and We shall come to him and make Our stay with him.

Jhn 14:24  “He who does not love Me does not guard My Words. And the Word which you hear is not Mine but of the Father Who sent Me.

Peter refused to believe the Word given by Yahusha and offered his own wisdom in its stead, and then, Yahusha rebukes him:

Mrk 8:33  And turning around and seeing His taught ones, He rebuked Kěpha, saying, “Get behind Me, Satan! For your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

Yahusha convicted Peter personally. This didn't stop Peter however from continually resisting the Words of YAHUAH which flowed through Yahusha and choosing to lean on his own understanding:

Mat 26:31  Then יהושע said to them, “All of you shall stumble in Me this night, for it has been written, ‘I shall strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’

Mat 26:32  “But after I have been raised, I shall go before you into Galil.”

Mat 26:33  And KEPHA ANSWERING, said to Him, “Even if all stumble in You, I SHALL NEVER STUMBLE.”

Mat 26:34  יהושע said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this night, before the cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.”

Mat 26:35  Kěpha said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I shall not deny You!” All the taught ones said the same too.

Here, not only did Peter refuse the Waters of Shiloh, the Words of YAHUAH flowing through Yahusha, but he encouraged the other taught ones to do the same:

Mat 26:35  … All the taught ones said the same too.

After the interaction in Matthew chapter 16, when Yahusha tells Peter “get behind me Satan”, convicting him for his impudence, Yahusha takes Peter and two others to the Mount of Transfiguration:

Mat 17:1   And after six days יהושע took Kěpha, and Ya‛aqoḇ, and Yoḥanan his brother, and brought them up on a high mountain by themselves,

The reason for this was to bring in another witness:

Mat 18:15  “And if your brother sins against you, go and convict him, between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.

Mat 18:16  “But if he does not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word might be established.’

By the mouth of two or three.

This time, YAHUAH convicted Peter from the Column of Cloud personally, admonishing Peter to “Hear Yahusha”.

Mat 17:4  And Kěpha answering, said to יהושע, “Master, it is good for us to be here. If You wish, let us make here three booths: one for You, one for Mosheh, and one for Ěliyahu.”

Mat 17:5  While he was still speaking, see, a bright cloud overshadowed them. And see, A VOICE CAME OUT OF THE CLOUD, saying, “This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I did delight. HEAR HIM!”

This was a very important and pressing matter. Peter displayed the spirit of disbelief. Yahusha told Peter he had to be killed and resurrected, but Peter was not accepting of this. Yahusha convicted Peter personally of his offense.

Yahusha then went on to hint at Peters eventual denial of Yahusha by stating that one must deny themselves, as opposed to denying him:

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

Mat 16:24  Then יהושע said to His taught ones, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, and take up his stake, and follow Me.

Mat 16:25  “For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it.

During this same dissertation, Yahusha touches on the severity of Peters earlier offense of rejecting Yahushas Words:

Luk 9:23  And He said to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his stake daily, and follow Me.

Luk 9:26  “FOR WHOEVER IS ASHAMED OF Me and MY WORDS, of him the Son of Aḏam shall be ashamed when He comes in His esteem, and in His Father’s, and of the set-apart messengers.

Yahusha then prepares them for a major upcoming event:

Mat 16:27  “For the Son of Aḏam is going to come in the esteem of His Father with His messengers, and then He shall reward each according to his works.

Mat 16:28  “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death at all until they see the Son of Aḏam coming in His reign:“

In Matthew 16:27-28 as well as Luke 9, Yahusha announces the upcoming Transfiguration on the Mount. He announces this in the context of calling out Peter's shortcomings of denying Yahusha and rejecting his Words.

The Transfiguration on the Mount was a continuation of dealing with Peters offense.

The first time Yahusha dealt with Peter on his offense, it was at the mouth of one witness.

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

Mat 18:15  “And if your brother sins against you, go and convict him, between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother.

The follow up was on the Mount of Transfiguration, and this brought a second Voice in the presence of two others:

Mat 18:16  “But if he does not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word might be established.’

Luk 9:28  And it came to be, about eight days after these words, taking with Him Kěpha and Yoḥanan and Ya‛aqoḇ, He went up to the mountain to pray…

Luk 9:35  And A VOICE CAME OUT OF THE CLOUD, saying, “THIS IS MY SON, the Beloved. HEAR HIM!”

This was the second witness.

Kepha just had to drop his two cents on the Mount, and he was basically told to stop talking and to listen to what Yahusha was saying. And what was Yahusha talking to Mosheh and Eliyahu about? Once again, it was about his death and resurrection:

Luk 9:30  And see, two men were talking with Him, who were Mosheh and Ěliyahu,

Luk 9:31  who having appeared in esteem, spoke of His death which He was about to complete at Yerushalayim…

Luk 9:33  And it came to be, as they were parting from Him, Kěpha said to יהושע, “Master, it is good for us to be here. And let us make three booths: one for You, and one for Mosheh, and one for Ěliyahu,” not knowing what he said.

Luk 9:34  And as he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them. And they were afraid as they entered the cloud.

Luk 9:35  And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My Son, the Beloved. HEAR HIM!”

This was done as a witness against Peter, and it was done in a fashion so that not only would it be a witness against Peter and his error of not listening to Yahusha, but also so the two others that were present would understand the importance of not rejecting the Words of Yahusha, especially the ones he had just spoken to concerning not denying him but following him with his stake and not being ashamed of his Words and taking them lightly or dismissing them altogether.

If Yahusha had not rebuked Peter on this, there would have been no indictment. But because he rebuked him personally, making his sin known to him, and then brought him to the Mount of Transfig to be reproved in front of Mosheh and Eliyahu expressly by the Voice of the Father, Peter is now without excuse:

Jhn 15:22  “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.

Jhn 15:23  “He who hates Me hates My Father as well.

Jhn 15:24  “If I did not do among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin. But now they have both seen and have hated both Me and My Father,

The progression of Peters reproof went from Peter being corrected by Yahusha to him being corrected by the Voice of YAHUAH from the Column of Cloud in the presence of two others.

And again, this matter of bringing the two others was for their benefit:

1Ti 5:19  Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses.

1Ti 5:20  Reprove those who are sinning, in the presence of all, SO THAT THE REST MIGHT ALSO FEAR.

And so Yahusha asked for two more, Mosheh and Eliyahu, and this was for a witness, to witness of Peters offense, the offense of basically “not taking things as seriously as he should”.

Peter was rocky ground. Whenever Peter inevitably denied Yahusha three times on the night of the arrest, Peter would not be able to say that it was because he did not know what was going on, because Yahusha repeatedly told him. Peter just didn't take the matter to heart:

Mat 16:21  From that time יהושע began to show to His taught ones that it was necessary for Him to … be killed, and to be raised again the third day.

Mat 16:22  And Kěpha took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be kind to Yourself, Master, this shall not be to You!”

Luk 9:30  And see, two men were talking with Him,..

Luk 9:31  who … spoke of His death which He was about to complete at Yerushalayim.

Luk 9:32  But Kěpha and those with him were heavy with sleep.

Luk 9:33  And it came to be, as they were parting from Him, Kěpha said to יהושע, “Master, it is good for us to be here…

Luk 9:34  And as he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them. And THEY WERE AFRAID as they entered the cloud.

Luk 9:35  And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My Son, the Beloved. HEAR HIM!”

It's clear the point that was being made was that they needed to HEAR HIM. Again, the problem was that nobody was. They weren't taking His Words seriously. They were children of disbelief.

They had been with him for over three years, and in all of that time, they did not truly believe that he was True in all that he said. They definitely believed that he was capable of performing miracles and healing the sick, and they certainly thought that it was pretty cool that he chose them to hang out with, but they didn't wholeheartedly believe everything he said. They had no idea, but he was building up a case against them:

Jhn 15:24  “If I did not do among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin. But now they have both seen and have hated both Me and My Father,

This is apparent by their interaction during the last supper. Keep in mind, at this point, they had three years to come to an understanding:

Jhn 16:16  “A little while, and you do not see Me, and again a little while, and you shall see Me.”

Jhn 16:17  Therefore some of His taught ones said to one another, “What is this that He says to us, ‘A little while, and you do not see Me, and again a little while, and you shall see Me,’ and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?”

Jhn 16:18  So they said, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know what He is saying.”

Jhn 16:19  יהושע, therefore, knew that they were wishing to ask Him, and He said to them, “Are you asking one another about what I said, ‘A little while, and you do not see Me, and again a little while, and you shall see Me’?...

Jhn 16:25  “These words I have spoken to you in figures of speech, but an hour is coming when I shall no longer speak to you in figures of speech, but I shall declare the Father plainly to you.

Jhn 16:26  “In that day you shall ask in My Name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father on your behalf,

Jhn 16:27  for the Father Himself does love you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from Elohim.

Jhn 16:28  “I came forth from the Father and have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father.”

Jhn 16:29  His taught ones said to Him, “See, now You are speaking plainly, and not using figure of speech!

Jhn 16:30  “NOW WE KNOW that You know all, and have no need that anyone should question You. BY THIS WE BELIEVE that You came forth from Elohim.”

Jhn 16:31  יהושע answered them, “DO YOU NOW BELIEVE?

Jhn 16:32  “See, an hour is coming, and has now come, that you are scattered, each to his own, and leave Me alone. Yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

They were of the disbelief. He made this clear to them:

Jhn 14:28  “You heard that I said to you, ‘I am going away and I am coming to you.’ If you did love Me, you would have rejoiced that I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I.

Jhn 14:29  “And now I have told you before it takes place, that WHEN IT DOES TAKE PLACE, YOU SHALL BELIEVE.

They weren't taking his words to heart. They did much service with their mouths, but their hearts were far from him:

Mat 15:8  ‘This people draw near to Me with their mouth, and respect Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.

This is the spirit Peter displayed - drawing near with the mouth:

Mat 16:16  And Shim‛on Kěpha answering, said, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living Elohim.”

Mat 26:33  And Kěpha answering, said to Him, “Even if all stumble in You, I shall never stumble.”

Mat 26:34  יהושע said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this night, before the cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.”

Yea the mouth was near, but the heart was as far as the east was from the west:

Mat 26:35  Kěpha said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I shall not deny You!” All the taught ones said the same too.

Mat 26:56  “But all this came to be, so that the Scriptures of the prophets might be filled.” Then all the taught ones left Him and fled.

Mat 26:73  And after a while those who stood by came to him and said to Kěpha, “Truly you are one of them too, for even your speech gives you away.”

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

And now we come to the crowing of the cock.

Mat 18:16  “But if he does not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word might be established.’

Mat 18:17  “And if he refuses to hear them, say it to the assembly. And if he refuses even to hear the assembly, let him be to you like the nations and a tax collector.

Peter was witnessed to by a third voice, the cock. The cock made his denial known to all of the apostles:

Mat 26:34  יהושע said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this night, before the cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.”

Mat 26:35  Kěpha said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I shall not deny You!” All the taught ones said the same too.

Yahusha told the assembly that the sounding of the cock would signal Peters denial.

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

And this witnessed to the assembly that Peter had officially denied Yahushas words once again.

This is what Qoheleth was prophesying of in Ecclesiastes:

Ecc 10:20  DO NOT CURSE THE SOVEREIGN, even in your thought; do not curse the rich, even in your bedroom; FOR A BIRD OF THE HEAVENS CONVEYS THE VOICE, and a bird in flight makes the matter known.

Ecclesiastes gives two bird calls that convey the matter, as Mark specifies that it was two cock calls that transpired:

Mrk 14:72  And a second time the cock crowed. And Kěpha remembered the word that יהושע had said to him, “Before the cock crows twice, you shall deny Me three times.” And thinking on it, he wept.

We can see the night of Yahushas trial clearly at the end of Ecclesiastes 10:

Ecc 10:18  Because of laziness the framework tumbles, and through idleness of hands the house leaks.

Because of laziness the framework tumbles and through idleness the house leaks. What is this laziness and idleness?:

Mat 26:40  And He came to the taught ones AND FOUND THEM ASLEEP, and said to Kěpha, “So, were you not able to watch with Me one hour?

And it was because of their failure to watch because of slumber that the house was broken into and plundered.

They couldn't stay awake on the mount of Transfiguration nor in the garden. This is what Isaiah was referring to:

Isa 56:10  HIS WATCHMEN are blind, all of them, they have not known. ALL OF THEM ARE DUMB dogs, unable to bark, dreaming, lying down, LOVING TO SLUMBER.

They are dumb dogs. Dumb means to be speechless:

Mrk 14:40  And having returned, HE FOUND THEM ASLEEP AGAIN, for their eyes were heavy. And THEY DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO ANSWER HIM.

Isa 56:11  And the dogs have a strong appetite, they never have enough. AND THEY ARE SHEPHERDS! They have not known understanding. All of them look to their own way, every one for his own gain, from his own end, saying,

Isa 56:12  "Come, let me bring wine and fill ourselves with strong drink. And tomorrow shall be as today, even much greater.”

Ecc 10:19  A feast is made for laughter, and wine gladdens life; and the silver answers all.

The feast that is made for laughter is Passover. Tomorrow shall be as today is referring to the Passover the Yehudim were observing which occurred a day after the Passover Yahusha and the apostles observed, only the Yehudims Passover would be much greater.

The silver that answers all is the thirty pieces of silver.

Mat 26:14  Then one of the twelve, called Yehuḏah from Qerioth, went to the chief priests,

Mat 26:15  and said, “What would you give me to deliver Him to you?” And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver.

Ecc 10:20  DO NOT CURSE THE SOVEREIGN, even in your thought; do not curse the rich, even in your bedroom; for a bird of the heavens conveys the voice, and a bird in flight makes the matter known.

And then Peters “cursing” of the Sovereign Yahusha which was announced in front of the assembly by the cock for all to hear.

Mat 26:74  Then HE BEGAN TO CURSE and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” AND IMMEDIATELY A COCK CROWED.

All of this in the order it transpired that night:

The laziness bringing down the house which was the slumber during the watch:

Mat 26:45  Then He came to His taught ones and said to them, “Still sleeping and taking rest? See, the hour has come near, and the Son of Aḏam is delivered up into the hands of sinners.

The silver answering the questions:

Luk 22:48  And יהושע said to him, “Yehuḏah, do you deliver up the Son of Aḏam with a kiss?”

Jhn 18:4  יהושע, then, knowing all that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?”

And the cock announcing Peters denial:

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

To briefly recap the matter of the mouths of two or three witnesses:

Yahusha reproved Peter, the mouth of one witness:

Mat 18:15  “And if your brother sins against you, go and convict him, between you and him alone…if he hears you…

Peter didn't hear, that is to say, he didn't take it to heart.

Mat 18:16  “But if he does not hear, take with you one or two more,

So the Mouth of One more was brought in, and this in the presence of two others, as this was the Voice of the Father.

Mat 17:5  …a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I did delight. Hear Him!”

But Peter still did not hear, or take the matter to heart.

Mat 18:17  “And if he refuses to hear them, say it to the assembly.

And so Peters insolence was brought forth to the assembly, and this at the mouth of a third witness, a rooster:

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

Mat 26:75  And Kěpha remembered the word of יהושע who had said to him, “Before a cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.” And going out, he wept bitterly.

And still, Peter did not hear, he did not believe. Another assembly came to Peter and the others, and began speaking on the matter of, you guessed it, his resurrection. Again - disbelief.

Luk 24:11  And their words appeared to them to be nonsense, and they did not believe them.

After Peters third denial, he wept bitterly. Ecclesiastes 10:18 says that because of idleness the house leaks.

The word “leaks” means to “weep”:

H1811   (Strong)

דָּלַף

dâlaph

daw-laf'

A primitive root; to drip; by implication to weep: - drop through, melt, pour out.

At the crowing of the cock, Peter understood that the house was broken into and tore down because of his failure to watch for just one hour, and this realization pierced him through his heart. He wept bitterly.

Yahusha also “wept” in the Garden of Gethsemane while the watchmen slumbered in laziness.

The word above, “dalaph”, is used two other times in Scripture, both in context of the night in the garden of Gethsemane. First in Job:

Job 16:10  They open wide their mouths at me, in scorn they have stricken my cheeks, they mass themselves together against me…

Job 16:20  My friends are they that scorn me; my eyes POUR OUT TEARS (dalaph) to Eloah.

And then Psalms:

Psa 119:25  Dalet My being has been clinging to the dust; Revive me according to Your word…

Psa 119:28  My being has wept from grief; Strengthen me according to Your word.

Yahusha wept in the garden, in the days of his flesh:

Heb 5:7  who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and petitions with strong crying and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His reverent fear,

He wept as he “fell on the ground”, or as he was “clinging to the dust”:

Psa 119:25  Dalet My being has been clinging to the dust;...

Mrk 14:35  And He went on a little, and fell on the ground,...

And as he was weeping, he was strengthened:

Psa 119:28  My being has wept from grief; Strengthen me according to Your word.

Luk 22:43  And there appeared a messenger from heaven to Him, strengthening Him.

Luk 22:44  And being in agony, He was praying more earnestly. And His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

All three accounts of “dalaph” are used to describe the anguish of Yahusha the night of his arrest.

And so, to bring it back around, Peter was witnessed to once, then twice, then three times, the third time at the mouth of the chicken. Peter still did not hear, he still did not believe, and so he became like a tax collector:

Mat 18:17  “And if he refuses to hear them, say it to the assembly. And if he refuses even to hear the assembly, let him be to you like the nations and a tax collector.

Luk 24:11  And their words appeared to them to be nonsense, and they did not believe them.

Luk 24:25  And He said to them, “O thoughtless ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!

And so Peter became like the nations, or like a tax collector:

Mat 9:11  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His taught ones, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners:

Luk 24:41  And while they were still not believing for joy, and marvelling, He said to them, “Have you any food here?”

Luk 24:42  And they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish and some honeycomb.

Luk 24:43  And taking it He ate in their presence.

And:

Jhn 21:12  יהושע said to them, “Come, have breakfast.” And not one of the taught ones had the courage to ask Him, “Who are You?,” knowing that it was the Master.

Jhn 21:13  יהושע came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the same with the fish.

And:

Mrk 16:14  Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat at the table. And He reproached their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He was raised.

Mat 9:11  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His taught ones, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

Mat 9:12  And יהושע hearing this, said to them, “Those who are strong have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

Mat 9:13  “But go and learn what this means, ‘I desire compassion and not offering.’ …

He ate with those who forsook him and walked with them because he desires mercy and compassion.

Mat 9:13…For I did not come to call the righteous to repentance, but sinners.”

Luk 24:32  And they said to each other, “Was not our heart burning within us as He was speaking to us on the way, and as He was opening the Scriptures to us?”

After speaking on the matter of witnessing to one who causes you to stumble in Matthew 18, Yahusha points out Peter again by referencing the one (Peter) having the authority to bind the heavens and earth:

Mat 18:17  “And if he refuses to hear them, say it to the assembly. And if he refuses even to hear the assembly, let him be to you like the nations and a tax collector.

Mat 18:18  “Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be having been bound in heaven, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be having been loosened in heaven.

In Matthew 18, Yahusha mentions the woeful one through whom the stumbling block comes (Peter), he then mentions casting off the member of your body that offends (Peter), and then speaks on the matter of witnessing to a brother who sins against you (Peter) who has been given the keys to bind and loosen the heavens and the earth (Peter).

Peters conscience was pricked on account of all of this veiled speech which was directed at him, so he wanted clarification on these things. So he asks:

Mat 18:21  Then Kěpha came to Him and said, “Master, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”

Yahusha then goes on to present Peter a parable. And let us not forget why he spoke to people in parables:

Mat 13:13  “Because of this I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.

So Kepha, pricked in conscience, asks “how many times should I forgive my brother? Seven times?”

And Yahusha says not only seven, but seventy times seven. And then the parable.

In the next chapter, we will understand the veiled message Yahusha was giving to Peter through the parable.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 4

The Stumbling Block IV

The Parables and Their Audience

✦ ✦ ✦

“The Stumbling Block Iv”

If it hasn't been clear up until now, let it be understood that when a parable was presented to someone, it was pertaining to that audience. It wasn't a random obscure story the listener was unable to interpret that was about someone else. Yes, it could always apply to someone other than the listener, as everything is common to man. The trespass or fault that befalls one can easily await another. While the parable could apply to someone else, it's primary purpose was to be directed toward the listener, whether they understood the message or not.

This parable at the end of Matthew 18 was for Peter to hear, but not to understand at the time he heard it. If one thinks the assertion that the apostles did not understand the parables is erroneous, perish the thought. Consider the Word:

Mrk 4:13  And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then shall you understand all the parables?

Luk 9:43  And they were all amazed at the greatness of Elohim. And while all were marvelling at all that יהושע did, He said to His taught ones,

Luk 9:44  “Lay up in your ears these words, for the Son of Aḏam is about to be delivered into the hands of men.”

Luk 9:45  But they did not understand this saying, and it was veiled from them so that they did not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.

Mat 16:8  But יהושע, aware of this, said to them, “O you of little belief, why do you reason among yourselves because you brought no bread?

Mat 16:9  “Do you still not understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you picked up?

There was much the apostles couldn't wrap their minds around. They weren't to understand things until well after the resurrection:

Jhn 12:16  At first His taught ones did not understand this. But when יהושע was esteemed, then they remembered that this was written about Him and that they had done this to Him.

Jhn 14:9  יהושע said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father, and how do you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

Jhn 14:10  “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak from Myself. But the Father who stays in Me does His works.

Jhn 14:28  “You heard that I said to you, ‘I am going away and I am coming to you.’ If you did love Me, you would have rejoiced that I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I.

Jhn 14:29  “And now I have told you before it takes place, that when it does take place, YOU SHALL BELIEVE.

He had spent more than three years with them, and in all of that time, they did not believe the things he was saying. He spoke to them in parables, and they didnt understand.

Even when he spoke clearly to them, they still did not possess the heart to believe:

Jhn 16:29  His taught ones said to Him, “See, now You are speaking plainly, and not using figure of speech!

Jhn 16:30  “Now we know that You know all, and have no need that anyone should question You. By this we believe that You came forth from Elohim.”

Jhn 16:31  יהושע answered them, “DO YOU NOW BELIEVE?

Jhn 16:32  “See, an hour is coming, and has now come, that you are scattered, each to his own, and leave Me alone. Yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

Even when he spoke plainly, their faith was incomplete.

The parable at the end of Matt 18 was for Peter.

Mat 18:21  Then Kěpha came to Him and said, “Master, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”

Mat 18:22  יהושע said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

Mat 18:23  “Because of this the reign of the heavens is like a certain man,...

Peter displayed a guilty conscience in asking for clarification concerning what Yahusha had been saying earlier in the chapter. Peter wasn't asking the question about how many times he should forgive someone because he was actually curious about how many times he should forgive someone. His conscience was pricked. He was asking because he was curious how many times he could mess up and cause Yahusha to stumble and still be forgiven. But he was afraid to come right out and ask for clarification, as this was their nature:

Luk 9:45  But they did not understand this saying, and it was veiled from them so that they did not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask Him about this saying.

Because he was afraid to come right out and ask how many times Yahusha would forgive him, he attempted to cleverly ask the question in a way that he felt would not directly implicate himself. It's like when someone says “I have this friend who…”, and so on and so forth, when really there is no “friend”, the person is asking on behalf of themselves and is simply using the “I have this friend” charade to conceal this. Peter took this same approach. Instead of “how many times can I be forgiven for my trespasses”, it was “how many times should I forgive someone who trespasses against me”. Again, pretty clever. Peter shows a degree of ingenuity.

Peter did not fully understand what was being said in Matthew 18, but he did have an idea that it was directed at him, and so Yahusha proceeds with a parable and lays it on a little thicker.

Mat 18:23  “Because of this the reign of the heavens is like a certain man, a sovereign who wished to settle accounts with his servants.

Mat 18:24  “And when he had begun to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents,

Mat 18:25  but as he was unable to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.

Mat 18:26  “Then the servant fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I shall pay you all.’

Yahusha gives Peter a parable about a Sovereign who came to settle accounts with His Servants. The sovereign in the parable is YAHUAH.

Peter owed a debt. Peter denied Yahusha and His Word, which is the Word of YAHUAH. For this there was consequence:

Luk 9:23  And He said to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his stake daily, and follow Me.

Luk 9:24  “For WHOEVER WISHES TO SAVE HIS LIFE SHALL LOSE IT, but whoever loses his life for My sake shall save it.

Luk 9:25  “For what is a man profited if he gains all the world, and is himself destroyed or lost?

Luk 9:26  “For WHOEVER IS ASHAMED OF ME and My words, OF HIM THE SON OF ADAM SHALL BE ASHAMED WHEN HE COMES IN HIS ESTEEM, and in His Father’s, and of the set-apart messengers.

Peter was to lose his life for denying and being ashamed of Yahusha and his Words. Peter senses that he would lose his life the night Yahusha was apprehended, and chose to recant on his stance concerning Yahusha, thus temporarily saving his own life.

Peter had a debt to pay. The parable Yahusha presented to Peter spoke of a servant who owed a debt.

Mat 18:25  but as he was unable to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.

Peter owed a debt and the price was his life, but he was not sold, neither made to pay. And why was Peter not treated harshly by his Master on account of his transgressions?

Mat 18:27  “And the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.

As in Matthew 9:

Mat 9:12  And יהושע hearing this, said to them, “Those who are strong have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

Mat 9:13  “But go and learn what this means, ‘I desire compassion and not offering.’ For I did not come to call the righteous to repentance, but sinners.

Yahusha was of the understanding that transgressors deserve compassion and mercy and forgiveness because they “know not what they do”:

Luk 23:33  And when they had come to the place called Golgotha, they impaled Him there, and the evil-doers, one on the right and the other on the left.

Luk 23:34  And יהושע said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.”

This goes back to what Yahusha said at the beginning of the parable:

Mat 18:21  Then Kěpha came to Him and said, “Master, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”

Mat 18:22  יהושע said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

The sovereign in the parable was absolutely given over to forgiveness and mercy, and was always more than willing to extend the hand of compassion out towards his servants.

This is what Yahusha did for Peter, he extended the hand of forgiveness out towards him and expunged his debt of death (for whosoever is ashamed of me and my Words and wishes to save his life shall lose it).

Peter is the owner of the debt who is forgiven.

What does Yahusha say that servant does next?:

Mat 18:28  “And that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. And he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’

The servant in the parable now begins to “beat” his fellow servants and fills the role of the MOTH in the parable of Matthew 24:

Mat 24:49  and (the MOTH) begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards,

And how does the servant in the parable of Matthew 18 proceed with the fellow servant who owed him money:

Mat 18:29  “Then his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I shall pay you all.’

Mat 18:30  “But he would not, and went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt.

So this “hypothetical” servant who is being revealed to Peter is first forgiven, and then when placed in a similar position to forgive a fellow servant, does not extend the same courtesy.

Mat 18:31  “And when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were deeply grieved, and came and reported to their master all that had taken place.

Mat 18:32  “Then his master called him and said to him, ‘Wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt seeing you begged me.

Mat 18:33  Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, as I also had compassion on you?’

Mat 18:34  “And his master was wroth, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.

Mat 18:35  “So also My heavenly Father SHALL DO TO YOU if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”

We can clearly see through the last verse that the parable was directed towards Peter - “SHALL DO TO YOU”.

Peter was forgiven his trespass. And again, why? The easy answer is that YAHUAH desires mercy and compassion. That's easy to remember. Short and sweet. Succinct.

But does one understand why compassion and mercy is preferred? Like, does one understand the reasoning behind YAHUAHS desire to show us compassion and mercy?

Did Peter understand?

Did Peter go on to fulfill the parable and beat his fellow servants, or did he heed the warning and skirt disaster?

Did Peter truly understand the importance of forgiving others for their shortcomings? The answer is no.

Peter wrought the works of destruction, but was forgiven. The servant in the parable was reproved because he didn't forgive according to the same measure he was forgiven.

Mat 18:32  “Then his master called him and said to him, ‘Wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt seeing you begged me.

Mat 18:33  Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, as I also had compassion on you?’

Did Peter ever condemn a fellow servant to death?

Act 5:8  And Kěpha responded to her, “Say to me whether you sold the land for so much?” And she said, “Yes, for so much.”

Act 5:9  So Kěpha said to her, “Why have you agreed to try the Spirit of יהוה? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and THEY SHALL CARRY YOU OUT.”

Act 5:10  And immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last…

Act 5:11  And great fear came upon all the assembly and upon all who heard of this.

Mat 18:31  “And when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were deeply grieved,

Peter wasn't completely forgiving when it came to the debts of others.

In fact, I would judge that death is a pretty steep penalty given the offense of the couple who withheld material possessions. One could argue that what Peter actually perceived as being withheld was true allegiance and submission to Peters commands. Is this not what Peter was forgiven for, untrue allegiance?:

Mat 26:35  Kěpha said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I shall not deny You!” All the taught ones said the same too.

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

When you consider that the servant in the parable was given the opportunity to be sold for compensation, and then was given opportunity to beg:

Mat 18:25  but as he was unable to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.

Mat 18:26  “Then the servant fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I shall pay you all.’

Mat 18:27  “And the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.

And upon begging, was released, then considering these things, Peter most certainly fell short in his obligation to pay it forward and forgive as he was forgiven. That's the bottom line. It doesn't matter that he healed this person and healed that person. For one, the healing had nothing to do with Peter or any other apostle who performed these functions. It was the faith of the person being healed that allowed YAHUAH to heal them coupled with the Spirit of YAHUAH Who chose to work through the apsostles:

Act 14:8  And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked:

Act 14:9  The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and PERCEIVING THAT HE HAD FAITH TO BE HEALED,

Act 14:10  Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.

And:

Mat 9:21  For she said to herself, “If I only touch His garment, I shall be healed.”

Mat 9:22  But יהושע turned, and when He saw her He said, “Take courage, daughter, YOUR BELIEF HAS HEALED YOU.” And the woman was healed from that hour.

And:

Mrk 10:52  And יהושע said to him, “Go, YOUR BELIEF HAS HEALED YOU.” And immediately he saw again and followed יהושע on the way.

I can possess all gifts - gifts of prophesy and gifts of healing and gifts of this and that - but if I have not love, that is, mercy, compassion and forgiveness, it profits nothing.

Even when one tells a mountain to be cast into the sea, the belief that they possess to cast it away is not their own, but the Spirit of YAHUAH that works through them.

The apostles aren't first class citizens of the Kingdom.

Yes they fostered healings and signs and miracles, but they were commanded to do these things. They were infused with Power not of their own to accomplish these things while still having their flesh to contend with. All flesh has been subject to corruption, even Yahusha:

Rom 8:20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not from choice, but because of Him who subjected it, in anticipation,

Rom 8:21  that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage to corruption into the esteemed freedom of the children of Elohim.

Heb 2:17  So in every way He had to be made like His brothers, in order to become a compassionate and trustworthy High Priest in matters related to Elohim, to make atonement for the sins of the people.

And if Yahusha, how much more the rest.

While Peter did many great things in the Spirit, he likewise fell short many times in the flesh.

While he received forgiveness through the Spirit, he administered condemnation through the flesh.

Yea, the apostles performed the miracles because they were commanded to do so. Not commanded in the sense that they were told to do something, and they made a decision by their own will to do that thing. Never think it.

They were COMMANDED to do things, the same way the Light is commanded into existence. “Let there be Light.”

You don't walk into a dark room, and say to the light switch, “alright light switch, it's dark in here and I can't see…I'm really gonna need some light. I've given you the power to give it to me, so I'm going to need you to go ahead and flip!”.

The light switch doesn't then sit there and think, “my person needs me…I'm going to do the thing and exercise my power and give them that light!”

That's not how it works. That's also not the relationship that existed between the apostles and YAHUAH.

The light switch (apostle) doesn't give light because it exercised its own free will. The switch gives light because the Finger of One much Greater than itself decides that it will work through said light switch, bringing about the Light that He so desires.

The switch is COMMANDED to turn on the light without any way to impede the Will of Him who decides to turn it on.

As it pertains to wills, it's not a joint effort - urm, well, I guess it kind of is a joint effort if you use the Finger analogy - but Finger analogies aside, there is no joint effort between YAHUAH and the apostles as it pertains to the Working of the Set Apart Spirit. YAHUAH commands and it is done. The apostles had no say so in the matter.

This is what Peter came to understand:

2Pe 1:21  for prophecy never came by the desire of man, but men of Elohim spoke, being moved by the Set-apart Spirit.

This is what Paul understood:

1Co 15:9  For I am the least of the emissaries, who am not worthy to be called an emissary, because I persecuted the assembly of Elohim.

1Co 15:10  But by the favour of Elohim I am what I am, and His favour toward me was not in vain, but I laboured much more than they all, YET NOT I, BUT THE FAVOR OF ELOHIM WITH ME.

Therefore, let no man boast. Let no man say “look, I have performed miracles”, or “I have healed the sick”, or “I have spoken in tongues”, for no man has done these things, but it is the Spirit of YAHUAH that performs such works.

Therefore, let every man, when he has finished his service in the flesh, say “I am unworthy”, as the parable prescribes:

Luk 17:7  “But who of you, having a servant ploughing or shepherding, would say to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’?

Luk 17:8  “But would he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare somewhat for my supper, and gird yourself and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you shall eat and drink’?

Luk 17:9  “Would he thank that servant because he did what he was commanded? I think not.

Luk 17:10  “So also you, when you have done all that you were COMMANDED, say, WE ARE UNWORTHY SERVANTS, we have done what was our duty to do.’ ”

This is what Peter did.

Mat 18:34  “And his master was wroth, and delivered him to the torturers until HE SHOULD PAY ALL THAT WAS DUE TO HIM

Peter finally paid off his debt. What was the price set for Peter? Yahusha told him:

Jhn 21:19  Now this He said, signifying by what DEATH he (Peter) would esteem Elohim. And having said this, He said to him, “Follow Me.”

And what does “follow me” mean exactly?

Mat 16:24  Then יהושע said to His taught ones, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and TAKE UP HIS STAKE, and FOLLOW ME.

The taking up of the stake and following Yahusha meant that Peter would lose his life, and this was the debt that he owed.

Peter paid his debt as the Romans crucified him at a Roman Circus. Peter finally took up his stake and followed Yahusha. Debt paid in full. Olé!

And just as the parable proclaimed, when a shepherd servant comes in from the field from completing his service, as Peter did when he took up his stake, no longer carrying the implements of a shepherd who leads, but laying them down and taking up the stake, girding himself with the dressing of a lamb who follows (Follow Me), when the shepherd servant comes in from leading and is now in position to follow, he is to say, “I am unworthy”, and this is exactly what Peter did.

He understood that he did no great things in his life. Yes he healed some and prophesied some, but it wasn't really him doing these things. He was only doing as he was commanded, commandeered by a Spirit who wielded control over him. He was only a conduit through which the Spirit of YAHUAH was working to bring Glory to His Name. These accomplishments of healing and miracles were the Works of the Spirit, not the works of Peter. Everyman is judged according to his own works, not the Works the Spirit does through them.

Peter came to understand that apart from the Works that YAHUAH did through him, Works which he could not take any credit for, he was unworthy.

When Peter came in from the field to pay his debt, taking up his stake, he asked to be crucified upside down. And the reason for this is that he was “unworthy”.

Luk 17:10  “So also you, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants, we have done what was our duty to do.’ ”

Despite the Works of the Set Apart Spirit which were accomplished through him, Peter fell short of the Glory of YAHUAH. He condemned a woman to death by way of his decree:

Act 5:9  So Kěpha said to her, “Why have you agreed to try the Spirit of יהוה? Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, AND THEY SHALL CARRY YOU OUT.”

Act 5:10  And immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last.

What was the cause of her death? Faith. Just as faith can heal, it can just as easily kill. This woman died from belief, belief in the words of the man who was given the keys to the kingdom, the authority to bind and loosen.

Pro 18:21  Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those loving it eat its fruit.

Deu 30:14  “For the Word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart – to do it.

Deu 30:15  “See, I have set before you today life and good, and death and evil,

Deu 30:19  “I have called the heavens and the earth as witnesses today against you: I have set before you life and death, the BLESSING and the CURSE. Therefore you shall choose life, so that you live, both you and your seed,

He says we should choose life and blessing over cursing and death. Why? Because it is the Will of YAHUAH that none should perish:

2Pe 3:9  יהוה is not slow in regard to the promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward us, not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

In the tongue is the Power to heal:

Mrk 5:34  And He said to her, “Daughter, your belief has healed you. Go in peace, and be relieved from your affliction.”

And the Power to curse:

Mrk 11:14  And יהושע, responding, said to it, “Let no one eat fruit from you ever again.” And His taught ones heard it.

Mrk 11:21  Then Kěpha, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered.”

Peter was bestowed with this same authority, the power to bind and loosen, the power to curse and heal.

When he said to the wife of the man who withheld their possessions, did he speak healing, or cursing? Did he forgive, or did he condemn?

We already know. He spoke condemnation. He spoke death and curse.

Act 5:9  …Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, AND THEY SHALL CARRY YOU OUT.”

It was Peter and those of his likeness whom Psalm 109 is speaking of:

Psa 109:16  Because he did not remember to show loving-commitment, BUT PERSECUTED THE POOR AND NEEDY MAN; And the broken-hearted, TO PUT TO DEATH.

Psa 109:17  He also loved cursing, so let it come to him; And he did not delight in blessing, so let it be far from him.

Psa 109:18  And he put cursing on as with his garment, So let it enter his inward parts like water, Into his bones and like oil.

Psa 109:19  Let it be to him like a cloak he wraps around him, And as a girdle that he always girds on.

Peter persecuted the poor and needy man who just sold all that he had owned and had given a portion to Peter to mete out. Then he immediately persecuted the broken-hearted, the man's newly made widow, to put them to death.

Psa 109:16  Because he did not remember to show loving-commitment, BUT PERSECUTED THE POOR AND NEEDY MAN; And the broken-hearted, TO PUT TO DEATH.

David said “Let it be to him like a cloak he wraps around him, And as a girdle THAT HE ALWAYS GIRDS ON”.

Psa 109:19  Let it be to him like a cloak he wraps around him, And AS A GIRDLE that he always GIRDS ON.

This is what Yahusha was referencing when he told Peter he would “gird himself”:

Jhn 21:18  “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger you girded yourself and walked where you wished,

Yahusha said Peter would “gird himself and walk where he wished”. This was referring to Peters works, the works of the flesh, as the Works of the Spirit that worked through Peter was Walking as the Spirit Wished and had nothing to do with what Peter willed.

Let us further examine Psalm 109. In verse 19, David says “let it be…AS A GIRDLE that he always GIRDS ON.”

“Girdle” is Strong H4206:

H4206   (Strong)

מֵזַח מָזִיחַ

mâzı̂yach mêzach

maw-zee'-akh, may-zakh'

From H2118; a belt (as movable): - girdle, strength.

Total KJV occurrences: 3

H4206 is used three times. Before it's occurrence in Psalms 109 it is used in Job 12:

Job 12:21  pouring scorn on nobles, and loosens the GIRDLE of the strong;

In the KJV it is rendered “strength”:

Job 12:21  He poureth contempt upon princes, and weakeneth the STRENGTH of the mighty.

Job 12 is another example of Scripture that Yahusha was referencing when he told Peter “when he was young he would gird himself and walk where he wished, but when he was older someone else would gird him and take him where he wouldn't want to go”.

As mentioned, Peter girding himself and walking how he wanted was Peter refusing to pay his debt of death and operating in the flesh. Someone else girding him would indicate the converse, that he would be girded by someone else and pay his debt and he would do this according to the Working of the Spirit, or according to the Word proclaimed by Yahusha that would work through him.

So who then would gird Peter when he was older?

Job 12 tells us:

Job 12:18  HE looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a girdle.

And who is “He”?:

Job 12:9  Who among all these does not know that the hand of YAHUAH יהוה has done this,

“HE” is YAHUAH.

YAHUAH girds Peter when he is older and causes him to go where his fleshly nature does not want to go, and that is to the gallows, to his death.

YAHUAH loosens the bonds of kings:

Job 12:18  He loosens the bonds of sovereigns, and binds a girdle on their loins;

YAHUAH loosens the girdle that Peter girded himself with, the girdle of the flesh, and girds him with another girdle, or yoke, if you will.

Let us look at Job 12, understanding that this is what Yahusha was referencing when he spoke to Peter:

Job 12:18  He loosens the bonds of sovereigns, and binds a girdle on their loins;

Job 12:19  who leads away priests (chief ruler or MOTH) as a spoil, and overthrows the mighty;

Job 12:20  turning aside the lip of the trusted ones, and takes away the discernment of the elders;

Job 12:21  pouring scorn on nobles, and loosens the girdle of the strong;

Job 12:22  revealing deep matters out of darkness, and He brings the shadow of death to light;

Job 12:23  making nations great, and He destroys them; spreading out the nations, and He leads them out.

Job 12:24  turning aside the heart of the chiefs of the people of the earth, and He makes them wander in a pathless waste.

Job 12:25  They grope in darkness, having no light, and He makes them stagger like a drunkard.

Remember, when Peter girded himself and walked where he wished, he did it out of fear. He was afraid to pay his debt and lose his own life.

In Psalm 109, the word David uses for “gird” means “to be afraid”:

Psa 109:19  Let it be to him like a cloak he wraps around him, And as a girdle that he always GIRDS on.

“Girds”:

H2296   (Strong)

חָגַר

châgar

khaw-gar'

A primitive root; to gird on (as a belt, armor, etc.): - be able to put on, BE AFRAID, appointed, gird, restrain, X on every side.

Out of fear, Peter girded on the spirit of cursing.

Psa 109:17  He also loved CURSING, so let it come to him; …

Mat 26:74  THEN HE BEGAN TO CURSE and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

Psa 109:19  Let it be to him like a cloak he wraps around him, And as a girdle that he always girds on.

Jhn 21:18  “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger you girded yourself and walked where you wished, but when you are old you shall stretch out your hands, and another (YAHUAH) shall gird you and bring you where you do not wish.

Job 12:18  He loosens the bonds of sovereigns, and binds a girdle on their loins;

Peter is just one of many who were used to bring about the filling of the Word of YAHUAH.

He was a servant forgiven, only to turn around and withhold forgiveness from another. He was then ordered to pay his original debt that he owed, paying with his life.

In doing this he fulfilled the parable spoken to him by Yahusha at the end of Matthew 18.

In doing this he fulfilled the parable of Luke 17, coming in from his service and saying “I am unworthy”.

In doing this, he showed us that the parables uttered by Yahusha were more than just metaphorical possibilities, but rather, Decrees which were Commanded by a skillful Artisan. He Spoke the Word through the Parable, and it came to be.

Let there be Light, and there was Light.

Peter showed us that we are not given any credit or reward according to the Works of the Spirit of YAHUAH that may work through us, things that are out of our control, but rather, we are rewarded according to our own works, that which is within our desire to do, that which we do have control over, that which we ourselves decide whether we do or do not accomplish, and that is forgiveness.

Miracles are different than forgiveness, and yet, forgiveness in itself is a miracle.

Side note:

Peter was the denier of the Christ. Peter was the MOTH (master of the house) who failed to watch, who allowed the house to be broken into. He is the master who began to eat and drink with the drunkards and beat his fellow servants, beating them by offending their conscience, by being a stumbling block to them. The MOTH who does these things deserves to be “sold”, or removed, from the house.

When Peter heard this parable, he hadn't done these things yet, and so the meaning was lost to him. Peter had not yet slept in the Garden when he was told to watch. Peter had not yet denied Yahusha, seeking to save his own life. But it was still in his nature to do these things. The parables weren't to be understood until AFTER the resurrection, and after the MOTH failed to watch and allowed the house to be broken into, after he denied Yahusha in order to preserve himself.

Jhn 15:22  “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.

Jhn 15:23  “He who hates Me hates My Father as well.

Jhn 15:24  “If I did not do among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin. But now they have both seen and have hated both Me and My Father,

It wasn't that Peter outright hated Yahusha. It's just that Peter loved himself more than Yahusha, and as Yahusha said, a man cannot have two masters. He will love the one and “hate” the other, or to put it more timidly, he will prefer one over the other.

I guess when one's life that he loves above all things is threatened, the affinity or imagined love that person has for who or whatever is threatening said life can quickly recede and reveal a resentment that easily matures into, at the very least, a mild hatred.

Second side note:

Let no man boast. Let no man say “look, I have performed miracles”, or “I have healed the sick”, or “I have spoken in tongues”, for no man has done these things, but it is the Spirit of YAHUAH that performs such works.

This was the same admonishment Yahusha gave the apostles when they came back in pairs after healing the sick:

Luk 10:17  And the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Master, even the demons are subject to us in Your Name.”

Luk 10:19  “See, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and none at all shall hurt you.

Luk 10:20  “BUT DO NOT REJOICE IN THIS, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names have been written in the heavens.”

He admonished them not to rejoice that the spirits were subject to them because it was not the Truth. We are to rejoice in the Truth. The spirits are subject to the Spirit of YAHUAH, so let no man boast.

He says “rather, rejoice, because your names have been written in the heavens.”

This is a reference to Jeremiah. Do you remember what happens to those who reject and minimize the Fountain of Living Waters from an earlier post in this series on the Stumbling Block?:

Jer 17:13  O יהוה, the expectation of Yisra’ěl, all who forsake You are put to shame. “THOSE WHO DEPART FROM ME SHALL BE WRITTEN IN THE EARTH, because they have forsaken יהוה, the fountain of living waters.

The apostles fleshly nature was to think highly of themselves on this matter. To think more highly of oneself than one ought to is fleshly pride, and fleshly pride is spiritual blindness. “The spirits are subject to US!” they chide aloud from their hearts spring. And like bubbling brooks, these find their homes and their ways in the earth, where they are written.

They are the foundation stones of a Temple not built with mans hands, the New Jerusalem. Stepping stones which lead to a Greater Realization. A Third Note.

It is this foundation that the Assembly is built upon, and those who come after are written above ground, in the heavens.

Yahusha says that he would build his Assembly on Peters foundation, and the gates of hell would not overcome it:

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha, and on this rock I shall build My assembly, and the gates of She’ol shall not overcome it.

The gates of hell do not overcome the Assembly. Rather, the Assembly overcomes the gates of hell:

Rev 12:11  “And THEY OVERCAME HIM because of the Blood of the Lamb, and because of the Word of their witness, AND THEY DID NOT LOVE THEIR LIVES TO THE DEATH. (As opposed to the Peter like, or rocky ground)

Rev 12:12  “BECAUSE OF THIS REJOICE, O HEAVENS, AND YOU WHO DWELL IN THEM! Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has little time.”

Yahusha tells his apostles do not rejoice that the spirits are subject to you. Rather, REJOICE THAT YOUR NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN THE HEAVENS.

Luk 10:20  “...but rather rejoice because your names have been written in the heavens.”

To be written in the heavens is to dwell in the heavens.

Those mentioned in Luke 10 who are told to rejoice that they are written in the heavens are the same as those who overcome the beast in Revelation 12, those who are told to rejoice, those who dwell in the heavens.

Written in the heavens as opposed to those written in the earth, or the foundation stones.

Again, the apostles nature was to say “Rejoice, for the spirits are subject to us!”, as opposed to “Rejoice, for our names are written in the heavens.” The apostles written in the earth did not overcome the beast, but rather, the beast had overcome them in that they bent to the beast, conforming to the beast so that they would not lose their lives at the hands of the beast:

Gal 2:12  For before some came from Ya‛aqoḇ, he (Peter) was eating with the nations, but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, IN FEAR OF THOSE OF THE CIRCUMCISION. (They loved their lives and sought to preserve them)

Remember, in Acts 21, the apostles in Yerushalayim urged Paul during his visit to make it appear that he observed the Torah of Mosheh, so that he wouldn't die at the hands of the converts of said apostles. Paul did as they asked, and was thrown in prison anyway (Acts 21).

There was a time that Paul's heart was willing to die in Yerushalayim for the Word of Truth:

Act 21:13  And Sha’ul answered, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Yerushalayim for the Name of the Master יהושע.”

Once he arrived in Yerushalayim, Paul bent to the Will of Peter and the apostles of Yerushalayim. Peter the stumbling block strikes again.

So you have these that conformed to the Torah adherent community in order to save their own lives. These are those who refused the Fountain of Living Waters. These were overcome by the beast and are written in the earth, the foundation stones of the Temple.

Those like Stephen who did not love his life to the death, who died at the hands of the Torah adherent Sanhedrin, who did not forsake the Word of His Witness, the Fountain of Living Waters, to keep from being killed for the Truth, are those written in the heavens. They are the Assembly of stones built on top of the Emmisarial foundation stones, the Torah bending stones of Yerushalayim.

Rev 12:12  “Because of this rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he has little time.”

Woe to the earth, and you written therein, because the devil has come to you, to lead you onto destruction. Peter was the shaper and bender of the Emmisarial foundation stones. They conformed to his pattern, much like another who's pattern was the sum of all worldly wisdom.

Luk 22:31  And the Master said, “Shim‛on, Shim‛on! See, Satan has asked for you to sift you as wheat.

So the admonishment is not to rejoice that the spirits are subject to us.

Those that turn not from doing this are those written in the earth:

Jer 17:13  O יהוה, the expectation of Yisra’ěl, all who forsake You are put to shame. “THOSE WHO DEPART FROM ME shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken יהוה, the fountain of living waters.”

Those that are written in the earth are those that hear “DEPART!, I DO NOT KNOW YOU.”

Mat 10:33  “But whoever shall deny Me before men, him I shall also deny before My Father who is in the heavens.

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

Peter says I do not know the man, and sadly, Peter hears Depart! I do not know you.

Mat 7:22  “Many shall say to Me in that day, ‘Master, Master, have WE not prophesied in Your Name, and cast out demons in Your Name, and done many mighty works in Your Name?’

Mat 7:23  “And then I shall declare to them, ‘I never knew you, depart from Me, you who work lawlessness

They say, “Have WE not done many mighty works in your Name?”

The Truth is no…YAHUAH has done as He pleased.

Let no man boast.

Nice and succinct.

Third side note:

It would be an injustice to bury the third side note at the bottom of all of this talk of foundation stones and unworthy servants.

Just as cream rises to the top, and air from earth, so too this third note deserves a place at the top, and so it will get its own chapter all to itself.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 5

The Stumbling Block IV (Continued)

The Third Side Note

✦ ✦ ✦

“Stumbling Block Iv Cont…”

Third side note.

Mat 18:21  Then Kěpha came to Him and said, “Master, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”

Mat 18:22  יהושע said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

Why seventy times seven? Why is compassion and mercy desired more than the death of the wicked? Why “Forgive them Father, for they know not what they do?”

The short answer is that He is patient towards us, and wants us to be patient with each other.

2Pe 3:9  יהוה is not slow in regard to the promise, as some count slowness, BUT IS PATIENT TOWARDS US, not wishing that any should perish but THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE.

1Ti 2:3  For this is good and acceptable before Elohim our Saviour,

1Ti 2:4  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Ezk 18:23  “Have I any pleasure in the death of the wrong?” declares the Master יהוה. “Is it not that he should turn from his ways, and live?

YAHUAH created us to succeed, each in their own time, despite having subjected all of His creation to corruption:

Rom 8:20  FOR THE CREATION WAS SUBJECTED TO FUTILITY, not from choice, but BECAUSE OF HIM WHO SUBJECTED IT, in anticipation,

Rom 8:21  that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage to corruption into the esteemed freedom of the children of Elohim.

He has formed both good and evil, as mentioned in Isaiah:

Isa 45:7  forming light and creating darkness, making peace and creating evil. I, YAHUAH יהוה, DO ALL THESE.’

And in Lamentations:

Lam 3:37  Who was it that spoke, And it came to be! Has יהוה not commanded it?

Lam 3:38  Do not the evils and the good Come out of the mouth of the Most High?

Seeing that YAHUAH created all things, both good and evil, including man, from whos heart is the spring of wickedness and evil,:

Jer 17:9  “The heart is crooked ABOVE ALL, and desperately sick – who shall know it?

Mat 15:15  And Kěpha answering, said to Him, “Explain this parable to us.”

Mat 15:16  And יהושע said, “Are you also still without understanding?...

Mat 15:18  “... what comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and these defile the man.

Mat 15:19  “For out of the heart come forth wicked reasonings, murders, adulteries, whorings, thefts, false witnessings, slanders.

And in James:

Jas 1:13  Let no one say when he is enticed, “I am enticed by Elohim,” for Elohim is not enticed by evil matters, and He entices no one.

Jas 1:14  But each one is enticed when he is drawn away by his own desires and trapped.

And seeing that He is the one who subjected man to this corruption, then the just and fair thing for Him to do is to own the responsibility.

Man has been subjected to the flesh. Mans nature is to find cause for a thing and to determine “who or what is responsible?”

YAHUAH anticipated this moment of man's revelation:

Rom 8:20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not from choice, but because of Him who subjected it, in anticipation,

Rom 8:21  that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage to corruption into the esteemed freedom of the children of Elohim.

And what was being anticipated? Man being shown the Truth, as the anticipation is the freedom from bondage to corruption, and it is the Truth that sets us free:

Jhn 8:31  So יהושע said to those Yehuḏim who believed Him, “If you stay in My Word, you are truly My taught ones,

Jhn 8:32  and YOU SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, and THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE.”

And so the blessed anticipation has been the longing for man's realization of the Truth…

Man has been created corruptible, and for this reason, man is afforded leniency and is eligible to receive mercy and forgiveness, because man is not responsible for the condition that he was created in. YAHUAH is responsible. It would not be just or morally righteous to hold man accountable for that which he is not responsible for.

Not seven, but seventy times seven…

This is why He came down and prepared a vessel for Himself to die in - to absolve man for the penalty for sin, which is death. He did it because He is the responsible party for mans wickedness. This is why His sacrifice is the only one that actually atones for anything, because He holds himself accountable. It had to be His own blood if He was to retain Righteousness and Perfection, and these not only He retains, but Is.

Deu 32:4  “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are right-ruling, An Ěl of truth and without unrighteousness, Righteous and straight is He.

Not seven, but seventy times seven…

Man has been subjected to corruption and disobedience. It's axiomatic. What man was not subjected to is the inevitability to forgive. Man is guaranteed to sin. Man is not guaranteed to be merciful and to forgive. In fact, man's inherent nature is to reject forgiveness and to tally the faults of others and keep transgressions of others in remembrance as a protective measure.

Man in his current state will not be judged according to his ability to abstain from sin. Never think it.

Some would argue that the previous statement is untrue, that Revelation says that those who refuse to repent from their wickedness are judged.

Rev 9:21  And they did not repent of their murders, nor of their drug sorceries, nor of their whoring, nor of their thefts.

Let it be understood that “to repent of their (fill in the blank)” means to be sorry and remorseful, and in this example, it means to be remorseful of the works of the flesh and of the way that we are created. Our Creator certainly is:

Gen 6:6  And יהוה was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

In KJV renders it:

Gen 6:6  And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

Repent in Revelation 9 is:

G3340   (Strong)

μετανοέω

metanoeō

met-an-o-eh'-o

From G3326 and G3539; to think differently or afterwards, that is, reconsider (morally to feel compunction): - repent.

Repent means to “feel compunction”. Compunction is the feeling of remorse, guilt, or regret.

Repent means to be remorseful, repent does not mean to be perfect and to all of a sudden be completely abstinent from sin and subsequently absolved according to one's abstinence.

Some will dispute this by saying that abstinence from sin is the goal for man in his current state. They say that Yahusha would heal this or that person and say go and sin no more. He wasn't saying this so that they would actually “sin no more” as most would interpret this, because the flesh is subject to corruption and disobedience. It's axiomatic. The reason he said it was so that when they did sin, they would remember what he said and be sorry and remorseful, just like Peter had remembered the Words which were spoken to him and was sorry:

Mat 26:75  And Kěpha REMEMBERED THE WORD OF YAHUSHA יהושע who had said to him, “Before a cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.” And going out, HE WEPT BITTERLY.

Peter remembered the Word, and was remorseful for his transgression, momentarily repentant of his falsehood.

Yahusha was manufacturing repentance when he would tell someone to sin no more, not commanding them to never sin again against the letter of any law, with some possible hope that they might not. When he would tell them to sin no more, knowing that they would sin, or in Peters case, telling him exactly how he would sin, he was manufacturing repentance, investing into the future, and through remorse for the state of the flesh was bringing that person one step closer to being more like YAHUAH and less like the flesh, thus beginning the process of writing His Law on our hearts. Essentially, the real sin of man in his current state is not being repentant of his condition.

Man will not be declared wrong on his inability to abstain from sin. Never think it. Man will be  declared worthy according to, one, his process of repentance, and two, according to his ability to forgive and have compassion towards his fellow lives. Before the human heart is ready to accept New Ways, the old ones have to be proven unprofitable. This is where repentance comes in, or one feeling remorse for their original state of being.

No, man will not be declared wrong on his inability to abstain from sin. A sapling is not wrong because it grows askew, it was just subject to its nature and environment, both of which the Dresser has control over. All the Dresser has to do is correct the saplings progress by various engineering modifications and all is Good.

“Forgive them Father, for its not their fault. You created them this way”.

So the question is, “Why did He create us this way? Why did He subject His creation to corruption?”

The answer is that He was manufacturing His Esteem and Glory through mankind. YAHUAH manufactures repentance, causing man to regrettably realize his fleshly nature in contrast to YAHUAHS nature and to be remorseful on account of the spirit of the flesh. This gives way to reformation.

By manufacturing repentance, the individual would actually be “sinning no more”. Again, not abstaining from sinning against the letter of the law, because man is bound to this, it's axiomatic, but abstaining from being ignorant of man's current condition and responding appropriately, as we will now expound upon.

This should all prompt the seeking of a deeper understanding of “why were we created this way?”.

Yahusha touches on the answer to this question in a parable:

Jhn 9:1   And passing by, He saw a man, BLIND FROM BIRTH.

Jhn 9:2  And His taught ones asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?”

Jhn 9:3  יהושע answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of Elohim might be made manifest in him.

This man who was blind from birth represents mankind as a whole.

The word for “blind” in the first two verses is “tuphlos”:

G5185   (Strong)

τυφλός

tuphlos

toof-los'

From G5187; opaque (as if smoky), that is, (by analogy) blind (physically or mentally): - blind.

It means to be blind, and can mean either physically or mentally.

It comes from “tuphoo”:

G5187   (Strong)

τυφόω

tuphoō

toof-o'-o

From a derivative of G5188; to envelop with smoke, that is, (figuratively) to inflate with self conceit: - high-minded, be lifted up with pride, be proud.

This word which denotes blindness refers more to “mental blindness”, referring to one being lifted up with pride and thinking more of oneself than one ought to. That's the opposite of repentance.

Man is unrepentant because of his blindness. To put it another way, man is unable to be remorseful because he is proud. Man is proud because he sees himself as knowing, possessing the ability to learn and to know a thing. Man is proud (blind/ignorant) of himself to a degree, and man's flaws seep into this scope of pride (blindness/ignorance), whether it be just a small, hardly discernible amount, or an over the top, belligerent amount. All it takes is a little to leaven the whole lump, and so it has, and so it does.

This man who was “blind from birth”, for the parables sake, refers to Cain.

And so the taught ones, not knowing that they were feeding into the parable by way of the Spirit of YAHUAH, asked “who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?”

In other words, was the man (Cain) born this way because he sinned, or because his parents (Adam and Eve) sinned?

And Yahusha says that it's neither.

He is saying that man possesses this corruptive quality of pride (blindness) inherently, not because he has sinned. In fact, it's more the other way around - man sins because he is blind, man is not blind because he has sinned.

Man did nothing to inherit or obtain this condition of blindness.  Adam was created this way and was subjected to it by way of His creator, not because Adam sinned.

Adam was created blind:

Gen 3:7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made loin coverings for themselves.

When they ate from the tree, their “eyes were opened”. This implies that up until that point, they were unable to see, or they were “blind”. Not physically blind, but mentally blind.

They were created blind and “naked”:

Gen 2:25  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, yet they were not ashamed.

They were created “naked”, yet they were not ashamed, because they were unaware that they were naked, or they were blind to it, until they ate from the tree of knowledge.

“Naked” is the same as its root, and it means to be “crafty, subtle”:

H6174   (Strong)

עָרֹם עָרוֹם

‛ârôm ‛ârôm

aw-rome', aw-rome'

From H6191 (in its original sense); nude, either partially or totally: - naked.

From H6191

H6191   (Strong)

עָרַם

‛âram

aw-ram'

A primitive root; properly to be (or make) bare; but used only in the derived sense (through the idea perhaps of smoothness) bo be cunning (usually in a bad sense): - X very, beware, take crafty [counsel], be prudent, deal subtilly.

Adams nakedness was his prudence, or his “wisdom”, which turned out to be a subtle and crafty wisdom. This was locked up inside of him and realized once they ate from the tree. It was this wisdom that caused him to perceive that he was not solely responsible for his transgression, but it was, according to his understanding, “the woman that YAHUAH had created” who caused him to eat.

This was Adams fleshly nature, his “nakedness”, or his prudent wisdom. From his prudence came his pride. Perceiving oneself as wise breeds pride:

Ezk 28:4  “By your wisdom and your understanding you have made riches for yourself, and gathered gold and silver into your treasuries.

Ezk 28:5  “BY YOUR GREAT WISDOM, by your trade you have increased your riches, and your heart is lifted up (PROUD) because of your riches.”

So Adam was created blind, was blind before he ate of the tree, and upon eating from the tree, his “eyes were opened” and he became aware of his subtly crafty and prudent nature, and this furthered his blindness, as the realization of the prudence and wisdom of the flesh gives way to pride, and with pride comes the blossoming maturation of spiritual blindness. “Pride has budded and evil has blossomed” as they say.

Ezk 7:10  See, the day! See, it has come! The turn has come, the rod has blossomed, pride has budded.

Ezk 7:11  The violence has grown into a rod of wrongdoing. There is none of them, and none of its crowd, and none of their riches, and none eminent among them.

Rom 1:22  Claiming to be wise, they became fools,

The tree, as in the tree of knowledge, comes from the word which means “to shut the eyes”:

H6086   (Strong)

עֵץ

‛êts

ates

From H6095; a tree (from its firmness); hence wood (plural sticks): - + carpenter, gallows, helve, + pine, plank, staff, stalk, stick, stock, timber, tree, wood.

From H6095:

H6095   (Strong)

עָצָה

‛âtsâh

aw-tsaw'

A primitive root; properly to fasten (or make firm), that is, to close (the eyes): - shut.

Adam and Eve thought they had sight once their eyes were open, but did not know they were still blind, much like the condition ascribed of the age of the Laodicean church

Rev 3:14  “And to the messenger of the assembly in Laodikeia write, ‘The Aměn, the Trustworthy and True Witness, THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION of Elohim, says this:

Rev 3:17  “Because you say, ‘Rich I am, and I am made rich,  and need none at all,’ AND DO NOT KNOW that you are wretched, and pitiable, and poor, and BLIND, and NAKED.

Rev 3:18  “I advise you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire,b so that you become rich; and white garments, so that you become dressed, so that the shame of your nakedness might not be shown; and anoint your eyes with ointment, so that you see.

They thought that because they had clothing, their nakedness was covered, but their nature didn't change upon donning garments. They were still subtly crafty and cunning and still subservient to the flesh. The clothes simply helped them to turn a blind eye to their nakedness, giving them a false sense of security. The clothes made them ignorant of their nature, nurturing their pride and fortifying their spiritual blindness.

So why was Adam and Eve, and subsequently all of their offspring, created blind and subject to this corruption?

YAHUAH subjected man to corruption so that man could be delivered from it, and then esteem Him.

Rom 8:20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not from choice, but because of Him who subjected it, in anticipation,

Rom 8:21  that the creation itself also SHALL BE DELIVERED from the bondage to corruption into the esteemed freedom of the children of Elohim.

Psa 50:15  “And call upon Me in the day of distress – Let Me rescue you, and you esteem Me.”

Creation was subject to corruption to bring Esteem to YAHUAH through deliverance from corruption.

Jhn 9:3  יהושע answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of Elohim might be made manifest in him.

Man was created blind, and by no fault of his own. Man was created blind so that the Works of Elohim might be made manifest in him.

Man was made to sin so that he could come to know and to understand his Creator through mercy and forgiveness and deliverance.

How can a creation that is governed by the works of the flesh come to know the riches and depth of the Love that the Father has for us, the Greatest Love, the Love of a man laying His own Life down for His friends, if there was never an occasion for one to lay His Life down?

So an occasion was prepared, and the occasion is that One lay down His own Life in the place of another. Why would another's life be required unless a system was first set up which made that life to be required. The system that was set up was through the flesh, and it was a system of corruption which is predicated on conditional laws. A system of flesh was created which was programmed to operate contrary to the Laws and Ways of YAHUAH, for it is said:

Rom 8:7  Because the mind of the flesh is enmity towards Elohim, for it does not subject itself to the Torah of Elohim, neither indeed is it able,

And another place:

Ezk 20:25  “And I also gave them up to laws that were not good, and right-rulings by which they would not live.

YAHUAH says “don't eat from that tree”, and man reasons “I think I'll eat from this tree, as I will”. It was designed to happen this way.

The system which was created set the price of transgressing the provided Law as death. “Don't eat from this tree, for if you do, you will die.”

According to the system He has created, If man never sinned, death would not have been required, and if death had not been required, then the act of laying One's life down for another would have been meaningless, and if One had never had the occasion to lay One's Life down or the act was of no value, then the Greatest Love would never have had the opportunity to be made manifest among us and realized.

And so man was created in subjection to corruption and sin as a means to experience and realize True Love.

Man was made to know corruption first and Love second, as this dynamic creates contrast, and contrast gives Light to recognition, knowledge,  and understanding.

Man was subjected to offensive corruption and disobedience as a means to bring man to an understanding, an understanding of mercy and compassion and Love.

YAHUAH accomplished this by creating man, a vessel designed to house the Spirit of YAHUAH, and then withheld His Spirit from that vessel.

Without the Spirit of YAHUAH leading the vessel, the function of leadership fell on the spirit of the flesh. This allowed the system to operate in disobedience. This allowed for free will, but only in accordance with the flesh. Man was subjected to disobedience and has no say in that matter. It's axiomatic.

YAHUAH designed the system to work this way. The end goal is to pour His Spirit into the earthen vessel and perform the marriage of the Spirit of YAHUAH with the flesh of man.

Jol 2:28  “And after this it shall be that I pour out My Spirit on all flesh. And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men dream dreams, your young men see visions.

Ezk 36:26  “And I shall give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you. And I shall take the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I shall give you a heart of flesh,

Ezk 36:27  and put My Spirit within you.a And I shall cause you to walk in My laws and guard My right-rulings and shall do them.

Jer 31:33  “For this is the covenant I shall make with the house of Yisra’ěl after those days, declares יהוה: I shall put My Torah in their inward parts, and write it on their hearts. And I shall be their Elohim, and they shall be My people.

Jer 31:34  “... “For I shall forgive their crookedness, and remember their sin no more.”

Isa 2:2  And it shall be in the latter days that the mountain of the House of יהוה is established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills. And all nations shall flow to it.

This is why seventy times seven. It's part of the parable. It's another way of saying that you forgive them as many times as they transgress because ultimately, they are not responsible for the way they were made.

Even man has a sense of the maxim “Forgive them, for they know not what they do”.

A murderer can be acquitted on a plea of  insanity.

A lawyer will say this person cannot be held accountable for so and so crime because they are mentally ill. They are out of their mind. They are insane. When it comes down to it, they know not what they do.

It's funny, actually. Men sit in positions of authority and judge “guilty”, “guilty”, guilty”, and then “not guilty by reason of insanity”.

YAHUAH sits in the heavens and laughs, shaking His head, thinking “Y'all are all insane”.

In the words of the Cheshire Cat, “we’re all mad here.”

So man does get it to a degree, but it's a relatively small one.

YAHUAH says all have sinned and have fallen short, and it's not even our fault. We were created that way.

And so He desires us to be compassionate and merciful towards one another, as He is towards us. The essence of the matter is “why do you treat others harshly for their demeanor and actions? If you really feel that you must blame someone,” YAHUAH says, “BLAME ME, because I AM the One responsible”.

I would not be misunderstood in this. By saying that YAHUAH is responsible for all that is created, both good and evil, both the Works of the Spirit and the works of the flesh, I am in no way saying that YAHUAH has done anything wrong. Never think it. This concept is best portrayed in Job, which we will expound upon later, but basically:

Job 1:20  Then Iyoḇ rose up and tore his robe, and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and did obeisance.

Job 1:21  And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I return there. יהוה has given, and יהוה has taken away. Blessed be the Name of יהוה.”

Job 1:22  In all this Iyoḇ did not sin nor ascribe wrong-doing unto Elohim.

Job 2:9  And his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse Elohim and die!”

Job 2:10  But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Indeed, should we accept only good from Elohim, and not accept evil?” In all this Iyoḇ did not sin with his lips.

So one can accept things as they are without assigning any wrongness.

All that YAHUAH has done has been for man's benefit, from mans creation in bondage to corruption, to man's dying deliverance. All things Work to the Good, that the works of YAHUAH might be made manifest. But, if you must find fault, or if you have a complaint, or you find yourself unable to forgive someone, you take it to the cross, and so maybe you go to the cross, and say, “so and so did this and so and so did that”.

And He says I'm sorry that they have offended you in such a way, but you know, I AM the One responsible, because I AM the one who set all of this in motion. Can you find it in your heart to forgive Me?”

And so it is up to the individual to forgive. This is where we get to exercise free will. We were bound to sin and not according to our own will. It’s axiomatic. Forgiveness, on the other hand, is according to our own will. It requires overcoming the flesh and is something extraordinary that we get to choose.

So one takes the matters they hold against their peers to the cross. On the other hand, one might go to the cross and say, “thank you for your sacrifice my Lord, thank you for all that you have done for me.”

And YAHUAH might say, “have you considered my servant so and so…they have brought an accusation before me concerning this thing that you have done which has offended them.”

And that person may say, “I'm sorry Father, that I have offended them.” And YAHUAH responds, “I appreciate your apology but it's not me that you have offended but them, so before you come to me with your offerings, you need to go and apologize and make an attempt at reconciliation.”

The above example of one bringing an accusation and another bringing a gift of thanks is the oldest example, the example wrought through Abel and Cain, Cain the eater of sheep and Abel the laborer of forgiveness.

And then of course there is the third example, the one who lowers their head, afraid to even approach the cross, and simply says “forgive me Father, for I am a sinner and am unworthy to even approach you.” And of course, they are only a sinner because they were created that way. But they are repentant (remorseful) just the same, and it's respectable.

Now these are three very real examples, three “types” of people who exist at this very moment and have existed in other and all generations, each type laying claim to thousands of peoples. But YAHUAH loves each just the same, and wants to see each one succeed in equal measure.

It's very much like a loving Father who has been bestowed with numerous children. While it is inevitable that the children will each transgress another at some point, whether knowingly or unknowingly, and while that loving father would most certainly stand up for the wronged and reprove the wrongdoer, no matter if the roles reverse from time to time, he still loves them all equally and wants to see each and every one succeed. At least a loving Father would. The fleshly mind, inherent in all of us, would no doubt conjure up a different image of our Creator, perhaps one not as loving and understanding as the One we have portrayed here, so beware of leaning on your own or another's understanding as it pertains to this. Forgiving or unforgiving?  That is the question that many will struggle with. For some, their minds are made up and there is no struggle.

If we ever want to walk the Path of Truth, then we have to come to this realization, that YAHUAH has taken responsibility for all that is, both good and evil, and has extended His Hand in a reconciliatory gesture. He subjected man to corruption so that man could eventually come to know Love through Redemption, and Redemption by way of forgiveness and deliverance.

He has created a system in which He has been able to show man how to be merciful, compassionate and forgiving and how to say “I'm sorry”, and to be apologetic.

And so in this, He became the example for man to follow. He doesn't hold us responsible for how we are created, so we should extend the same to our fellows.

And if you can't forgive your fellow man for what is not even their fault, how will you be able to forgive the One who has taken responsibility?

So can we be understanding in His Work? He certainly has been patient with us. Remember, the system that we are created in established a certain set of Laws, and transgression of the Law is death, and He, excusing us from responsibility, died Himself a most horrible and humiliating death. He is saying I'm sorry for all of this pain and discomfort in this process, and I will pay the debt as it is mine. I will share in the suffering with you. If you must assign blame, blame Me, and if you must find fault, find it in Me - bring it to the cross of you must.

One doesn't have to demand an apology from our Father and Creator, but upon learning Who is responsible for the wails and woes of man, some will want an apology, and He will give it…but will they be able to genuinely accept it? Maybe so, maybe not.

If not, all it will take is a warm embrace from our Father and some genuine convincing consolation, and our Father can melt even the hardest heart, and yea, that is exactly what He is prepared to do. If you doubt, subdue the thought.

Ezk 36:26  “And I shall give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you. And I shall take the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I shall give you a heart of flesh,

Isa 45:23  “I have sworn by Myself, a word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, so that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue swear.

So worry not about your nature, whether it be for good of for ill, for what has worrying ever profited a thing? Just be who you are and not someone or something you're not. Just do the best you can and trust that if you do make a mistake, that your Creator does not hold it against you, just as the Dresser holds nothing against the wayward sapling, for it is how He has made you. And try to keep all of this in mind when you feel someone has transgressed against you and you want vindication, or when someone feels that they have sinned against you and they want forgiveness. Your Father has forgiven you, so there is no harm in paying that forward. Worry not, whoever you are.

Rev 22:11  “He who does wrong, let him do more wrong; he who is filthy, let him be more filthy; he who is righteous, let him be more righteous; he who is set-apart, let him be more set-apart.

Who has courage? Who has the metal to side with Righteousness over traditional thought? Who has the audacious gumption to say to their Creator “You are Responsible  for good and evil, and I am repentant of the flesh, just as You are.”?

It's the flesh that doesn't want you to hold your Creator responsible for His own creation, because that is assigning all Power and Glory and Credit to the Creator, and the flesh, for all intensive purposes, would like to retain responsibility, at the very least, over the evil. The flesh wants to maintain control over an individual, and if the individual hands all control and responsibility and acknowledgement over to YAHUAH, where does that leave the flesh?

The flesh wants you to serve it and it's desires.

Gal 5:19  And the works of the flesh are well-known, which are these: adultery, whoring, uncleanness, indecency,

Gal 5:20  idolatry, drug sorcery, hatred, quarrels, jealousies, fits of rage, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions,

Gal 5:21  envy, murders, drunkenness, wild parties, and the like – of which I forewarn you, even as I also said before, that those who practise such as these shall not inherit the reign of Elohim.

The flesh wants you blaming others, blaming yourself, provoking jealousies and envies on account of interpersonal strifes. It wants you sowing discord, hatred's, quarrels and the like. The flesh does not want you walking peaceably with your fellow man. The flesh does not want you believing that YAHUAH has taken responsibility for all that is evil and walking humbly with Him in spite of it, because this thinking absolves your fellow man of any responsibility. The flesh doesn't want you to walk in this Truth, because this Truth shall set you free.

Adam failed to show remorse. Remember, Adam was sown into the path of spiritual blindness, or pride, and this kept him from being remorseful for his action. Instead of repentance, Adam took a measure of offense that he was being blamed, and instead of being remorseful for his decision, he blamed YAHUAH and Eve. While Adam was technically correct in assigning responsibility to YAHUAH, he was wrong by not accepting responsibility for his own actions and at least sharing in the transgression.

Once you realize and believe in the Truth, that YAHUAH has accepted all responsibility for His creation and all of its works, it makes the works of the flesh seem utterly ridiculous.

Why blame others and sow discord when the One we are to serve and follow for guidance says it's not their fault. Be remorseful on account of man's evil nature, yes, but hold no grudges or ill will towards your fellow man. Gaining this perspective completely discredits and refutes the logic of the flesh.

The spirit of man, also called the mind of the flesh, doesn't want you perceiving it's characteristics as ridiculous, because then what use is it? What use are nonsensical things? It's like telling a company that you are no longer in need of their services. That company either goes under and ceases to exist, or it changes its services to meet demand.

Denying the flesh forces either death or transformation.

The works and services of the flesh are being phased out. The death of the flesh:

Rom 8:13  For if you live according to the flesh, you are going to die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you shall live.

What will be salvaged and used will have to undergo transformation:

Rom 12:2  And do not be conformed to this world, BUT BE TRANSFORMED by the renewing of your mind, so that you prove what is that good and well-pleasing and perfect desire of Elohim.

He has come to deliver His creation from its bondage to corruption. Even the wicked, and Peter is a prime example of that. Yea, some have to pay more than others, but in the end, every mite and every cent will certainly be paid in full, and the chaff, or the “works of the flesh”, will not stand in the day of sifting, but the grain of goodness which lies in the heart of all, no matter how small, will remain, and will be gathered into the storehouse.

2Pe 3:9  יהוה is …not wishing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance

Ezk 18:23  “Have I any pleasure in the death of the wrong?” declares the Master יהוה. “Is it not that he should turn from his ways, and live?

1Ti 2:3  For this is good and acceptable before Elohim our Saviour,

1Ti 2:4  WHO DESIRES ALL MEN TO BE SAVED and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Mat 6:10  let Your reign come, LET YOUR DESIRE BE DONE on earth as it is in heaven.

Jhn 3:17  “For Elohim did not send His Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

The flesh doesn't want you internally stating the obvious and walking in the Truth, because it is walking and following that Truth that leads you out from under its covering of darkness and into the Glorious Light of Freedom.

Follow the Light…

Jer 30:21  And his Prince shall be from him, and his Ruler shall come from among him. And I shall bring him near, and he shall approach Me, for who is this who pledged his heart to approach Me?’ declares יהוה.

Even those who refuse to come to the Light will not be able to retain their reluctance when the wheat is threshed and the chaff fails before the fan of the Winnower.

Who better to rule the nations than one who understands this.

Isa 11:4  But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and shall decide with straightness for the meek ones of the earth, and shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and slay the wrong with the breath of His lips.

Isa 60:1   “Arise, shine, for your light has come! And the esteem of יהוה has risen upon you.

Isa 60:2  “For look, darkness covers the earth, and thick darkness the peoples. But יהוה arises over you, and His esteem is seen upon you.

Isa 60:3  “And the nations shall come to your light,a and sovereigns to the brightness of your rising.

Isa 10:17  And the Light of Yisra’ěl shall be for a fire, and his Set-apart One for a flame. And it shall burn and devour his weeds and his thornbushes in one day,

Footnote to the Third side note:

In this footnote to the side note, kind of over and down, there is much more Truth which will substantiate the side note and help to erode the bonds of corruption, yea, we've only just begun, and all the Heavenly Host say “Amen, it is Good”.

As mentioned earlier, YAHUAH Himself showed repentance in creating mankind. He did this as an example, to show man how to be repentant.

Gen 6:6  And יהוה was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

In the next chapter we will step into this footnote and rattle these chains that have bound strong. We will gain a more firm and sure grip on the cords that support the veil and continue this process of overthrowing the stronghold of illusion.

2Co 10:4  For the weapons we fight with are not fleshly but mighty in Elohim for overthrowing strongholds,

2Co 10:5  overthrowing reasonings and every high matter that exalts itself against the knowledge of Elohim, taking captive every thought to make it obedient to the Messiah,

We will come at it like a flood.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 6

Footnote

Balancing the Scales

✦ ✦ ✦

Footnote

Balancing The Scales

We were created in His image and likeness. It is possible for man to experience repentance because YAHUAH Himself is capable of being sorry and remorseful, and has been repentant for His own actions:

Gen 6:6  And יהוה was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.

YAHUAH showed remorse in that He created man in the first place. This He did for an example for man to follow, to show man how to be remorseful for one's decisions if said decision works to the proliferation of the flesh.

He was even sorry for the act of destroying the pre-flood world on account of man's wickedness, because He understood that it was His responsibility in the first place, and so why should His creation experience destruction on account of Him:

Gen 8:21  And יהוה smelled a soothing fragrance, and יהוה said in His heart, “Never again shall I curse the ground because of man, although the inclination of man’s heart is evil from his youth, and never again strike all living creatures, as I have done,

Gen 8:22  as long as the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.”

Why? Why never again curse the ground? Why never again strike all creatures? He did it once, didn't He. It must have been the proper thing to do if He did it, right? And if it was the proper thing, why repent of it?

The reason He said “never again” is because the action wasn't morally just, and so He repented of it. He was remorseful for His decision because it was unjust.

He was remorseful that He “cursed the ground” on account of man, who He had made in His own image and likeness. And so He decided to take responsibility. Never again would He curse the ground or strike all living creatures on account of wicked man whom He had made. Instead, He would curse Himself through the flesh:

Gal 3:13  Messiah redeemed us from the curse of the Torah, HAVING BECOME A CURSE FOR US – for it has been written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs upon a tree.” –

YAHUAH has redeemed man from the curse of the Torah, and what is the curse of the Torah? It is death. And how did He redeem us? By becoming the curse. He redeemed us by satisfying the requirement of sin which is death, by dwelling in the flesh and offering Himself as the payment.

This process of Him cursing His flesh was expressly wrought through the office of prophets and messengers, those who house the indwelling of the Spirit, those who were persecuted for the Word who dwelt within them.

Never again will I curse the ground, He says, because it's morally improper. I created this, and so I have to become the curse. I have to choose to experience and endure the curse through the flesh. Again, this is done for man's benefit, as an example in righteousness. Man imitates behavior, and so a precedent had to be set, and this is man's instruction in righteousness.

Never again would He curse the ground on account of man's sin. Instead, He would curse Himself, because He created all of this.

He said that instead of destroying the fruit of the ground and the fruit of the flesh, including beasts, He would prepare Himself a vessel, and He would endure the destruction on account of man's sin. He would curse His own ground, his fleshly body.

Heb 10:5  Therefore, coming into the world, He says, “Slaughtering and meal offering You did not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me.

Heb 10:6  “In ascending offerings and offerings for sin You did not delight.

Heb 10:7  “Then I said, ‘See, I come – in the roll of the book it has been written concerning Me – to do Your desire, O Elohim.’ ”

And so a body was prepared to do His desire. And what was YAHUAHS desire?:

Isa 53:10  But יהוה was pleased to crush Him, He laid sickness on Him, that WHEN HE MADE HIMSELF AN OFFERING FOR GUILT, He would see a seed, He would prolong His days and the pleasure of יהוה prosper in His hand.

The body YAHUAH prepared was done so to be crushed as a guilt offering.

What guilt? The guilt that He experienced on account of cursing the ground and destroying His creatures of the antediluvian age. He was repentant that He made man and that He cursed the ground on account of what He had created, and to be repentant means to feel compunction, or to feel remorse and guilt.

Isa 53:3  despised and rejected by men, a man of pains and knowing sickness. And AS ONE FROM WHOM THE FACE IS HIDDEN, being despised, and we did not consider Him…

Isa 53:10  But יהוה was pleased to crush Him, He laid sickness on Him, that when He made Himself AN OFFERING FOR GUILT, He would see a seed, He would prolong His days and the pleasure of יהוה prosper in His hand…

Isa 54:8  “In an overflow of wrath I HID MY FACE FROM YOU FOR A MOMENT, but with everlasting loving-commitment I shall have compassion on you,” said יהוה, your Redeemer.

Isa 54:9  “FOR THIS IS THE WATERS OF NOAH TO ME, in that I have sworn that the waters of Noaḥ would never again cover the earth, so have I sworn not to be wroth with you, nor to rebuke you.

The guilt He is speaking of here is exemplified in Genesis chapters 6-8, when YAHUAH showed compunction in that He poured out His wrath on His creation.

And so the body that YAHUAH had prepared in which He would endure the curse was done so to be an offering of guilt.

YAHUAH says in Isaiah 54 that in an overflow of wrath He hid His Face for a moment. This is speaking of Yahushas persecution, culminating in Yahusha crying out “why have You forsaken me?”, or “why have You hidden Your Face from me?”

Isa 53:3  despised and rejected by men, a man of pains and knowing sickness. And AS ONE FROM WHOM THE FACE IS HIDDEN, being despised, and we did not consider Him…

And YAHUAH says that this overflow of wrath is as the waters of Noah to Him, meaning that Yahusha was taking on the overflow of wrath just as the pre flood world had to, and this was done as a guilt offering, and YAHUAH even announced His guilt offering to them:

1Pe 3:18  Because even Messiah once suffered for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to Elohim, having been put to death indeed in flesh but made alive in the Spirit,

1Pe 3:19  in which also He went and proclaimed unto the spirits in prison,

1Pe 3:20  who were disobedient at one time when the patience of Elohim waited in the days of Noaḥ,

Some might presume that this would be impossible, and if this be the case, subdue the thought and bury the doubt. There is no place or thing that ever was or ever will be that is out of reach of YAHUAHS Voice. David understood this:

Psa 139:7  Where would I go from Your Spirit? Or where would I flee from Your face?

Psa 139:8  If I go up into the heavens, You are there; If I MAKE MY BED IN SHEOL, see, You are there.

Psa 139:9  I take the wings of the morning, I DWELL IN THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE SEA,

Psa 139:10  THERE, TOO, YOUR HAND WOULD LEAD ME, And YOUR RIGHT HAND HOLD ME.

And this is exactly what has happened. Those victims of the flood of Noah's day, those who made their bed in Sheol, those who's grave was made in the uttermost parts of the sea, have been upheld and led by the Right Hand of YAHUAH, and the Right Hand is Messiah.

Psa 139:9  I take the wings of the morning, I DWELL IN THE UTTERMOST PARTS OF THE SEA,

Psa 139:10  THERE, TOO, YOUR HAND WOULD LEAD ME, And YOUR RIGHT HAND HOLD ME.

1Pe 3:18  Because even Messiah once suffered for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to Elohim, having been put to death indeed in flesh but made alive in the Spirit,

1Pe 3:19  in which also He went and proclaimed unto the spirits in prison,

1Pe 3:20  who were disobedient at one time when the patience of Elohim waited in the days of Noaḥ,

When was this made possible? When was a way made to preach to the dead? When was there ever paved a highway to hell? Isaiah tells us:

Isa 26:19  Let Your dead live, together with my dead body, let them arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; for Your dew is a dew of light, and let the earth give birth to the departed spirits.

A Way was made when Yahusha gave up his spirit, and the fleshly vessel died. The dead came to life and became aware:

Mat 27:50  And יהושע cried out again with a loud voice, and gave up His spirit...

Mat 27:52  and the tombs were opened, and many bodies of the set-apart ones who had fallen asleep were raised,

Mat 27:53  and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection, they went into the set-apart city and appeared to many.

Some say Peters mention of Yahusha preaching to the spirits who were destroyed by the flood was accomplished through Noah. They say that these verses imply that the Spirit had to have preached through Noah, as all of these people were dead and gone, so the only time that it could have happened was when they were alive before the flood, through Noah.

The only problem with that is that Noah did not preach what Peter said was proclaimed to them. Peter had said that the Spirit proclaimed Messiah risen.

Noah did not preach the message of 1 Peter 3:18, which is a message of Intercession, Forgiveness and Redemption.

Noah preached condemnation:

Heb 11:7  By belief, Noaḥ, having been warned of what was yet unseen, having feared, prepared an ark to save his house, through which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to belief.

Messiah, in Spirit, did not preach condemnation:

Rom 8:1   There is, then, now no condemnation to those who are in Messiah יהושע, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

Luk 9:54  And His taught ones, Ya‛aqoḇ and Yoḥanan, seeing it said, “Master, do You wish us to command fire to come down from the heaven and destroy them, as also Ěliyahu did?”

Luk 9:55  But having turned, He rebuked them and said, “You do not know of what spirit you are,

Luk 9:56  for the Son of Aḏam did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” And they went on to another village.

Condemnation ruled the pre-flood world because of the transgression of Adam:

Rom 5:14  But death reigned from Aḏam until Mosheh, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Aḏam, who is a type of Him who was to come.

Rom 5:15  But the favourable gift is not like the trespass. For if by the one man’s trespass (Adams) many died (the old world), much more the favour of Elohim, and the gift in favour of the one Man, יהושע Messiah, OVERFLOWED (flood like) to many.

Rom 5:16  And the favourable gift is not as by one having sinned. For indeed the judgment was of one to condemnation (the flood), but the favourable gift is of many trespasses unto righteousness.

Rom 5:17  For if by the trespass of the one, death did reign through the one, much more those who receive the overflowing favour and the gift of righteousness shall reign in life through the One, יהושע Messiah.

Rom 5:18  So then, as through one trespass there resulted condemnation to all men (in the flood), so also through one righteous act there resulted righteous-declaring of life to all men.

Condemnation ruled the old world on account of the transgression of Adam. YAHUAH made the decision after He destroyed the pre-flood world through condemnation that He would no longer condemn all living creatures to death.

Noah could not have preached anything other than condemnation to the disobedient of the old world.

The preaching of Messiah unto the “imprisoned spirits” of the old world was not ordained to happen until after the Spirit of YAHUAH was poured out onto Yahusha:

Isa 61:1   THE SPIRIT OF THE MASTER YAHUAH יהוה IS UPON ME, because יהוה has anointed Me to bring good news to the meek. He has sent Me to bind up the broken-hearted, TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND THE OPENING OF THE PRISON TO THOSE WHO ARE BOUND.

Who are these captives who are imprisoned and bound? They were the dead:

1Pe 3:19  in which also He went and proclaimed unto the spirits in prison,

1Pe 3:20  who were disobedient at one time when the patience of Elohim waited in the days of Noaḥ

The pre-flood world suffered the curse on account of Adams transgression, and in a consolatory gesture, YAHUAH chose to curse Himself, to take on the curse of Adam, and this is what He chose:

Luk 22:63  And the men who were holding יהושע were mocking Him, beating Him.

Luk 22:64  And having blindfolded Him, they were striking Him on the face and were asking Him, saying, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck You?”

Luk 22:65  And they said to Him much more, blaspheming.

They blindfolded Him. This was to replicate the condition of the first Adam who was created blind and suffered affliction and toil on account of his blindness. Because he was blind, Adam was unable to foresee the affliction that awaited him.

They asked him to “Prophesy!” They asked him “who is it that struck you?” This was a reference to the Prophecy given in the Garden:

Gen 3:15  “And I put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed. He shall crush your head, and you shall crush His heel.”

Who is the serpent that was prophesied to strike the heel? It was Dan:

Gen 49:17  “Dan is a serpent by the way, an adder by the path, that strikes the horse’s heels so that its rider falls backward.

And so he was blinded, just as Adam was blinded, and was given the utterance of the ancient Prophecy which was given in the Garden concerning the Messiah being struck. This was the flesh gloating in its persecution of the Spirit.

Mat 27:27  Then the soldiers of the governor took יהושע into the court and gathered the entire company of soldiers around Him.

Mat 27:28  And having stripped Him, they put a scarlet robe on Him.

He became naked and was dressed with crimson garments, just as Adam was made naked and dressed with the garments of the lamb.

Adam and Eve ate from the tree of death. They ate the slain lamb and then was made to wear its blood stained wool as a reminder.

Gen 3:21  And יהוה Elohim made coats of skin for the man and his wife and dressed them.

Yahushas crimson robe represented the bloody wool.

The word for coat is:

H3801   (Strong)

כֻּתֹּנֶת כְּתֹנֶת

kethôneth kûttôneth

keth-o'-neth, koot-to'-neth

From an unused root meaning to cover (compare H3802); a shirt: - coat, garment, robe.

It means to cover and can be a robe, hence the covering of Yahusha in a crimson robe.

Mat 27:28  And having stripped Him, they put a scarlet robe on Him.

Mat 27:29  And plaiting a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they kneeled down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Greetings, Sovereign of the Yehuḏim!”

This pageantry of placing of the scarlet robe on Yahusha and the Roman soldiers kneeling and bowing down to him was a prophetic gesture unbeknownst to them. John writes about it:

Rev 5:6  And I looked and saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders A LAMB STANDING, AS HAVING BEEN SLAIN, (Yahusha standing in the scarlet robe, the bloody wool)

Rev 5:7  And He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him sitting on the throne.

Rev 5:8  And when He took the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders FELL DOWN BEFORE THE LAMB,

Yahusha standing before the kneeling Romans dressed in the scarlet robe, which is indicative of the wool of a slain lamb, is a foreshadowing of Revelation 5 and the slain lamb standing at the altar.

Yahushas taking the reed in hand from the Romans, the political kings of the Yehudim, is representing the slain lamb taking the scroll from the right hand from Him who sits on the throne:

Mat 27:29  And …they put ….a reed in His right hand. And they kneeled down before Him.

Rev 5:8  And when He took the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb,

“Reed” is kalamos and implies a scribes pen:

G2563   (Strong)

κάλαμος

kalamos

kal'-am-os

Of uncertain affinity; a reed (the plant or its stem, or that of a similar plant); by implication a pen: - pen, reed.

Jdg 5:14  “... those who handle the scribe’s reed.

Scroll and reed go hand in hand. One writes on the other. The Word begins with the pen and ends with the scroll.

This act of placing the scarlet robe on Yahusha and handing him the reed and kneeling before him represented both the first Adam and the second Adam. Yahusha first taking the reed and then the scroll is showing progression from the first to the second. During his persecution he was fulfilling the requirements of the first Adam. During Johns vision in Revelation 5 he was filling the role of the second Adam.

The transgression of the first Adam ushered in the age of the writing of the pen, the transcribing of the Words of YAHUAH and the recording of Prophecy on the Scroll.

The anointing of the second Adam ushered in the age of the reading of the Scroll and the fulfillment of the works of the pen:

Luk 4:16  And He came to Natsareth, where He had been brought up. And according to His practice, He went into the congregation on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.

Luk 4:17  And the scroll of the prophet Yeshayahu was handed to Him. And having unrolled the scroll, He found the place where it was written:

Luk 4:18  “The Spirit of יהוה is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to bring the Good News to the poor. He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to send away crushed ones with a release,

Luk 4:19  to proclaim the acceptable year of יהוה.”

Luk 4:20  And having rolled up the scroll, He gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the congregation were fixed upon Him.

Luk 4:21  And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been filled in your hearing.”

Mat 26:56  “But all this came to be, so that the Scriptures of the prophets might be filled.” Then all the taught ones left Him and fled.

Rev 5:2  And I saw a strong messenger proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loosen its seals?”

Rev 5:3  And no one in the heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.

Rev 5:4  And I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it.

Rev 5:5  And one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Yehuḏah,a the Root of Dawiḏ, overcame to open the scroll and to loosen its seven seals.”

So the first gave way to the second.

The first Adam had to wear the bloody wool of the lamb, the “scarlet robe”. The reason he had to wear the scarlet wool was because he ate from the tree of death, and because of this the ground was cursed.

Elohim made man in His own image and made him to rule over creation:

Gen 1:26  And Elohim said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness, AND LET THEM RULE over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over the livestock, and over all the earth and over all the creeping creatures that creep on the ground.”

So Adam ate from the tree of death, and on account of that had to wear the “scarlet robe” as he now ruled over cursed ground.

Mat 27:28  And having stripped Him, they put a scarlet robe on Him.

Mat 27:29  And plaiting a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they kneeled down before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Greetings, Sovereign of the Yehuḏim!”

These Romans were used to signify the first Adam and his transgression in the Garden. They said “Greetings, Sovereign of the Yehuḏim!”

The Yehudim are those who are under the Torah, and those under the Torah are children of the curse:

Gal 3:10  For as many as are of works of Torah are under the curse, for it has been written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all that has been written in the Book of the Torah, to do them.”

And so the Romans placed the scarlet robe, the “bloody lambs wool”, on him, handed him a reed which is indicative of both a scepter and a pen and said “Greetings, Sovereign of the Yehuḏim!”, or Greetings, Sovereign of the cursed. YAHUAH, through Yahusha, was taking on the actions and shame of the first Adam, experiencing the curse.

Mat 27:30  And spitting on Him they took the reed and struck Him on the head.

Mat 27:31  And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, then put His own garments on Him, and led Him away to be impaled.

When He cursed the ground, the ground would wear the thorns.

Gen 3:17  And to the man He said, …“Cursed is the ground because of you, in toil you are to eat of it all the days of your life,

Gen 3:18  and the ground shall bring forth thorns and thistles for you, and you shall eat the plants of the field.

Once He became the curse, He wore the thorns:

Mat 27:29  And plaiting a crown of thorns, they put it on His head,

When He cursed the ground, Adam was to eat his bread in toil, until he returned to the ground:

Gen 3:17  …“Cursed is the ground because of you, in toil you are to eat of it all the days of your life,

Gen 3:18  and the ground shall bring forth thorns and thistles for you, and you shall eat the plants of the field.

Gen 3:19  “By the sweat of your face you are to eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. For dust you are, and to dust you return.”

Yahusha ate his bread by the sweat of his face. To “eat bread” is euphemistically to do the Will of the Father:

Jhn 4:34  יהושע said to them, “My food is to do the desire of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work.

The night of his crucifixion, Yahusha had to eat his bread, or to do the Will of his Father, in toil, by the sweat of his face:

Mat 26:26  And as they were eating, יהושע took bread, and having blessed, broke and gave it to the taught ones and said, “Take, eat, this is My body.”

Mat 26:38  Then He said to them, “My being is exceedingly grieved, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”

Mat 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I desire, but as You desire.”

Luk 22:44  And being in agony, He was praying more earnestly. And HIS SWEAT BECAME LIKE GREAT DROPS OF BLOOD falling down to the ground.

Gen 3:19  “By the sweat of your face you are to eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. For dust you are, and to dust you return.”

Indeed, He ate His bread in toil.

Luk 22:63  And the men who were holding יהושע were mocking Him, beating Him.

Luk 22:64  And having blindfolded Him, they were striking Him on the face and were asking Him, saying, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck You?”

Never again would He curse the ground on account of man. Instead, He would bear the curse. And not only would He bear the curse, but He would also become that which worked to bring about the curse, that is, the flesh of man.

He came down, born of a woman. He dwelt in the flesh. He ate the lamb. He allowed the lamb to be led into captivity (death), and like a lamb, allowed himself to be led into captivity (death). He allowed Himself to be led into the cursing of His ground, His body, His flesh, at the hands of men, just as He led mankind into the cursing and destruction at His own Hand. He balanced the scales, yea, He worketh Righteousness. If you doubt, subdue the thought.

He said never again would He strike man and beast as He had done:

Gen 8:21  … יהוה said in His heart, “Never again shall I curse the ground because of man, although the inclination of man’s heart is evil from his youth, and NEVER AGAIN STRIKE ALL LIVING CREATURES, as I have done,

Instead of striking His creation on account of man's sins, He allowed man to strike Him:

Mat 27:30  And spitting on Him THEY TOOK THE REED AND STRUCK HIM on the head.

He was blindfolded and struck. He was made bare and stripped naked, and dressed in red, in “Adam”. He was clothed in the garments of the Lamb. He was made to bear the thorns and hung from a tree of knowledge of death, a tree that officially made Him into an Esteemed Mighty One, like His Father:

Mat 27:50  And יהושע cried out again with a loud voice, and gave up His spirit.

Mat 27:51  And see, the veil of the Dwelling Place was torn in two from top to bottom, and the earth was shaken, and the rocks were split,...

Mat 27:54  And when the captain and those with him, who were guarding יהושע, saw the earthquake and all that took place, they feared exceedingly, saying, “TRULY THIS WAS THE SON OF ELOHIM!”

Gen 3:5  “For Elohim knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes shall be opened, and YOU SHALL BE LIKE ELOHIM, knowing good and evil.”

Gen 3:22  And יהוה Elohim said, “See, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil.

Adam ate from the tree of death and became like Elohim. Yahusha ate from his tree of death, and those looking on said “Truly this was the Son of Elohim”, as it was through his death he would be crowned with esteem and become like Elohim:

Heb 2:9  But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the messengers, יהושע Yahusha, BECAUSE OF THE SUFFERING OF DEATH CROWNED WITH ESTEEM and respect, that by the favour of Elohim He should taste death for everyone.

As it is written:

Rev 5:11  And I looked, and I heard the voice of many messengers around the throne, and the living creatures, and the elders. And the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands,

Rev 5:12  saying with a loud voice, “WORTHY IS THE LAMB HAVING BEEN SLAIN TO RECEIVE POWER and riches and wisdom, and strength and respect AND ESTEEM AND BLESSING!”

Rev 5:13  And every creature which is in the heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying, “To Him sitting on the throne, and to the Lamb, be the blessing and the respect and the esteem and the might, forever and ever!”

Whereas Adam ate from the tree of death and was esteemed as sovereign of the cursed, Yahusha, cursed, ate of his tree, as it is written, “cursed is everyone who hangs from a tree”, and was set as Sovereign of the Blessed.

And every knee will bow and say “Worthy is the Sovereign of Blessing.”

Whereas Adam ate of his tree, the slain lamb, and then fashioned a loin cloth for himself as he hid in the midst of trees in the Garden in fear of the consequence of his actions,

Gen 3:7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made loin coverings for themselves.

Gen 3:8  And they heard the voice of יהוה Elohim walking about in the garden in the cool of the day, and Aḏam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of יהוה Elohim among the trees of the garden.

Yahusha ate the slain Pesach lamb, and went to the Garden of Gathsemane “hiding among the trees” in a half hearted attempt to avoid his persecution (take this cup from me), but he submitted to YAHUAH despite the flesh, and was girded in a loincloth.

Amidst all of these similarities, there is a stark difference between the first Adam and the second one.

The first Adam sought to forego the punishment of his transgression of the first command, while the second submitted himself to it. The first Adam was repentant according to the flesh, meaning that he was remorseful and regretful on account of being caught in the act and judged harshly according to what he had done. He was sorry that his transgression was found out, not actually sorry for the transgression.

The crucial and defining moment for each was how they interacted with YAHUAH after they had eaten the lamb and had went to each’s respective grove of trees to hide.

When Adam was called out of hiding, he refused to accept responsibility for eating the lamb. He told YAUHAH “the woman that you gave me, she gave it to me and I ate”.

While Adam was correct in implying that YAHUAH was primarily responsible and Eve an accomplice, he had missed the point of the exercise. It would be like a teacher giving a student a test, and when the student is asked why did you choose this answer when you were taught that it was wrong, the student replies “the reason I got it wrong is because you gave me the test”.

In the Garden test, there was only one question, and instead of taking responsibility for his failure, which was the actual test, Adam attempted to make a case that he should not have to suffer the consequences of failing the test of abstaining from the tree by implying that the whole reason he had to take the test in the first place was because YAHUAH had ordained it. Again, technically Adam was right, but he failed the actual test which was whether or not he would take responsibility for his failure. He failed famously.

So during Adams crucial moment in the groves he failed by not submitting to the established consequences.

When Yahusha "hid" in the groves of Gethsemane, his situation was much different. Whereas Adam had to be called out of hiding, Yahusha approached YAHUAH in prayer. While Yahusha was also attempting to get out of suffering the consequences of eating the lamb (take this cup from me), the difference is that Yahusha was accepting responsibility for his actions. The fact that he approached our Father about his situation shows he accepted responsibility for his actions. The fact that he asked to not have to endure the consequences shows he was accepting responsibility. Him asking “not his desire, but the Fathers desire be done” not only shows the accepting of responsibility, but submission to the Father and the taking of responsibility as he was willing to go the whole way with this.

Yahusha chose to endure the punishment of that night alone. Adam said the woman was at fault because she encouraged him to eat the lamb. Yahusha could have said this, as his “woman” was his bride, chiefly the apostles. He could have said, “the woman (the apostles) gave me to eat of the lamb because it is their custom to do so during this feast”, but he did not. He allowed them to be scattered and took all of the responsibility for his own actions.

Another difference is that Adam hid amongst the trees girded with his loin cloth. Adam heard YAHUAHS voice and hid himself.

Yahusha was nailed to the top of a tree in his loin cloth, not hiding but exposed for all to see  amongst the trees, the two other stakes next to him, and as he let out his voice, YAHUAH hid from him, hiding His Face:

Mat 27:46  And about the ninth hour יהושע cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Ěli, Ěli, lemah sheḇaqtani?” that is, “My Ěl, My Ěl, why have You forsaken Me?”

Isa 53:3  despised and rejected by men, a man of pains and knowing sickness. AND AS ONE FROM WHOM FACE IS HIDDEN, being despised, and we did not consider Him.

Adam wasn't prepared to take responsibility because he did not possess the indwelling of the Set-Apart Spirit, so instead of Adam taking on the curse, afflicting his own body and ground, YAHUAH cursed the ground. YAHUAH showed Adam mercy and compassion.

Yahusha, on the other hand, was prepared:

Luk 3:22  and the Set-apart Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven saying, “You are My Son, the Beloved, in You I did delight.”

Isa 11:2  The Spirit of יהוה shall rest upon Him – the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of יהוה,

Heb 10:5  Therefore, coming into the world, He says, “Slaughtering and meal offering You did not desire, but A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME.

Heb 10:6  “In ascending offerings and offerings for sin You did not delight.

Heb 10:7  “Then I said, ‘See, I come – in the roll of the book it has been written concerning Me – TO DO YOUR DESIRE, O Elohim.’ ” Psa 40:6-8.

Heb 10:8  Saying above, “Slaughter and meal offering, and ascending offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor delighted in,” Psa 40:6 which are offered according to the Torah,

Heb 10:9  then He said, “See, I come to do Your desire, O Elohim.” Psa 40:8 He takes away the first to establish the second.

Heb 10:10  By that desire we have been set apart through the offering of the body of יהושע Messiah once for all.

Yahushas vessel, his body, his ground, was prepared to become the curse. His body was prepared because of the indwelling of the Set-Apart Spirit. Not the ground this time, but the man, and the reason was so the Spirit of YAHUAH could share in the suffering.

Heb 2:14  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself similarly shared in the same, so that by means of His death He might destroy him having the power of death, that is, the devil,

He ate the lamb. He hid in the Garden. He showed that he was prepared to become the curse by approaching the Father in petition. As he did this and showed submission by approaching the Father in prayer, he began to take on the manifestations of the curse:

Mat 26:38  Then He said to them, “My being is exceedingly grieved, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”

Mat 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I desire, but as You desire.”

At this point he began eating his bread in toil by the sweat of his face:

Luk 22:44  And being in agony, He was praying more earnestly. And His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

Once his toil and agony began, it continued until he returned to the ground:

Gen 3:19  “By the sweat of your face you are to eat bread UNTIL YOU RETURN TO THE GROUND, for out of it you were taken.

Mat 26:38  Then He said to them, “My being is exceedingly grieved, EVEN TO DEATH.

Mat 27:50  And יהושע cried out again with a loud voice, AND GAVE UP HIS SPIRIT.

Mat 27:59  And having taken the body, Yosěph wrapped it in clean linen,

Mat 27:60  AND LAID IT IN HIS NEW TOMB which he had hewn out of the rock. And he rolled a large stone against the door of the tomb, and went away.

He was blindfolded, made blind like Adam, and struck in the head. He was made to wear the crimson robe, the bloody wool of the lamb, and mocked as “king of the cursed”. He was made to wear the thorns of the cursed. He shored up the breach of Adam, he satisfied the original transgression.

Yea, He worketh Righteousness. He has balanced the scales, and all the Heavenly Host have looked on and said “Amen!, it is Good. Amen”.

YAHUAH has assumed responsibility for all that is and all that was. He has proclaimed Intercession for the transgressive, those who were condemned to death.

Many will still have to pay a high price for their insolence, like all of that lake of fire stuff (which we will address in the next report I suppose, seeing that the matter has now come up rather organically, the hand being forced), But all of that lake of fire stuff will be after these have had a chance to reject the Truth. In order for deliverance to take place, there has to be some oppressive force to deliver from.

And so YAHUAH will harden mens hearts to bring about this oppressive organization.

Just like when He delivered Yisrael from the oppressive bondage of Mitsrayim, He had to harden Pharaohs heart to bring about deliverance:

Exo 7:2  “You shall speak all that I command you, and Aharon your brother shall speak to Pharaoh, to let the children of Yisra’ěl go out of his land.

Exo 7:3  “But I am going to harden the heart of Pharaoh, and shall increase My signs and My wonders in the land of Mitsrayim.

Exo 7:4  “And Pharaoh is not going to listen to you, and I shall lay My hand on Mitsrayim, and bring My divisions and My people, the children of Yisra’ěl, out of the land of Mitsrayim by great judgments.

Just as it was in the days of Pharaoh, so too shall it be at the time of the end, except the immersion in water will be substituted with “fire”

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 7

Respite

The Significance of Peter

✦ ✦ ✦

Respite

What is the significance of Peter as Yahusha’s stumbling block?

What it comes down to is don't put any Mighty One ahead of YAHUAH, as there are no others who can save man. YAHUAH is the only Redeemer, and He works through whoever He sees fit. This is the stumbling block. As Peter himself came to understand:

Act 2:21  ‘And it shall be that everyone who calls on the Name of יהוה shall be saved.’

And Paul:

Rom 10:13  For “everyone who calls on the Name of יהוה shall be saved.”

And this is the only Name Yahusha exalts:

Jhn 17:26  “And I have made Your Name known to them,d and shall make it known, so that the love with which You loved Me might be in them, and I in them.”

Yahusha gave us this example of the stumbling block in the Garden when he set Peter up to watch as help to keep him from being delivered into the hands of the Yehudim. Peters watch failed as it was ordained to. Peter is not the deliverer, but only YAHUAH.

On a much deeper level, this is a warning to man, especially for this generation and the days ahead.

Yahusha told Peter that his church would be built on Peters foundation. This means that spiritually,  the church is going to be a reflection of Peters character.

The church we are talking about is Christianity.

Some would reject the notion that Christianity is valid because they teach the name Jesus. To think that someone doesn't bear good fruit simply because they have inherited a name according to the language they were brought up in is to be spiritually blind. If this simple nuance causes someone to stumble then the stumbling comes not because the offender uses a specific name, but rather, because he who stumbles is walking in darkness, walking in a spiritual “blind-spot” if you will.

There are many who practice calling on the Name of YAHUAH who will be put in positions in which they will be thrown to the mercy of the church, and the church will fail to deliver them, yea, will even deliver them up to death in some cases. There will be churches who will be asked “does so and so keep the seven laws?”, and the churches and various organizations in many cases will say “we can not vouch for this person”, and in many cases “we do not know them”, just as Yahusha was not known by Peter as he was delivered into the hands of the Yehudim, and the citizens are doing their due diligence of hunting down those associated with him.

The warning is this - do not depend on any man or any organization to help save you from the hour or trial that descends upon the earth.

There are many churches who will side with the power that riseth up from the depths, from the bottomless pit of the hearts of men, men who are making their final stand in modern day Yerushalayim.

There are many Christian churches who will bend to the will of the ultra orthodox Judaic beast that is climbing out of its prison, and these Christian churches will do as bidded, and instead of defending members of their own congregations, they will deliver family up to death.

This is the church Yahusha told Peter would follow in his footsteps.

Zec 11:12  And I said to them, “If it is good in your eyes, give me my wages. And if not, refrain.” So they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver.

Zec 11:13  And יהוה said to me, “Throw it to the potter,” the splendid price at which I was valued by them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the House of יהוה for the potter.

Zec 11:14  Then I cut in two my other staff, Unity, to break the brotherhood between Yehuḏah and Yisra’ěl.

Zec 11:15  And יהוה said to me, “Take again the implements of a foolish shepherd.

Zec 11:16  “For look, I am raising up a shepherd in the land who does not visit those straying, nor seek the young, nor heal those that are broken, nor feed those that still stand. But he does eat the flesh of the fat and tear off their hooves.

Zec 11:17  “Woe to the worthless shepherd forsaking the flock! Let a sword be upon his arm and upon his right eye! His arm shall wither and his right eye shall be dimmed.”

The imagined brotherhood between Yehudah (Judaism) and Yisrael (Christianity) will come to a breaking point. Many will lose their integrity as fear rises, just as Peter, and just as Peter and those apostles who were in Yerushalayim compromised their teaching that was given to them and worked to appease the Sanhedral Yehudim, these shepherds will conform to the laws and decrees of the current “Yehudim”, the architects of the resurrected Judaism, and woe unto the earth, for its furrows shall swim with blood.

Christian churches will become a stumbling block for some as they will provide the illusion of salvation.

Isa 8:13  “יהוה of hosts, Him you shall set apart. Let Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread.

Isa 8:14  “And He shall be for a set-apart place, but a stone of stumbling and a rock that makes for falling to both the houses of Yisra’ěl, as a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Yerushalayim.

Isa 8:15  “And many among them shall stumble and fall, and be broken and snared and taken.”

Isa 8:16  Bind up the witness, seal the Torah among my taught ones.

Isa 8:17  And I shall wait on יהוה, who hides His face from the house of Ya‛aqoḇ. And I shall look for Him.

✦ ✦ ✦
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