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CHAPTER 1

Peer Influence

The Wilderness and the Adversary

✦ ✦ ✦

Peer Influence

I was once told by a man, the only man of whom I have ever witnessed the face thereof transform before me into the bright and shining face of what I could only identify, based on things I have read and been told, as a messenger, yea, too bright to even gaze upon without losing one's bearing and composure, I was once told by this man that if one was to write down everything in the Scriptures that was implied, every hidden meaning, every parable explained, every concealed thing, every inconspicuous Truth tucked away between line and letter, the works thereof would be vast. That which could be gleaned and reaped from this one Book would fill many, many others, perhaps to no end. At that time I was unable to fathom even a fragment of what he was working to convey to me, and now, I am living it, seeing it firsthand. And yes, the height and depth and breadth of the Word of YAHUAH that is given to man is immeasurable. Whilst one can stand in awe of its magnitude, one can never come to know its beginning nor its end. The Spirit was not given to be quenched nor quantified, but perpetuated, like the bloom of a wonderfully refreshing rose, which gives glory year after year, and Witnesses of its Creator season in and season out. Let us now behold as another fresh flower faithfully unfurls and reveals its fragrant mystery.

In the report on The Process we looked at mans fall into temptation and the course thereafter. The process we are speaking of is the process of Redemption. We have been relating this process by expounding upon the example of the veil which covered the holy of holies.

We have discussed the process of mans reentry into the holy of holies, beginning from man's fall and expulsion from the Garden, which is the placing of the veil, up to man's maturation and reentry to the Garden, which is symbolized by the removal of the veil and the giving of access to the holy of holies, the giving of reentry to the Garden. First comes the giving of the Law and then the momentary period of walking in it. Then there is the questioning of the law. After this, deviation from the path, or the fall, and then the consequences of transgressing the bounds which come in the form of pain and suffering. Amidst this progressive fall unto restoration lies a catalyst known as peer influence.

We have written of Yahushas trial in the wilderness and the nature thereof. We have told of how the “devil” was Yahushas own fleshly nature attempting to convince Him that He was not who the Spirit of YAHUAH dwelling within Him declared to Him that He was.

Yahusha gave a parable concerning his own battle with peer influence.

Luk 11:24  “When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest. And finding none, he says, ‘I shall return to my house from which I came.’

Luk 11:25  “And when he comes, he finds it swept and decorated,

Luk 11:26  then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.”

When Yahusha was immersed by John, the Spirit of YAHUAH descended upon Him like a dove. When this happened, the spirit of the flesh went out of Him. It had been displaced as Yahusha was filled with the Set Apart Spirit. Prior to the Spirit of YAHUAH being poured out into Yahusha in full measure, the spirit of the flesh had access to the throne room of Yahushas heart. The spirit of the flesh, also called the “devil”, was displaced, for what does one have to do with the other.

Psa 5:4  For You are not an Ěl taking delight in wrong, Nor does evil dwell with You.

2Co 6:14  Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness and lawlessness? And what fellowship has light with darkness?

2Co 6:15  And what agreement has Messiah with Beliya‛al? Or what part does a believer have with an unbeliever?

2Co 6:16  And what union has the Dwelling Place of Elohim with idols? For you are a Dwelling Place of the living Elohim, as Elohim has said, “I shall dwell in them and walk among them, and I shall be their Elohim, and they shall be My people.”

2Co 6:17  Therefore, “Come out from among them and be separate, says יהוה, and do not touch what is unclean, and I shall receive you.

In 2 Corinthians, as shown above, Paul writes of the incompatibility of the Spirit of YAHUAH with the spirit of the flesh. Paul admonishes us not to touch what is unclean. The word “touch” means “to attach oneself to”:

G680   (Strong)

ἅπτομαι

haptomai

hap'-tom-ahee

Reflexive of G681; properly to attach oneself to, that is, to touch (in many implied relations): - touch.

The unclean thing that we are admonished not to be attached to is the same unclean spirit in the parable:

Luk 11:24  “When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest. And finding none, he says, ‘I shall return to my house from which I came.’

The unclean spirit was formerly attached to the man, but then became unattached, and after dwelling in the desert places, sought to become reattached.

Round 1 : The Wilderness

When Yahusha was Immersed, He became fully attached to the Spirit of YAHUAH. At this, the unclean spirit which had formerly found access to Yahushas heart became unattached and went to the desert places to roam, which is where Yahusha was led to go to allow the unclean spirit to try and reattach itself, or to “return to its house”:

Luk 4:1   And יהושע, being filled with the Set-apart Spirit, returned from the Yarděn and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,

Luk 4:2  being tried for forty days by the devil. And in those days He did not eat at all, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.

“Dry places” indicates the desert wilderness, but it also indicates the state Yahusha entered into as He was tried, a place of fasting unto physical hunger and thirst. A dry place.

Luk 4:2  being tried for forty days by the devil. And in those days He did not eat at all, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry.

Essentially YAHUAH led Yahusha into the wilderness to draw the devil, the spirit of the flesh, to Him. He did this by commanding Yahusha to fast, putting Yahusha in a spot of perceptive vulnerability, giving the devil what he thought was another opportunity to make man stumble and bend to the inherent weakness of the flesh, just as in the Garden. Essentially Yahusha was used as bait. But what did this unclean spirit find? It found that its previous throne room was inaccessible, and not merely because there wasn't any room for it, but because it was the Spirit of YAHUAH that occupied its former house, making the condition of the house now undesirable. It found that the house that it lusted after was no longer a place that it wanted to be in. It found that it was “swept” and “cleaned”.

Essentially, the house that was the body of Yahusha was the last bastion of hope for this unclean spirit. It perceived that if it did not regain that throne, that its reign and power and control, its very existence, was threatened to be extinguished. This fortress that it reasoned it must occupy for the sake of survival was now swept and garnished. Because of Who it was garnished by and with, namely the Spirit of YAHUAH, it was now repulsive. What a conundrum. The unclean spirit now found itself stuck between a spiritual Rock and a hard place.

And so we can see the attempt made by this unclean persona to regain its throne and displace the New Tenant which so uninvitedly usurped and drove it from its home:

Luk 4:3  And the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of Elohim, command this stone to become bread.”

The wasted wanderer said ok, if you really are the Son of Elohim, or, to put it another way, if you really are the rightful occupier of the throne that I have enjoyed…

And:

Luk 4:9  And he brought Him to Yerushalayim, set Him on the edge of the Set-apart Place, and said to Him, “If You are the Son of Elohim, throw Yourself down from here,

Again, challenging that this Newfound Intruder was He who sat the throne True…

And:

Luk 4:6  And the devil said to Him, “All this authority I shall give You, and their esteem, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.

Luk 4:7  “If, then, You worship before me, all shall be Yours.”...

And here we see a blatant attempt by Yahushas fleshly side to command Yahushas allegiance to it. No more subtle throes laden with traps and trick shots. No more beating around the burning bush. In desperation, it was just a clean cut to the chase. Worship me, it said.

The spirit made a valiant effort to remove YAHUAH from the heart, yea, even the throne room, of Yahusha, but this darkness was not able to overcome the Light. This was challenging because the voice of said vagrant is the same voice that Yahusha had been subject to His entire life. It was a voice that he associated with Himself. It is the same struggle of doubt every one wrestles with from time to time.

And so we see that when Yahusha was tried by the unclean spirit, the attempt was made to regain its former dwelling, and not just its dwelling, but its throne.

Once the unclean spirit sees that its former dwelling is now festooned with all that it detests, it leaves the man again…

Luk 11:26  then he goes

Just as in Yahushas temptation:

Luk 4:13  And when the devil had ended every trial, he went away from Him…

But he eventually comes back:

Luk 11:26  then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there.

Just as Luke hinted at:

Luk 4:13  And when the devil had ended every trial, he went away from Him UNTIL A CONVENIENT TIME.

The unclean spirit in the parable goes away and gathers seven more and returns to overthrow the house, or as Luke puts it in chapter 4, returns at a “convenient time”.

And when was this “convenient time” that the devil, called Satan, would return?

Here it is:

Mat 16:22  And Kěpha took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be kind to Yourself, Master, this shall not be to You!”

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

Returning

The agency by whom the unclean spirit returned was through Kepha, the stone of stumbling. And not just Kepha. We see the unclean spirit is a spirit of unbelief:

2Co 6:14  Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness and lawlessness? And what fellowship has light with darkness?

2Co 6:15  And what agreement has Messiah with Beliya‛al? Or what part does a believer have with an unbeliever?...

2Co 6:17  Therefore, “Come out from among them and be separate, says יהוה, and do not touch what is unclean, and I shall receive you.

Paul is saying do not attach yourself to the unclean, or the unbeliever. After the interloper left Yahusha in the wilderness it went to summon its gathering, even those more wicked than itself. Who was it that closely followed Yahusha? Who were the few that worked to attach themselves to Him? Was it clean believers, or was it the unclean, the unbelievers?

Jhn 16:29  His taught ones said to Him, “See, now You are speaking plainly, and not using figure of speech!

Jhn 16:30  “NOW WE KNOW that You know all, and have no need that anyone should question You. BY THIS WE BELEIVE that You came forth from Elohim.”

The apostles said, “NOW we know that You know all…”. Out of their own mouth they are saying that before that moment, they did not believe that He did. Following this quip, Yahusha questions their claim and implies that they are still riddled with doubt.

Jhn 16:31  יהושע answered them, “DO YOU NOW BELIEVE?

Jhn 16:32  “See, an hour is coming, and has now come, that you are scattered, each to his own, and leave Me alone. Yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

The apostles that were led to attach themselves to Yahusha were fundamentally unbelievers.

And even after the Resurrection, still unclean:

Luk 24:8  And they remembered His words.

Luk 24:9  And having returned from the tomb they reported all this to the eleven and to all the rest.

Luk 24:10  And it was Miryam from Maḡdala, and Yoḥanah, and Miryam the mother of Ya‛aqoḇ, and the rest with them, who told this to the emissaries.

Luk 24:11  And their words appeared to them to be nonsense, and THEY DID NOT BELIEVE THEM.

Time and time again the apostles declared their unbelief:

Mat 26:31  Then יהושע said to them, “All of you shall stumble in Me this night, for it has been written, ‘I shall strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’...

Mat 26:33  And Kěpha answering, said to Him, “Even if all stumble in You, I shall never stumble.”

Mat 26:34  יהושע said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this night, before the cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.”

Mat 26:35  Kěpha said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I shall not deny You!” ALL THE TAUGHT ONES SAID THE SAME THING TOO.

Yea, those who were drawn to closely follow and watch and monitor Yahusha were clearly of the unbelief. If you doubt, you too have cast down the Truth in the face of the facts. But take great heart, for you are not alone, and your company finds much consolation amongst its members:

Luk 18:8  “.... But when the Son of Aḏam comes, shall He find the belief on the earth?”

The apostles were of the unclean. In its returning, the unclean spirit that went out from Yahusha drew them together to overthrow His house. And forgive them Father, because they didn't even have a clue.

Peter The Last Heir Bender

As we mentioned in the report on the stumbling block, both the name Kepha (Peter) and the word for stumbling block come from words which mean to bend or bow. Peter influenced Yahusha to want to bend from His ordained path of submitting to the Will of YAHUAH concerning His purpose of submitting to the cross.

The house was broken into by way of peer influence. In Luke, we read that the unclean spirit goes and gathers seven others even more wicked than itself.

Luk 11:26  then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.”

The word “more wicked” implies to be wicked by way of influence, or to influence someone to act upon the desires of the spirit of the flesh. “More Wicked” is:

G4191   (Strong)

πονηρότερος

ponēroteros

pon-ay-rot'-er-os

Comparative of G4190; more evil: - more wicked.

And the type of wickedness being referred to in G4190:

G4190   (Strong)

πονηρός

ponēros

pon-ay-ros'

From a derivative of G4192; hurtful, that is, evil (properly in effect or influence, and thus differing from G2556, which refers rather to essential character, as well as from G4550, which indicates degeneracy from original virtue);

The wicked that is being portrayed is the evil of influence and the effect it has on its peers.

And so that wicked unclean spirit that went out from Yahusha that was unable to influence Him went out seeking to gather others even more influential than itself. Eventually, by way of this gathering, enough might is mustered to effectively overthrow the house. This concept is portrayed in the parable of the house built on sand:

Mat 7:26  “And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not do them, shall be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand,

Mat 7:27  and the rain came down, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and they beat on that house, and it fell, and great was its fall.”

The floods and the wind bringing down the house is a result of the unclean spirit bringing its reinforcements to regain the house. Yahusha gives this parable on the heels of telling the fate of those whom he says He “does not know”:

Mat 7:23  “And then I shall declare to them, ‘I never knew you, depart from Me, you who work lawlessness!’

Mat 7:24  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does them, shall be like a wise man who built his house on the rock,

We see the use of “therefore” as He began the parable of the house. This shows that this parable is directly related to His telling of those who hear “I do not know you”. And who is it that hears “I do not know you?” It is those who confess the same concerning Him:

Mat 10:32  “Everyone, therefore, who shall confess Me before men, him I shall also confess before My Father who is in the heavens.

Mat 10:33  “But whoever shall deny Me before men, him I shall also deny before My Father who is in the heavens.

And who was that great denier of Truth? Kepha, of course:

Mat 26:33  And Kěpha answering, said to Him, “Even if all stumble in You, I shall never stumble.”

Mat 26:34  יהושע said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this night, before the cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.”

And not just Kepha, but others as well:

Mat 26:35  Kěpha said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I shall not deny You!” All the taught ones said the same too.

And Kephas denial:

Mat 26:73  And after a while those who stood by came to him and said to Kěpha, “Truly you are one of them too, for even your speech gives you away.”

Mat 26:74  Then he began to curse and to swear, saying, “I do not know the Man!” And immediately a cock crowed.

And so Kepha, who was the head of the lot, doubt it not, was the great denier, and of those who deny, who say, “I do not know Him”, are those who hear, “depart, I do not know you”:

Mat 7:23  “And then I shall declare to them, ‘I never knew you, depart from Me, you who work lawlessness!’

These forces which allow the house not built on the Rock to be overtaken are the “floods of beliyaal”. Psalms depicts this:

Psa 18:2  יהוה is my ROCK and my stronghold and my deliverer; My Ěl is my rock, I take refuge in Him; My shield and the horn of my deliverance, my high tower.

Psa 18:3  I call upon יהוה, the One to be praised, And I am saved from my enemies.

Psa 18:4  The cords of death surrounded me, And the floods of Beliya‛al made me afraid.

This brings us to the matter of discerning between the two foundations in the parable of the house.

First is the Rock that is YAHUAH. He is the only actual dependable Rock who is Named. He is the only Sure Foundation:

Deu 32:3  “For I proclaim the Name of יהוה, Ascribe greatness to our Elohim.

Deu 32:4  “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are right-ruling, An Ěl of truth and without unrighteousness, Righteous and straight is He.

As shown, His Rockness is mentioned in Psalm 18:

Psa 18:1  I love You, O יהוה, My strength.

Psa 18:2  יהוה is my rock and my stronghold and my deliverer; My Ěl is my rock, I take refuge in Him; My shield and the horn of my deliverance, my high tower.

Psa 18:6  In my distress I called upon יהוה, And to my Elohim I cried; He heard my voice from His Hěḵal, And my cry went before Him, into His ears.

Psa 18:31  For who is Eloah, besides יהוה? And who is a rock, except our Elohim?

And so we see from Psalm 18 we have the Sure Foundation of the Rock that is YAHUAH, and then we have the “foundations of the world”.

Psa 18:7  And the earth shook and trembled; EVEN THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE MOUNTAINS WERE TROUBLED And they shook, because He was wroth.

Psa 18:15  And the channels of waters were seen, And THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE WORLD WERE UNCOVERED AT YOUR REBUKE, O יהוה, At the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.

These worldly foundations are troubled and rebuked by YAHUAH. It is these worldly foundations that make up the “sand” in the parable of the house.

The foundation that is the Rock, the Rock that is YAHUAH, is like One Great Chunk of Rock. The foundation that is like sand is portraying a conglomeration of smaller rocks all gathered together, as a grain of sand is indicative of a small fragment of stone.

Yahusha very quietly makes the distinction between the two foundations in Matthew 16:

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha, and on this rock I shall build My assembly, and the gates of She’ol shall not overcome it.

Yahusha tells Peter that he is “Petros”, and Petros means a piece of a rock:

G4074   (Strong)

Πέτρος

Petros

pet'-ros

Apparently a primary word; a (piece of) rock (larger than G3037); as a name, Petrus, an apostle: - Peter, rock. Compare G2786.

So He tells Simon BarJonah, who has been dubbed as Kepha, that he is a piece of rock. Yahusha then says that He will build His church on “this rock”:

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha, and on THIS ROCK I shall build My assembly, and the gates of She’ol shall not overcome it.

The word for rock in the phrase “this rock” differs from the word used to describe Simon. To Simon he says you are “Petros”, but the rock Yahusha says He will build His Church on He called “Petra”, and instead of a piece of a rock, Petra is referring to a large chunk of rock:

G4073   (Strong)

πέτρα

petra

pet'-ra

Feminine of the same as G4074; a (mass of) rock (literally or figuratively): - rock.

The word used for the apostle Kepha, that is “Petros”, is used 162 times in the NT. Of those 162, every single instance of “Petros” is used to identify the apostle Peter.

On the other hand, the word used for “this rock”, that is “Petra”, is used 16 times in the NT, and not once is it used to identify Peter.

It is, however, used to identify that Solid Foundation of the Rock in the parable of the house:

Mat 7:24  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does them, shall be like a wise man who built his house on the ROCK (Petra),

And so when Yahusha says that He will build His church, or His House, on “this rock”, He is referring to the same Rock in the parable of the house.

It has been long taught and believed that the rock that Yahusha says He would build His House on was Peter. This is how man interpreted it and thus, this is how it has played out to a degree. There is a very old and large organization that has long stood and that teaches that they were built on the foundation of the apostle Peter. Thus, there is some truth to the idea that the rock that is Petra applies to Peter, but only really because man has traditionally taught this and worked to manifest and build upon his beliefs. And so in a way, Petra does apply to Peter according to man's wisdom, and according to the fact that many have stumbled on this teaching of Peter being this rock, and it is according to this stumbling that much of the House is built. And so while the Petra that is “this rock” has come to be known as Peter according to man's blindness as it pertains to the Word of YAHUAH, the True appropriation of Petra is the Rock that is YAHUAH, the Foundation not moved nor shaken.

Yahusha says that the gates of hell will not overcome His House built on that Foundation. The “gates of hell” is the same floods and rain that overcome the house built on sand, on the little pieces of rock:

Mat 7:26  “And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not do them, shall be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand,

Mat 7:27  and the rain came down, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and they beat on that house, and it fell, and great was its fall.”

But the House built on the Rock are not overcome by these gates of hell:

Mat 7:24  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does them, shall be like a wise man who built his house on the rock,

Mat 7:25  and the rain came down, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

And so Peter represented that foundation of sand in the parable of the house. This idea of a foundation of sand, which in this case is represented by Peter, is inexorably connected with the “gates of hell” which work to overcome the house. It is the poor and shoddy foundation, the sand peter, that lends strength to the floods and winds, the gates of hell. It is the poor foundation that allows the floods to overtake the house.

It is the gates of hell that “beat” upon the House of Yahusha, but do not overcome it. “Beat” is to rush upon:

G4363   (Strong)

προσπίπτω

prospiptō

pros-pip'-to

From G4314 and G4098; to fall towards, that is, (gently) prostrate oneself (in supplication or homage), or (violently) to rush upon (in storm): - beat upon, fall (down) at (before).

We can see some examples of when the gates of hell beat upon, or rushed upon, the house of Yahusha:

Act 7:57  And crying out with a loud voice, they stopped their ears, and rushed upon him with one mind,

Act 7:58  and threw him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Sha’ul.

Act 7:59  And they were stoning Stephanos as he was calling and saying, “Master יהושע, receive my spirit.”

The stoning of Stephen was the culmination of the floods “rushing upon”, or “beating upon” the House. And be sure that it is of no coincidence that it was stones that stormed the gate. The beating began long before the stoning. It began when he began to openly offend them. It starts with words and threats and crescendos into the physical beating of the body.

When Yahusha was speaking of the floods and rain that beat upon the house founded on the Rock, He was speaking of those who were persecuted for the Indwelling of the Spirit who dwelt within them. For these, as it applied to Yahushas time 2000 years ago, the persecutorial floods and rains that beat upon the house came from the Torah observant Yehudim and Rome.

Those who built their house upon sand were those who depended upon the Torah of Moses and the ways of the Yehudim for protection. Peter was dependent upon the Yehudim.

Gal 2:11  And when Kěpha had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was at fault.

Gal 2:12  For before some came from Ya‛aqoḇ, he was eating with the nations, but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, in fear of those of the circumcision.

Gal 2:13  And the rest of the Yehuḏim joined him in hypocrisy, so that even Barnaḇa was led away by their hypocrisy.

Gal 2:14  But when I saw that they are not walking straight according to the truth of the Good News, I said to Kěpha before them all, “If you, being a Yehuḏi, live as the nations and not as the Yehuḏim, why do you compel nations to live as Yehuḏim?

Stephen followed the original House that was beat upon by the Yehudim. The Yehudim rushed the House that was the body of Yahusha when they beat upon Him and delivered Him up to death. But even though they were able to beat upon the House, the gates of hell, hell representing death and destruction, were not able to overcome Him:

Jhn 2:19  יהושע answered and said to them, “Destroy this Dwelling Place, and in three days I shall raise it.”

Jhn 2:20  Then the Yehuḏim said, “It took forty-six years to build this Dwelling Place, and You are going to raise it in three days?”

Jhn 2:21  But He spoke about the Dwelling Place of His body.

Jhn 2:22  So, when He was raised from the dead, His taught ones remembered that He said this to them. And they believed the Scripture and the word which יהושע had said.

And so the Rock that the house was built on was the Petra, and this signifies parent attachment, or True dependence upon YAHUAH and His Word, whereas the foundation of sand represents peer attachment, or dependence and the bending to thy fellow man.

The thing about the sand is that it is able to be refined. Peter and the apostles were Yahushas sand. Yahusha tells Peter that even thought Satan, or the unclean spirit, sifts, or uses him for a time, Yahusha will pray that Peter is converted back to a more solid and dependable vessel:

Luk 22:31  And the Master said, “Shim‛on, Shim‛on! See, Satan has asked for you to sift you as wheat.

Luk 22:32  “But I have prayed for you, that your belief should not fail. And when you have turned, strengthen your brothers.”

We know Peter did not become this rock like foundation after Yahusha resurrected, because even after His ascension, after His 40 days with the apostles, Peter continued to lead people away from the faith In hypocrisy:

Gal 2:11  And when Kěpha had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was at fault.

Gal 2:12  For before some came from Ya‛aqoḇ, he was eating with the nations, but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, in fear of those of the circumcision.

Gal 2:13  And the rest of the Yehuḏim joined him in hypocrisy, so that even Barnaḇa was led away by their hypocrisy.

Gal 2:14  But when I saw that they are not walking straight according to the truth of the Good News, I said to Kěpha before them all, “If you, being a Yehuḏi, live as the nations and not as the Yehuḏim, why do you compel nations to live as Yehuḏim?

And so the time that Peters belief would not fail, the time he would be turned and strengthen his brothers would not come until his own crucifixion, in which he requested to be hung upside down because he did not feel worthy to be hung as the Master Yahusha was. And so Peter would be changed, or turned, through refinement, and the refinement meant that he had to be passed through the fire, just as Yahusha was refined in His own passing through the fire, the fire of his chastisement unto the stake.

Malachi prophesys of the process of refinement:

Mal 3:2  “And who is able to bear the day of His coming, and who is able to stand when He appears? For He is like the fire of a refiner, and like the soap of a launderer.

Mal 3:3  “And He shall sit as a refiner and a cleanser of silver. And He shall cleanse the sons of Lěwi, and refine them as gold and silver, and they shall belong to יהוה, bringing near an offering in righteousness.

Mal 3:4  “Then shall the offering of Yehuḏah and Yerushalayim be pleasant to יהוה, as in the days of old, as in former years.

Mal 3:5  “And I shall draw near to you for right-ruling. And I shall be a swift witness against the practisers of witchcraft, and against adulterers, and against them that swear to falsehood, and against those who oppress the wage earner in his wages and widows and the fatherless, and those who turn away a sojourner and do not fear Me,” said יהוה of hosts.

As we have shown in previous reports, Peter was counted with this group described in Malachi 3:5. YAHUAH drew near to Peter for right ruling, for refinement. Yahusha told Peter that in the end, Peter would be girded and led to where he did not want to go:

Jhn 21:18  “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger you girded yourself and walked where you wished, but when you are old you shall stretch out your hands, and another shall gird you and bring you where you do not wish.”

Jhn 21:19  Now this He said, signifying by what death he would esteem Elohim.

This girding was done by YAHUAH. The book of Job prophecies of Peters girding according to YAHUAH:

Job 12:16  With Him are strength and ability. The misled and the misleader are His.

Job 12:17  He leads counsellors away stripped, and makes judges go mad.

Job 12:18  He loosens the bonds of sovereigns, AND BINDS A GIRDLE ON THEIR LOINS;

Job 12:19  WHO LEADS AWAY PRIESTS AS SPOIL, and overthrows the mighty;

Job 12:20  turning aside the lip of the trusted ones, and takes away the discernment of the elders;

Job 12:21  pouring scorn on nobles, and loosens the girdle of the strong;

And so Peters crucifixion was his refinement by way of fire. Peter the sandman.

And what happens when sand is refined by fire? It is transformed, or turned, into glass.

Rev 4:6  And before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal.

Rev 15:2  And I saw like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those overcoming the beast and his image and his mark and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of Elohim.

The sea of glass in Revelation that others were standing on represents a foundation. The sea of glass represents the refined apostles. Yea, they used to be as the shifting sands, and lo, even now, they remain refined, turned into all manner of crystal, polished as glass. While they once served as a foundation which led to destruction, they now serve a better role.

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha (the little pieces of stone, likened unto mere sand),...

Mat 7:26  “And everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does not do them, shall be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand,

The foundation is likened unto the head, which is the strength of the House, because the foundation goes first. Peter was ordained as the shepherd. He was the great sand daddy. He was promised to be sifted and sieved, just as sand is sifted and sieved:

Luk 22:31  And the Master said, “Shim‛on, Shim‛on! See, Satan has asked for you to sift you as wheat.

Luk 22:32  “But I have prayed for you, that your belief should not fail. And when you have turned, strengthen your brothers.”

And this foundational sand is refined with fire and turned into glass, like crystal:

Rev 4:6  And before the throne there was a sea of glass, like polished crystal:

Rev 15:2  And I saw like a sea of glass mixed with fire,

Rev 21:14  And the wall of the city had TWELVE FOUNDATIONS, and on them were the names of the twelve emissaries of the Lamb…

Rev 21:18  And the structure of its wall was jasper. And the city was clean gold, LIKE CLEAR GLASS.

Rev 21:19  And THE FOUNDATIONS of the wall of the city were adorned with ALL KINDS OF PRECIOUS STONES: the first foundation jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald,

Rev 21:20  the fifth sardonyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.

The example of the judgment and refinement of the wrong make straight the way and define the uprightness of the clean. As it pertains to mankind and the system of progression he has been subject to, the correction of the wicked is the foundation for the administration of righteousness. It paves the way for obedience

1Co 10:1   For I do not wish you to be ignorant, brothers, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea,

1Co 10:2  and all were immersed into Mosheh in the cloud and in the sea,

1Co 10:3  and all ate the same spiritual food,

1Co 10:4  and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed, and the Rock was Messiah.

1Co 10:5  However, with most of them Elohim was not well pleased, for they were laid low in the wilderness.

1Co 10:6  And these became examples for us, so that we should not lust after evil, as those indeed lusted.

1Co 10:7  And do not become idolaters as some of them, as it has been written, “The people sat down to eat and to drink, and stood up to play.”

1Co 10:8  Neither should we commit whoring, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell,

1Co 10:9  neither let us try Messiah, as some of them also tried, and were destroyed by serpents,

1Co 10:10  neither grumble, as some of them also grumbled, and were destroyed by the destroyer.

1Co 10:11  And all these came upon them as examples, and they were written as a warning to us, on whom the ends of the ages have come,

1Co 10:12  so that he who thinks he stands, let him take heed lest he fall.

He who THINKS he stands…

Mat 26:33  And Kěpha answering, said to Him, “Even if all stumble in You, I SHALL NEVER STUMBLE.”

Mat 26:34  יהושע said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this night, before the cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.”

Verily Verily I say to you, there are many who think themselves unable to fall, but will have to learn that the ground on which they have planted their feet and have taken their stand isn't sturdy at all, but rather, it is as loose as the sands that shift and submit to every high wind, and shutter and shake with every passage of water.

There are many whose strength is bound to ideas and traditions which carry longstanding titles and names, organizations which have tarried long, yea, old and ancient things. These institutions find strength in man's wisdom. They find strength in political leverage. They find strength in number. They are predicated on peer influence. While they do carry a weighty tenure, they are like great sand castles built in a day, and crumble in the night.

The houses built on the sand are like those castles. In the time of high tide, both house and foundation, both the misled and those misleading melt under wave, both rich and poor, both lord and serf.

Job 12:15  Look, He withholds the waters, and they dry up. And He sends them out, and they overwhelm the earth.

Job 12:16  With Him are strength and ability. The misled and the misleader are His.

The consolation is that, despite Peters role as agenteur of desolation, YAHUAH is merciful and compassionate and long-suffering towards him. So don't think I'm just picking on Peter, because I am not. One cannot change their lot in life, and this was simply his lot. He was merely used as a teaching point. His contribution has not been in vain, but will help to strengthen many. Just as His Master, he suffered greatly so perhaps others wouldn't have to. Peter most certainly has paid his debt. Now we just recount his tale.

Verily Verily I say to you:

Job 12:12  With the aged is wisdom, and understanding with length of days.

Job 12:13  With Him are wisdom and might, He has counsel and understanding.

And so we see that the house is overthrown by way of peer influence. It is the head, the foundation, that determines the strength of the structure that is laid upon it.

And why does peer influence lend to the fall of the house? Because the unclean spirit that went out from Yahusha was His own personal devil. It was His “self” that He dueled with in the wilderness. Yahusha associated this voice as His own, and according to the Law of the True King who now employed His throne, you are to deny thyself and serve and submit to others. Turn thy cheek and lend thy garb, and everything and everything else according that good ol fashioned golden way. And so this is why the unclean spirit regains entry through peer influence, because it is the way of submission to others.

Concerning Yahushas opposition, those He was to serve, there is doubting Thomas. There is Judas, he of Qerioth, the one called Iscariot, the bringer of bonds. You have Peter, the last Heir bender. And the rest. All of the disbelief. All used as instruments of besiegement. And yet, even still, forgive them Father, for they didn't have a clue.

Yahusha experienced both circumstances mentioned in the parable of the house and the foundation. During ROUND 1 : THE WILDERNESS, Yahusha very much exemplified the House that was built on the Rock.

In the next post, called ROUND 2, we will see how Yahusha transitions into the house built on sand. And He does this to give us an example, that He chose to humble Himself

Heb 2:10  For it was fitting for Him, because of whom all are and through whom all are, in bringing many sons to esteem, to make the Prince of their deliverance perfect through sufferings.

Heb 2:11  For both He who sets apart and those who are being set apart are all of One, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brothers,

Heb 2:14  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself similarly shared in the same, so that by means of His death He might destroy him having the power of death, that is, the devil,

Heb 2:15  and deliver those who throughout life were held in slavery by fear of death.

Heb 2:17  So in every way He had to be made like His brothers, in order to become a compassionate and trustworthy High Priest in matters related to Elohim, to make atonement for the sins of the people.

Heb 2:18  For in what He had suffered, Himself being tried, He is able to help those who are tried.

Here in ROUND 1 we see the first portion of the progression of man's fall unto redemption. In the example of Yahushas trial in the wilderness we have seen the giving of the Law and His walking in it. We have introduced the concept of peer influence, and it is an age old one, stretching back even to the beginning when Adam and Eve fashioned the knot. We have talked briefly about Peters role in Yahushas stumbling. We have seen the great depths of mercy and compassion YAHUAH has towards all of His creation, extending loving commitment towards evens towards the sinner, reproving in correction and embracing in reconciliatory Love and Redemption.

In the next chapter we will look into ROUND 2. Yahushas trial in the wilderness continued at a convenient time, and while the interaction was strikingly similar to the first meeting, the outcome of ROUND 2 proved to be diametrically opposite of the first. It is important to understand the dynamics of both ROUND 1 and 2, as the insight thereof takes the power away from the flesh and places it back between the individual and the Set Apart Spirit.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 2

The Silence Between

Returning to the Work

✦ ✦ ✦

I want to start off by thanking you who have failed to abandon this Work in spite of periods of quiet and stillness. While there have been various reasons for the times of inactivity, I believe they are all according to the Will of YAHUAH. It was according to the Will of YAHUAH that Moses would be absent from the assembly for periods of time, and one reason for this was to give the assembly time to show what the heart hid, to show how they would behave when they thought no one was looking. While I am not saying that this be the case as it pertains to periods of respite concerning this work, I can say from my end the reason for these latest periods of latency is the result of a change in my daily schedule which afforded me more time to look around the rooms of reveal, and this leads to more discovery and more to contemplate. I hope the extra time spent translating the things found makes for a more enriched study.

In the previous chapter we talked about Yahushas relationship with the unclean spirit that went out from Him when He was imparted with the fullness of the Set Apart Spirit at His immersion. We began expounding on the parable that speaks of the unclean spirit that goes out from a man and dwells in the desert places only to return with others more influential than itself. We briefly spoke of Peters and the apostles role as the agenteurs of the unclean spirit and their part in overthrowing the house.

We expounded upon the parable of the house and the foundations of rock and sand. We identified the Foundation of Rock to be YAHUAH and the foundation of sand to be represented as Peter. We mentioned how the sand lends to the weakening and overthrowing of the house, just as Peter and the apostles played their part in the delivering up of Yahusha unto the destruction of His body, or the fall of the House, from Peter, James, and Johns failure to watch and pray in the Garden of Geth unto Judas identifying and pointing out Yahusha which led to His arrest.

We identified Yahushas trial in the wilderness with the unclean spirit as ROUND 1. In this initial trial with His fleshly side, Yahusha resists the temptation to submit to His fleshly desires and lusts. Man is tried and tempted by his own heart:

Jas 1:12  Blessed is the man who does endure trial, for when he has been proved, he shall receive the crown of life which the Master has promised to those who love Him.

Jas 1:13  Let no one say when he is enticed, “I am enticed by Elohim,” for Elohim is not enticed by evil matters, and He entices no one.

Jas 1:14  But each one is enticed when he is drawn away by his own desires and trapped.

Such was the case with Yahusha in the wilderness. The voice of the trier came from the door of Yahushas own heart. The devil stood at Yahushas door and knocked, but Yahusha refused to open to him. Deny thyself. This is the admonition of Galatians:

Gal 5:16  And I say: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not accomplish the lust of the flesh.

Gal 5:17  For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. And these are opposed to each other, so that you do not do what you desire to do.

Gal 5:18  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under Torah…

Gal 5:24  And those who are of Messiah have impaled the flesh with its passions and the desires.

Gal 5:25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

This is what Yahusha did in the wilderness - He walked in the Spirit and denied His flesh. And we are to follow suit

Php 2:5  For, let this mind be in you which was also in Messiah יהושע,

As a result of Yahusha denying His flesh, the unclean spirit that wrestled with Him fled when it realized that it was not being allowed back into the House. In this post, we will look at ROUND 2, the time when the unclean spirit returns with others to see to the ruin of its former abode.

When that unclean spirit returned with his gathering, Yahusha sensed that another time of encounter had arrived. Just as the unclean spirit in the parable left after not being able to reenter the house, so too the devil in the wilderness leaves Yahusha after its three failed attempts to enter and control the House, and just as the unclean spirit in the parable eventually returns once it has gathered its reinforcements, so too the devil returns with its gathering, because yea, they are one and the same, the devil and the unclean spirit. The devils second opportunity to regain the house is what Luke calls the “convenient time”.

Luk 4:13  And when the devil had ended every trial, he went away from Him until a convenient time.

Convenient is defined:

convenient

a : suited to personal comfort or to easy performance

meeting at a convenient time

b : suited to a particular situation

a convenient excuse

c : affording accommodation or advantage

found it convenient to deal with both problems at the same time

As we will see, the convenient time that the devil found had everything to do with a time that afforded accommodation and easy performance.

As ROUND 2 commenced, Yahusha knew that the unclean spirit had found its time of convenience.

Round 2 : Caesarea Philippi

This brings us to the dialogue of Matthew 16. Understanding Peters heart, and understanding that the time of the unclean spirits convenience had come, the time when it would return and overtake the house, Yahusha decidedly began the proceedings. Instead of being approached by His unclean spirit as it was in the wilderness, Yahusha made the first move and called out to it.

In the wilderness, the unclean spirit began the trial of self doubt, attempting to cause Yahusha to question the matter of Him being the Son of Elohim:

Mat 4:3  And the trier came and said to Him, “IF YOU ARE THE SON OF ELOHIM…

In Matthew 16, Yahusha instigated the rite:

Mat 16:13  Now when יהושע came into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His taught ones, saying, “Who do men say the Son of Aḏam is?”

Mat 16:14  And they said, “Some say Yoḥanan the Immerser, and others Ěliyahu, and others Yirmeyahu or one of the prophets.”

Mat 16:15  He said to them, “AND YOU, WHO DO YOU SAY I AM?”

Mat 16:16  And Shim‛on Kěpha answering, said, “You are the Messiah, THE SON OF THE LIVING ELOHIM.”

As mentioned in prior posts, the unclean spirit was challenging the newfound possessor of its former throne, this “Jesus come lately”, namely the Spirit of YAHUAH which now fully dwelt within Him.

If you think the unclean spirit is not capable of declaring such a thing, reconsider:

Mat 8:28  And when He came to the other side, to the country of the Girgashites, two demon-possessed ones met Him, coming out of the tombs, very fierce, so that no one was able to pass that way.

Mat 8:29  And see, they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, יהושע, SON OF ELOHIM? Have You come here to torture us, before the appointed time?”

And:

Act 16:16  And it came to be, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of Puthon, did meet us, who brought her masters much profit by foretelling.

Act 16:17  Having followed Sha’ul and us, she cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the Most High Elohim, who proclaim to us the way of deliverance.”

So yes, that unclean spirit is capable of recognizing and announcing such things.

In ROUND 2 at Caesarea Philippi, the unclean spirit came with a different approach, seeing that the first attempt failed famously. This time, instead of challenging the claim that Yahusha was the Son of Elohim, the unclean spirit decided to agree with it. As the saying goes, flattery will get you everywhere. But Yahusha was hip to the chase. He knew what the unclean spirit was doing. He knew that it was just trying on concealment through Peter by showing itself to be in accord with Yahusha. By telling Yahusha that he thought He was the Son of Elohim, the unclean spirit through Peter was essentially saying, “yeah man, I think like you think, I'm just like you daddio, now maybe you will start to think a little like me, seeing we are so alike.” The US was employing tactics that had worked for it time and time again - it was laying groundwork to gain influence by building trust.

Instead of calling the unclean spirit out on this, Yahusha decided to match it step for step, feeding into its hands, not wanting to let on that the gig was up and its cover blown…not just yet anyway. And so in response to the unclean spirit’s guile, He gives the same:

Mat 16:16  And Shim‛on Kěpha answering, said, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living Elohim.”

Mat 16:17  And יהושע answering, said to him, “Blessed are you, Shim‛on Bar-Yonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father in the heavens.

Yahusha tells Peter that he must surely be blessed, because there is no way that the spirit of the flesh, that old unclean wretch, has revealed this to you, because, according to ROUND 1, that foul fiend would never concede and admit to such a thing, so it must have been My Father in the heavens who has revealed this to you…yes…of course…that must be it…and if you are hearing and believing in His Voice, there is no way you could be led by the US, not in a thousand years, never think it. This is essentially what Yahusha was conveying to the unclean spirit. He was giving the unclean spirit that worked through Peter the cover that it wanted. He was giving it room to run. He wanted it to believe that He had no idea of its presence in Peter. He wanted it to operate freely and comfortably. He was giving it enough slack to hang himself by the tongue of Peter and reveal what's really in the heart, not agreement with the Spirit of YAHUAH, but discord. And we already know the course the conversation took just moments later:

Mat 16:22  And Kěpha took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be kind to Yourself, Master, this shall not be to You!”

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

The spirit in Peter could hold its tongue no longer. Yahusha said a, b, and c is going to have to happen, and the spirit in Peter responded no, not that, but rather, x, y, and z.

Yahusha began to tell His apostles about His upcoming trial in Yerushalayim not simply to inform them of this. He was tempting the unclean spirit in Peter to present its true tongue, and that is the tongue that goes against the desire of YAHUAH. Yahusha knew the unclean spirit would naysay at this because, at this point here at Caesarea Philippi, the unclean spirit mostly believed that it was dealing with the True Son of Elohim. Because of this, the unclean spirit did not want to see Yahusha carry out His plans. Talks of coming back from the dead and overcoming death sounded the alarm and raised the red flag for the unclean spirit. We can't prevent that, it thought, our jurisdiction stops at the last breath. Beyond that, all bets are off. We can only try and convince Him not to go through with it. When Yahusha announced His Great Final act,  the spirit of the flesh could hide in the depths no longer. He threw out the line and set the trap, and the unclean spirit took the bait and fell for it hook, line, and sinker.

Pro 20:5  Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water, But a man of understanding draws it up.

The reason He wanted to draw this discord out of Peter was so that it could be used as a witness against him. Man has to learn that all are susceptible to the wiles of the spirit of the flesh. While it was the unclean spirit, we will abbreviate it and refer to it as “US” for short hither forth; while it was the US that worked through Peter, and while it is this “US” that will ultimately face the fire, the reason that it is done this way is to act as a witness to man, a witness to man's impressionable spirit. The impressionable spirit of man is the one YAHUAH writes His Law on. The spirit of the flesh is allowed access to man's throne room, his heart. The throne that sits in man's heart represents mans impressionable spirit. It is essentially the man. To “sit on that throne” is to impress man's spirit. It is to rule over the man. The spirit of the flesh, the US, has had access to impress man's throne since times first hour. If you doubt, purge the thought. Man has been impressed by the fleshly spirit to such a degree that man has conformed to it and become like it. Train a child in the way and all of that. It is the same way a sandal conforms to the foot that shods it. The same way a mattress conforms to the person who lies in it night after night. The same way a body of people conform to their leader. This is not an alien concept. It is as natural as the sunrise and as right as rain.

In reproof, man has to be allowed to suffer along with the US, but not removed like the US. YAHUAH has afforded man time and space to interact with and respond to his peers while YAHUAH has momentarily “stepped out”. If your child has a peer that has been teaching and influencing your child to do bad things, the proper course of action is to remove that influence from your child's life, and then, you are going to have to inform your child of why that peer was removed, because it was acting in a way that was destructive, and this behavior was influencing your child to do the same. Hopefully the child learns right away from this example and then immediately clings to the parent for further impression and instruction, but, more often than not, the child is going to seek peer attachment from another source. Hence the whole parable of the US being removed and coming back with seven others to try and regain control of that house. The aim for the parent at this point of peer removal is for the parent to take control of the child's “throne room”, or to replace the influence that had formerly gripped the child in the form of peer influence with their own influence. When the former influence is removed a vacuum is created. It is up to the parent to facilitate the filling of this void. This is when the parent “writes their laws on the child's heart”. This concept is spoken of in Ezekiel:

Ezk 36:24  “And I shall take you from among the nations, and I shall gather you out of all lands, and I shall bring you into your own land.

Ezk 36:25  “And I shall sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean – from all your filthiness and from all your idols I cleanse you.

Ezk 36:26  “And I shall give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you. And I shall take the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I shall give you a heart of flesh,

Ezk 36:27  and put My Spirit within you.  And I shall cause you to walk in My laws and guard My right-rulings and shall do them.

Ezk 36:28  “And you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers. And you shall be My people, and I shall be your Elohim.

Ezk 36:31  “And you shall remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good. And you shall loathe yourselves in your own eyes, for your crookednesses and your abominations.

Ezk 36:36  “Then the nations which are left all around you shall know that I, יהוה, have rebuilt the destroyed places and planted what was laid waste. I, יהוה, have spoken it, and I shall do it.”

And so we see in Ezekiel's example that the child is removed from his peers, or the “nations”, and a new heart is given along with new instruction and obedience to said ways, and this is for a witness.

Understanding this process aids in the facilitation of the resistance and removal of the US and the forsaking of its ways in preparation of the receiving of the Set Apart Spirit. Some are called to help facilitate this transition. I stand at the door and knock…

Rev 3:20  “See, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I shall come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.

How does one open the door?

Mat 7:7  “Ask and it shall be given to you, seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened to you.

Mat 7:8  “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened.

How does one knock?

Jas 1:5  If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of Elohim, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it shall be given to him.

Jas 1:6  But he should ask in belief, not doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.

Jas 4:3  You ask and do not receive, because you ask evilly, in order to spend it on your pleasures.

Jas 4:4  Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with Elohim? Whoever therefore intends to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of Elohim.

Jas 4:5  Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose? Does the Spirit which dwells in us intensely crave unto envy?

Jas 4:6  But He gives greater favour. Because of this He says, “Elohim resists the proud, but gives favour to the humble.”

Jas 4:7  So then subject yourselves to Elohim. Resist the devil and he shall flee from you.

Jas 4:8  Draw near to Elohim and He shall draw near to you. Cleanse hands, sinners. And cleanse the hearts, you double-minded!

Many are called to aid in the facilitation of this process. Ask. Resist. Perish the doubt. It's much easier to ask in belief when you can understand and visualize the process which is taking place. How does one open the door if he doesn't know how the door opens? It's not always a physical door we speak of, but it is always a spiritual one. How does one knock on a spiritual door? For some, this clarification is necessary to perform their function of opening the door. Detachment from the world and repentance of the flesh is the key that unlocks. Turning and calling to YAHUAH and seeking attachment to Him is the action that opens.

To be a little more clear, allow me to give a more practical example. Leaning on peer attachment can be likened unto depending on a priesthoods obligation to slaughter and burn beast to obtain acceptance from our Creator. Turning from this worldly practice and depending on the sacrifice of Yahusha to obtain acceptance is to lean on the Father, as it was the Father who worked through Yahusha. And so we see that in this example, deciding to forsake and abandon the worldly ways of atonement by way of the blood of beast is to unlock the door. To accept the sacrifice of Yahusha as the atonement of man's sin is the opening of the door and entering into the reign.

Mic 6:6  With what shall I come before יהוה, bow myself before the high Elohim? Shall I come before Him with ascending offerings, with calves a year old?

Mic 6:7  Is יהוה pleased with thousands of rams or ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I give my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my being?

Mic 6:8  He has declared to you, O man, what is good. And what does יהוה require of you but to do right, and to love loving-commitment, and to walk humbly with your Elohim?

2Pe 1:3  as His Mighty-like power has given to us all we need for life and reverence, through the knowledge of Him who called us to esteem and uprightness.

2Pe 1:4  Through these there have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, so that through these you might be partakers of the Mighty-like nature, HAVING ESCAPED FROM THE CORRUPTION IN THE WORLD, caused by lust.

2Pe 1:5  And for this reason do your utmost to add to your belief uprightness, to uprightness knowledge,

2Pe 1:6  to knowledge self-control, to self-control endurance, to endurance reverence,

2Pe 1:7  to reverence brotherly affection, and to brotherly affection love.

2Pe 1:8  For if these are in you and increase, they cause you to be neither inactive nor without fruit in the knowledge of our Master יהושע Messiah.

2Pe 1:9  For he in whom these are not present is blind, being shortsighted, AND HAS FORGOTTEN THAT HE HAS BEEN CLEANSED FROM HIS OLD SINS. (And thus leans on the works of the old priesthood, frequent blood of beast in exchange for cleansing)

2Pe 1:10  For this reason, brothers, all the more do your utmost to make firm your calling and choosing, for if you are doing these matters you shall never stumble at all,

2Pe 1:11  for in this way an entrance into the everlasting reign of our Master and Saviour יהושע Messiah shall be richly supplied to you.

In this process of unlocking and opening the door, there arises much conflict, as I'm sure you could imagine. We are talking about the reformation of culture. We are talking about transgressing the status quo. We are talking about stepping on toes. We are talking about offending elders and peers, even unto severe persecution, even unto death, as it was and is, even to this day.

This dynamic tension between orthodox Yehudaism and the followers of Yahusha that was created when Yahusha came onto the scene and did the things He did and said the things He said is the focal point of the writings of the New Testament. It is the reason the latter day scribes exhorted and admonished and testified. It is the reason they warned in their writing. The practical framework for the opposition that the followers of Yahusha began facing 2000 years ago was engineered by the Yehudim. And this was a continuance of the same opposition the prophets faced even before then. But when the Word and Teaching of Yahusha gained the steam that it gained in the first century, a line was drawn in the sand, and the movement of the Truth became less fringy and more condensed and collected and structured. It was now official. When Yahusha came onto the scene, the very things the prophets spoke of that led them into persecution had materialized and was now an irremovable thorn in the ancient ass of the body of the flesh. Yea, the door of knocking is a heavy door, a burdensome barrier, one on which the hinges weary to turn.

By announcing His death and resurrection, Yahusha was drawing out the intention of the US, intention that Peter perceived as his own. Yahusha was preparing Peters heart to be opened. In rebuking the US, Peter interpreted that he himself was being rebuked, and this was the case. Both were being called out. This rebuking of the US in Peter was the first step in a long journey of his correction. If you doubt, your heart has swayed untrue.

Yahusha is telling Peter that he leans not on the Word of YAHUAH, but rather, on the word of the peer:

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for YOUR THOUGHTS ARE NOT THOSE OF ELOHIM, BUT THOSE OF MEN.”

And so Yahusha is setting Peter up for Instruction in Righteousness. First, the drawing out of the voice of the US in Peter, rebuking him for his untrue allegiances, and then the Instruction, the time when Yahusha shows Peter the price for leaning on the word of the peer instead of the Word of YAHUAH:

Mat 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet NOT AS I DESIRE, but as You desire.”

Yahusha states very clearly that His desire was not the same as YAHUAHS. In other words, His thoughts were not the thoughts of Elohim, but those of men. We will tie back into this as we finish explaining what was happening here in ROUND 2 and why it happened.

The opening of the door is all about challenging the age old ways of the flesh. It is rebuking the status quo. This was what Peter struggled with, standing in the face of the powers that be. This is what Yahusha struggled with in the Garden of Geth…not my desire, but yours, Father.

Yea…a heavy door indeed.

And so this is how ROUND 2 began. Yahusha instigated this rite of passage, and, as we will see, this meant turning over of the house and handing over the keys.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 3

Round One

Caesarea Philippi and the First Trial

✦ ✦ ✦

We can see similarities between Yahushas dealing with the US here in Matthew 16 at Caesarea Philippi and in the first trial in the wilderness.

First we have the matter of going without bread and the use of bread as a euphemism for teaching or instruction. In ROUND 1, we see Yahusha without bread:

Mat 4:2  And after having fasted forty days and forty nights, He was hungry.

Mat 4:3  And the trier came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of Elohim, command that these stones become bread.”

And, in ROUND 2, we see a time when the apostles had no bread to eat:

Mat 16:5  And His taught ones came to the other side, and had forgotten to take bread.

Mat 16:6  And יהושע said to them, “Mind! And beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.”

Mat 16:7  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “Because we brought no bread!”

Mat 16:8  But יהושע, aware of this, said to them, “O you of little belief, why do you reason among yourselves because you brought no bread?

And then the likening of bread to teaching or instruction:

Mat 4:4  But He answering, said, “It has been written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of יהוה.’ ”

And in 16:

Mat 16:11  “How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread, but to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees?”

Mat 16:12  Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.

We can see in ROUND 2 how Yahusha began to repeat the matters that were addressed in ROUND 1, only with a slight role reversal, with Yahusha holding the reins. And again, after this initial revisiting of the matter of bread and teachings, Yahusha brings up the matter of His Sonship:

Mat 16:15  He said to them, “And you, who do you say I am?”

Mat 16:16  And Shim‛on Kěpha answering, said, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living Elohim.”

And again, just as in the wilderness:

Mat 4:3  And the trier came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of Elohim, command that these stones become bread.”

And so, after the matter of going without bread and the matter of questioning the identity of the Son of Elohim, the next thing brought up is the matter of the stumbling block.

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha, and on this rock I shall build My assembly, and the gates of She’ol shall not overcome it.

Yahusha ambiguously tells the US that it is “Kepha”, or the rock. We know that Yahusha is referring to a “stumbling stone”, per His words a few verses down:

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

Yahusha tells Kepha that he is a rock, but He says it in a way that leaves Peter, and others that would follow, room to interpret it according to their own understanding, according to their own private interpretation. Hearing they hear but do not understand. Concerning the things that Yahusha was saying, Peter was predisposed to interpreting them to his own liking. The apostles were constantly scratching their heads concerning the things they were hearing. Simply consider what took place shortly before;

Mat 16:7  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “Because we brought no bread!”

Mat 16:11  “How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread, but to beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees?”

Concerning the stone of stumbling, Peter coddled his ego and chose to hear that he was the foundation of the Assembly, but that was never the case, he was merely the foundation of stumbling by which the True foundation would be laid. In the parable of the house built on sand and the House built on the Rock, remember that in building the House on the Rock, work had to be done before the House was built on the Rock. Initially, the sand that looked like foundation had to be removed and taken out of the way in order to reveal the True Rock:

Luk 6:48  “He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock. And when a flood came, the stream burst against that house, but was unable to shake it, for it was founded on the rock.

The shoddy foundation of sand which precedes the realization of the Foundation of the True Rock can be compared to religions that depend on a man to provide salvation or forgiveness. These lean on the support of priests, prophets, and rabbis for strength and hope and security. These take hold of the seed of man for strength.

And so we see Yahusha announce to Peter that he is the little stone, the stumbling block, here in ROUND 2. It is the stumbling stone that is brought up in the next scenario in the wilderness:

Mat 4:5  Then the devil took Him up into the set-apart city, set Him on the edge of the Set-apart Place,

Mat 4:6  and said to Him, “If You are the Son of Elohim, throw Yourself down. For it has been written, ‘He shall command His messengers concerning you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, so that you do not dash your foot against a STONE.’ ”

The word “stone” in Matt 4:6 refers to a stumbling stone:

G3037   (Strong)

λίθος

lithos

lee'-thos

Apparently a primary word; a stone (literally or figuratively): - (mill-, stumbling-) stone.

The word “dash”, as in  “dash your foot against a stone” refers to stumbling:

G4350   (Strong)

προσκόπτω

proskoptō

pros-kop'-to

From G4314 and G2875; to strike at, that is, surge against (as water); specifically to stub on, that is, trip up (literally or figuratively): - beat upon, dash, STUMBLE (at).

Along with attempting to cast Yahusha into the depths of doubt concerning His identity, the US also tries to get Yahusha to stumble by causing Him to trip over His own feet, all in the same breath. In the wilderness, the US cleverly tries to get Yahusha to stumble by enticing Him to do as it bids. Remember, to stumble is to bend to the desire of a precept not assigned to you. It is to abandon one's principles. It is spiritual adultery. If Yahusha had submitted to the US in the wilderness on this matter, it would have been His stumbling. The US challenges Yahusha to prove that He is the Son of Elohim by “casting Himself down”, or to intentionally attempt to stumble, saying that He would not be able to stumble, that He could not stumble if He was truly the Son of Elohim because Messengers would be commanded on His behalf that would prevent Him from stumbling. The US presents itself to erroneously assume that the One to come as the Son of Elohim was unable to stumble. This is that whole pride thing. It is the mindset that what makes one righteous is their ability to walk in the flesh without sinning. It is the voice of the Pharisee:

Luk 18:11  “The Pharisee stood and began to pray with himself this way, ‘Elohim, I thank You that I am not like the rest of men, swindlers, unrighteous, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.

In ROUND 1, the US tries to convince Yahusha that it is under the impression that the prophesied Son of Elohim was incapable of stumbling. But this is not the case, never think it. Hebrews tells us that Yahusha had to become like His brothers in every way:

Heb 2:16  For, doubtless, He does not take hold of messengers, but He does take hold of the seed of Aḇraham.

Heb 2:17  So in every way He had to be made like His brothers, in order to become a compassionate and trustworthy High Priest in matters related to Elohim, to make atonement for the sins of the people.

Yahusha had to become like His Brothers in every way, including in the way of the flesh, and the way of the flesh is to stumble.

Heb 2:14  Therefore, SINCE THE CHILDREN SHARE IN FLESH AND BLOOD, HE HIMSELF SIMILARLY SHARED IN THE SAME, so that by means of His death He might destroy him having the power of death, that is, the devil,

Heb 2:15  and deliver those who throughout life were held in slavery by fear of death.

Heb 2:16  For, doubtless, He does not take hold of messengers,

Hebrews tells us that Yahusha does not take hold of messengers. “Take hold” is:

G1949   (Strong)

ἐπιλαμβάνομαι

epilambanomai

ep-ee-lam-ban'-om-ahee

Middle voice from G1909 and G2983; to seize (for help, injury, attainment or any other purpose; literally or figuratively): - catch, lay hold (up-) on, take (by, hold of, on).

Take hold means to seize for help.

Hebrews is recounting this concept of the upholding of messengers, or the matter of messengers coming to His aid, as was mentioned in ROUND 1.

Hebrews writes that Yahusha does not take hold of messengers. That is to say that He does not call on or depend upon messengers to keep Him from stumbling. Hebrews speaks of His not taking hold of messengers in context of His sharing in flesh and blood unto death. This is to say that Yahusha chooses not to call upon messengers for help, but rather, He allows His fleshly nature to lead Him into stumbling, all the way to enduring the penalty thereof, the penalty of death, just as the rest of mankind was subject to endure. And so, in its shrewdness, the US attempts to convince Yahusha that it believes that if He is Truly the Son of Elohim, He would be unable to stumble:

Mat 4:6  and said to Him, “If You are the Son of Elohim, throw Yourself down. For it has been written, ‘He shall command His messengers concerning you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, so that you do not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”

This idea of not dashing His foot upon a stone comes from Psalms:

Psa 91:10  No evil befalls you, And a plague does not come near your tent;

Psa 91:11  For He commands His messengers concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.

Psa 91:12  They bear you up in their hands, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

In Psalms 91:12, “dash” means to stumble.

H5062   (Strong)

נָגַף

nâgaph

naw-gaf'

A primitive root; to push, gore, defeat, stub (the toe), inflict (a disease): - beat, dash, hurt, plague, slay, smite (down), strike, stumble, X surely, put to the worse.

The word “foot” implies the ability to endure:

H7272   (Strong)

רֶגֶל

regel

reh'-gel

From H7270; a foot (as used in walking); by implication a step; by euphemism the pudenda: -  X be able to endure, X according as, X after, X coming, X follow, ([broken-]) foot ([-ed, -stool]), X great toe, X haunt, X journey, leg, + piss, + possession, time.

What Psalms 91 is speaking about is a time, a season, when The Anointed One is upheld by the Messengers of YAHUAH, a time when He is incapable of stumbling, a time of unwavering endurance. The time we are speaking of is that famed Second Coming. When Yahusha walked 2000 years ago, he DID stumble. Yahusha DID dash His foot upon a stone, as this was part of the Prophecy:

Gen 3:15  “And I put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed. He shall crush your head, and YOU SHALL CRUSH HIS HEEL.”

In Genesis 3 we see that the Seed of the woman, the Anointed One, has His heel crushed by the serpent, the serpent being the devil or the US. This is the dashing of the foot on the stone which causes the stumbling or the fall.

In Genesis 49 we are shown one of the tribes by which this serpent arises, namely Dan:

Gen 49:17  “Dan is a serpent by the way, an adder by the path, that bites the horse’s heels so that its rider falls backward.

So we see Dan the serpent hitting the heel causing the stumbling or the falling.

It was prophesied that Yahusha would dash His foot against a stone, and dash He did, and the head stone on which He dashed was Peter, called Petros and Kepha, the stone of stumbling.

Even though Yahusha dashed and stumbled, He still experienced a taste of the upholding of Messengers, but not because He “took hold” of them, but rather, because they were sent to His aid, not at His request. We see this happen the night of His stumbling, the night in the Garden of Geth.

Luk 22:41  And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and falling on His knees He was praying,

Luk 22:42  saying, “Father, if it be Your counsel, remove this cup from Me. Yet not My desire, but let Yours be done.”

Luk 22:43  And there appeared a messenger from heaven to Him, strengthening Him.

We also see it in the wilderness:

Mat 4:11  Then the devil left Him, and see, messengers came and attended Him.

In Psalm 91, we see that the phrase is “dash your foot against a stone”. The word dash is to stumble. The word “foot” means to be able to endure. So the stumbling means the failure to endure something. How did Yahusha stumble? What was it that He failed to endure? The answer is the commitment to unwaveringly desire to follow through with His trial and scourging according to the Desire of His Father. He knew that He was brought forth to carry out that anguishing requirement of His life. The stumbling was the failure to endure the walking in the Spirit, the walking in the desire of YAHUAH, and instead, walking in the desire, or thoughts, of men. Peter caused Yahusha to bend to him, to trust in him in a sense. It was Peter who told Yahusha to be kind to yourself:

Mat 16:21  From that time יהושע began to show to His taught ones that it was necessary for Him to go to Yerushalayim, and to suffer much from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and to be raised again the third day.

Mat 16:22  And Kěpha took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be kind to Yourself, Master, this shall not be to You!”

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

Peter was given the authority to swoon and sway the heart of Yahusha, to cause Him to bend from the will of YAHUAH and to bend towards the will of Peter. Peter said Let this not be, and this is the self-same sentiment Yahusha adopted and echoed in the Garden:

Mat 26:37  And He took with Him Kěpha and the two sons of Zaḇdai, and He began to be grieved and deeply distressed.

Mat 26:38  Then He said to them, “My being is exceedingly grieved, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”

Mat 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME. Yet not as I desire, but as You desire.”

The reason He asked the apostles to watch for Him and pray was so that He could avoid being delivered up to the Yehudim and Romans, so that He might not have to drink of that Cup which was prepared for Him by YAHUAH.

Mat 26:45  Then He came to His taught ones and said to them, “Still sleeping and taking rest? See, the hour has come near, and the Son of Aḏam is delivered up into the hands of sinners.

Yahusha continuously prayed that He would not have to be delivered up:

Mat 26:40  And He came to the taught ones and found them asleep, and said to Kěpha, “So, were you not able to watch with Me one hour?

Mat 26:41  “Watch and pray, lest you enter into trial. The spirit indeed is eager, but the flesh is weak.”

Mat 26:42  Again He went away, a second time, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is impossible for this to pass unless I drink it, let Your desire be done.”

Mat 26:43  And He came and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy.

Mat 26:44  And He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

Yahusha was unable to endure the calling that YAHUAH had ordained for Him. Essentially, spiritually speaking, asking that He not have to drink from that cup is the same thing Jonah did when he boarded the ship headed for Tarshish when told he had to go to Nineveh, and just as Jonah was swallowed by the whale for three days and three nights, so too Yahusha was swallowed by the earth for same amount of time:

Mat 12:40  “For as Yonah was three days and three nights in the stomach of the great fish, so shall the Son of Aḏam be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth….

Mat 12:43  “Now when the unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none.

Both are men who failed to endure the Word of YAHUAH.

When Yahusha began to lose heart, to lose endurance, when He dashed His foot upon the stone, YAHUAH sent a Messenger to uphold Him. Yahusha did not “take hold” of Messengers. In contrast, Yahusha took hold of the flesh, of the seed of Abraham:

Heb 2:16  For, doubtless, He does not take hold of messengers, but HE DOES TAKE HOLD OF THE SEED OF ABRAHAM.

Yahusha did not pray that any messengers uphold Him in the Garden. Yahusha took hold of the seed of Abraham for help. Yahusha set His apostles as watch, stationing them as sentries of prayer and petitioning to YAHUAH that their watch prove tried and true, asking that He not be delivered up to the Yehudim.  Cursed is the man who trusts in man for deliverance, and cursed is the man who hangs from a tree.

Jer 17:5  Thus said יהוה, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his arm, and whose heart turns away from יהוה.

Gal 3:13  Messiah redeemed us from the curse of the Torah, having become a curse for us – for it has been written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs upon a tree.”

Yahusha tells the US in Peter:

Mat 26:53  “Or do you think that I am not able to pray to My Father now, and He shall provide Me with more than twelve legions of messengers?

Mat 26:54  “How then would the Scriptures be filled that it has to be this way?”

And so here we see. Yahusha could have certainly taken hold of messengers. Yahusha knew He was addressing the devil, that US in Peter when He said “Or do you think that I am not able to pray to My Father now, and He shall provide Me with more than twelve legions of messengers”.

Yahusha was taking the US back the wilderness, reminding him of his own words of ROUND 1, but this time shedding light on what the US failed to allude to in the wilderness, and that was that before the Son of Elohim fulfilled the season of not dashing the foot, the season that He would be upheld by His Messengers, He would first have to undergo the season of the dashing of the foot, the season of stumbling, the time of the crushing of the heel, the season of taking hold of the seed of Abraham. The season of not dashing the foot, the fulfillment of Psalm 91, would not come until later, when the Anointed One would not have His heel crushed, but rather, would crush the head of the serpent:

Gen 3:15  “And I put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed. He shall crush your head, and you shall crush His heel.”

Psa 91:11  For He commands His messengers concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.

Psa 91:12  They bear you up in their hands, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Psa 91:13  YOU TREAD UPON LION and COBRA, YOUNG LION AND SERPENT YOU TRAMPLE UNDERFOOT.

This would come at a later time, as Yahusha Himself attested to:

Jhn 18:36  יהושע answered, “My reign is not of this world. If My reign were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Yehuḏim. But now My reign is not from here.”

Yahusha proclaimed to Pilate that His reign was not from then, because if it were, He would have been upheld by His servants and would not have been delivered up to stand before Pilate.

And so we see in ROUND 1, the US is trying to get Yahusha to prove He was the Son of Elohim by doing the things that were prophesied concerning the Reign of the Anointed One, the Reign of He who crushes the head. The US says if you are Him then cast yourself down and you will be upheld. But the Spirit of YAHUAH which dwelt in Yahusha knew that it wasn't time for that, that other prophecies in Scripture must first be fulfilled, like the stumbling on the stone and crushing of the heel.

Essentially, ROUND 1 was the US trying to tempt Yahusha to not go through with the crushing of the heel by way of the serpent, to get him to just kind of skirt that part, attempting to appeal to His fleshly nature by persuading Him to preserve the flesh. It then tempted Him to obtain rulership over the earth by bowing to it, subtly trying to say you don't have to go through all that heel crushing stuff if you really don't want to, just worship me instead and i will give you all that I can. When the US came the second time during its time of convenience, it tried convincing Yahusha of the same thing through Peter saying “be kind to yourself…this shall not be…”

In ROUND 1, Yahushas fleshly nature said you are hungry, you must eat or you will die. Yahusha says no. Then his fleshly nature said, ok, well, if you think you are so indestructible then cast thyself down, after all, Scripture does say you will be supernaturally upheld. Yahusha says no. His US says, ok, very well then. I see you have great command over your throne, over your own heart. Give me control over thyself and I will give you control over the whole earth. Yahusha says no. According to the age-old adage, It is better that I control myself than I control a thousand cities.

Pro 16:32  He who is patient is better than the mighty, And he who rules over his spirit than he who takes a city.

And so we see the inverted congruence thus far between the time in the wilderness and the scene at Caesarea Philippi. In ROUND 1 Yahusha is hungry and without bread and is approached by the US on the matter of His identity. In ROUND 2 it is the US in the apostles without bread and it is Yahusha approaching them on the matter of His identity.

In ROUND 1, the US approaches Yahusha and tempts Him to cast Himself down from the Set Apart Place, saying that He cannot stumble. In ROUND 2, Yahusha brings it to Peter, saying that Peter is a rock on which He stumbles, and that Yahusha would build up His House upon that stumbling stone.

Along with the matter of stumbling on a stone, we have the matter of the assembly, or the church, which was foreshadowed by the Set Apart Place, mentioned in both the wilderness and Caesarea Philippi:

Mat 16:18  “...and on this rock I shall build My assembly, …

Mat 4:5  …set Him on the edge of the Set-apart Place,

And then the matter of not being overtaken by death:

Mat 16:18  “...and the gates of She’ol shall not overcome it.

Mat 4:6  and said to Him, “If You are the Son of Elohim, throw Yourself down. For it has been written, ‘He shall command His messengers concerning you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, so that you do not dash your foot against a stone.’ ”

In ROUND 1 in the wilderness, the US tried to persuade Yahusha to cast down His Body and defy death, declaring that He would not be overtaken by it, and in ROUND 2, Yahusha tells Peter that the gates of hell, or the grave, would not overcome His assembly, or His House, His body.

Again, Yahusha is ambiguously sympathizing with the US. Just as Yahusha entertained the US earlier in the interaction by telling Peter that you must be blessed, and that which you believe must certainly have been revealed to you by YAHUAH, Yahusha now further entertains the US by saying, Oh yeah, and also, I call you the rock, just like the rock you are familiar with in the Scriptures you obviously have an immense knowledge of, yes, that rock, and I will build my work upon you, YOU, Peter, YOU will be my foundation, and just like you believe, that which I build upon you will not be overtaken, because as the spirit that worketh in you has already stated, messengers will be commanded on my behalf to prevent any downfall. This is what Yahusha was conveying to the US. At the same time He was telling another Truth, that Peter would not be the Rock called YAHUAH, but the rock that is the stumbling stone, the foundation of sand upon which the house stands that causes it to fall. One might think this approach of double talk to be a bit twisted, but sometimes that's just how the tongue rolls:

Psa 18:26  With the clean You show Yourself clean; And with the crooked You show Yourself twisted.

As it is written:

Isa 28:11  For with a jabbering lip and a foreign tongue He speaks to this people,

And:

Jer 4:10  Then I said, “Ah, Master יהוה! Truly, You have greatly deceived this people and Yerushalayim, saying, ‘Peace is for you,’ whereas the sword reaches to the heart.”

This is what I am showing you concerning Yahushas interaction with Peter here. Yahusha was saying both things at the same time, saying “peace is for you”:

Mat 16:17  And יהושע answering, said to him, “Blessed are you, Shim‛on Bar-Yonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father in the heavens.

Mat 16:18  “And I also say to you that you are Kěpha, and on this rock I shall build My assembly, and the gates of She’ol shall not overcome it.

Mat 16:19  “And I shall give you the keys of the reign of the heavens, and whatever you bind on earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be having been loosened in the heavens.

He says blessed are you, and I shall build My work on you, and I give you the keys of authority, or “peace is for you”, but at the same time, the Sword reaches into the heart:

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

He then says get behind me Satan, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men. This is the sword that reaches to the heart:

Heb 4:12  For the Word of Elohim is living, and working, and sharper than any two-edged sword, cutting through even to the dividing of being and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

And so Yahusha was being obscure in His dealing with the US in Peter.

Mat 13:13  “Because of this I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.

Peter was hearing but not according to the Spirit, but rather, according to the thoughts of men.

In this announcement of building His House on Kepha, Yahusha forecasts both advents - the one built on the Petros (Peter), and the One built on the Petra (YAHUAH). The one built on the Petros is the rock, or foundation, of stumbling. This quality of stumbling is characterized by the early church, the one laid by the foundation of apostles:

Mat 26:31  Then יהושע said to them, “All of you shall stumble in Me this night, for it has been written, ‘I shall strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’

This began the time of the house built on sand. It was a time of stumbling. It was a time many failed to endure persecution. Yahusha announced that they would stumble “in” Him, or “with” Him, as He showed them the way to stumbling in the Garden by seeking to evade His calling, the very thing He had proclaimed that He was brought forth to do:

Jhn 12:27  “Now I Myself am troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this reason I came to this hour.

Shortly after saying this He asked to be saved from that hour:

Mat 26:38  Then He said to them, “My being is exceedingly grieved, even to death. Stay here and watch with Me.”

Mat 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I desire, but as You desire.”

Seeing this, the apostles received their lesson in stumbling. They listened to Yahusha proclaim what He had to do for months, and once it came time to follow through, the endurance was shaken. The apostles were sorely grieved and saddened at this development, to see Him so anguished as He wrestled with the act of delivering Himself over to death. To see Him wanting to cry off only to be delivered up was extremely heartbreaking. Perhaps one could imagine just how difficult it would have been to follow through with this kind of act, fighting against the natural reluctance to intentionally throw one's body to harm along with fighting against the voices of many peers urging you not to follow through out of genuine concern and care for you.

Remember, the US did not want Yahusha to endure the things He told His apostles that He had to endure. Peter fell a man's ear with terrifying precision in an attempt to thwart His arrest. It was easy for the US to sway Peter to urge Yahusha not to give Himself over to death. Peter did care for Yahusha. This made it extremely easy for the US to work through the apostles, because, prior to the night of the last Pesach, both did not want Yahusha to suffer the persecution which would qualify Him as the Great Reconciler.

Seeing Yahusha want to back out in the face of persecution and forsake the endurance influenced the apostles to follow suit just as naturally as the body goes where the head tells it to. All of you will stumble with me tonight, He told them. And endureth they did not.

This was all according to the foundation likened unto sand. It would be long after this that the second advent of the Assembly built on the Foundational Rock of YAHUAH would come about, the time Yahusha said “was not then”:

Jhn 18:36  יהושע answered, “My reign is not of this world. If My reign were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Yehuḏim. But now My reign is not from here.”

And this time when His servants would fight is what is commonly called the “Second Coming”. Hebrews speaks of this time the Messengers Fight, this Second Advent:

Heb 1:6  And when He AGAIN BRINGS THE FIRST-BORN INTO THE WORLD (the Second Time), He says, “Let all the messengers of Elohim do reverence to Him.”

Heb 1:7  And of the messengers indeed He says, “… who is making His messengers spirits and His servants a flame of fire.”

This time the servants are as a flame of fire is mentioned by Moses:

Deu 33:2  And he said, “יהוה came from Sinai, and rose from Sě‛ir for them. He shone forth from Mount Paran, and came with ten thousands of set-apart ones – at His right hand a law of fire for them.

Deu 33:3  Indeed, He loves the peoples, all His set-apart ones are in Your hand. And they, they sat down at Your feet, receiving Your Words.

And this vision of YAHUAH coming from Mr Paran is for the latter day:

Hab 2:2  And יהוה answered me and said, “Write the vision and inscribe it on tablets, so that he who reads it runs.

Hab 2:3  “For the vision is yet for an appointed time, AND IT SPEAKS OF THE END, and does not lie. If it lingers, wait for it, for it shall certainly come, it shall not delay.

Hab 3:2  O יהוה, I have heard your report, I was afraid. O יהוה, renew Your work in the midst of the years! Make it known in the midst of the years. In wrath remember compassion.

Hab 3:3  Eloah comes from Těman, And the Set-apart One from Mount Paran. Selah. His splendour shall cover the heavens, And His praise shall fill the earth.

Hab 3:4  And the brightness is as the light, He has rays from His hand, And there His power is hidden.

Hab 3:5  Before Him goes pestilence, And a burning flame goes forth at His feet.

Hab 3:6  He shall stand and measure the earth. He shall look and shake the nations. And the ancient mountains are shattered, The age-old hills shall bow. His ways are everlasting.

And Isaiah speaks of YAHUAHS Power which is hidden in His Hand:

Hab 3:4  And the brightness is as the light, He has rays from His hand, And there His power is hidden.

Isa 49:1   Listen to Me, O coastlands, and hear, you peoples from afar! יהוה has called Me from the womb, from My mother’s belly He has caused My Name to be remembered.

Isa 49:2  And He made My mouth like a sharp sword, IN THE SHADOW OF HIS HAND HE HID ME, and made Me a polished shaft. In His quiver He hid Me.”

Isa 49:3  And He said to Me, ‘You are My servant, O Yisra’ěl, in whom I am adorned.’

Isa 49:4  And I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for emptiness, and in vain. But my right-ruling is with יהוה, and my work with my Elohim.’ ”

Isa 49:5  And now said יהוה – who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, to bring Ya‛aqoḇ back to Him, though Yisra’ěl is not gathered to Him, yet I am esteemed in the eyes of יהוה, and My Elohim has been My strength –

Isa 49:6  and He says, “Shall it be a small matter for You to be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Ya‛aqoḇ, and to bring back the preserved ones of Yisra’ěl? And I shall give You as a light to the nations, to be My deliverance to the ends of the earth!”

Isa 49:7  Thus said יהוה, the Redeemer of Yisra’ěl, their Set-apart One, to the despised , to the loathed One of the nation, to the Servant of rulers, “Sovereigns shall see and arise, rulers also shall bow themselves, because of יהוה who is steadfast, the Set-apart One of Yisra’ěl. And He has chosen You!”

Isa 49:8  Thus said יהוה, “In a favourable time I shall answer You, and in the day of deliverance I shall help You – and I guard You and give You for a covenant of the people, to restore the earth, to cause them to inherit the ruined inheritances,

And so we see Isaiah contrasting both the first advent which is predicated on the foundation of sand and the second which is built on the Rock.

Isaiah shows the first advent of Yahusha, the one in which His heel is crushed:

Isa 49:4  And I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for emptiness, and in vain…

Isa 49:7  Thus said יהוה, the Redeemer of Yisra’ěl, their Set-apart One, TO THE DESPISED, to the loathed One of the nation, to the Servant of rulers,

Yahusha labored in vain, His strength spent for emptiness, during His first advent. This is the crushing of the heel, the dashing on the stone. Yahusha spent all of His time and strength announcing and preparing for that terrible night, and once it came, He asked to be excused.

During that first advent He was the loathed One, the despised One, the servant of rulers.

Mrk 9:12  And He said to them, "Ěliyahu indeed, having come first, restores all matters. And how has it been written concerning the Son of Aḏam, that He is to suffer much AND BE DESPISED?

In Isaiah, YAHUAH mentions that there is a passage of time between the first and second ministries, saying that “in a favorable time I will answer you”, indicating that initially there was time when there was no answering. This time of no answering came during the time of the crushing of the heel. Yahushas request went unanswered, the request to keep Him from that hour…

Luk 22:41  And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and falling on His knees He was praying,

Luk 22:42  saying, “Father, if it be Your counsel, remove this cup from Me.

And this He prayed continuously.

And dying on the cross…

Mat 27:46  And about the ninth hour יהושע cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Ěli, Ěli, lemah sheḇaqtani?” that is, “My Ěl, My Ěl, why have You forsaken Me?”

Yahusha repeatedly prayed at Geth to have the Cup taken from Him only to be denied an answer. Essentially what Yahusha was asking was not to let the Yehudim rule over Him and that He not have to submit Himself to them.

Isa 49:7  Thus said יהוה, the Redeemer of Yisra’ěl, their Set-apart One, to the despised , to the loathed One of the nation, to the Servant of rulers, “Sovereigns shall see and arise, rulers also shall bow themselves, because of יהוה who is steadfast, the Set-apart One of Yisra’ěl. And He has chosen You!”

Isa 49:8  Thus said יהוה, “In a favourable time I shall answer You, and in the day of deliverance I shall help You –

From Geth to the Stake was not Yahushas time to be answered.

Isa 49:8  …and I GUARD YOU You and give You for a covenant of the people, to restore the earth, to cause them to inherit the ruined inheritances,

It was not His time of being guarded. Here is the time of guarding:

Psa 91:1  He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High, Who abides under the shadow of the Almighty,

Psa 91:2  He is saying of יהוה, “My refuge and my stronghold, My Elohim, in whom I trust!”

Psa 91:3  For He delivers you from the snare of a trapper, From the destructive pestilence.

Psa 91:4  He covers you with His feathers, And under His wings you take refuge; His truth is a shield and armour…

Psa 91:11  For He commands His messengers concerning you, TO GUARD YOU in all your ways.

Psa 91:12  They bear you up in their hands, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Psa 91:13  You tread upon lion and cobra, Young lion and serpent you trample under foot.

Psa 91:14  “Because he cleaves to Me in love, Therefore I deliver him; I set him on high, Because he has known My Name.

Psa 91:15  “WHEN HE CALLS ON ME, I ANSWER HIM; I am with him in distress; I deliver him and esteem him.

The time of guarding and answering is the Second advent. It is the time of the Reign:

Jhn 18:36  יהושע answered, “My reign is not of this world. If My reign were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Yehuḏim. But now My reign is not from here.”

This time is also related in Psalm 20:

Psa 20:1  יהוה does answer you in the day of distress! The Name of the Elohim of Ya‛aqoḇ does set you on high!

Psa 20:2  He does send you help from the set-apart place, And does uphold you from Tsiyon!...

Psa 20:6  Now I know that יהוה shall save His Anointed; HE ANSWERS HIM from His set-apart heavens With the saving might of His right hand.

The first advent, the time of no answers, leaves the crushed one to feel forsaken:

Isa 49:8  Thus said יהוה, “In a favourable time I shall answer You, and in the day of deliverance I shall help You – and I guard You and give You for a covenant of the people, to restore the earth, to cause them to inherit the ruined inheritances,...

Isa 49:14  But Tsiyon says, “יהוה HAS FORSAKEN ME, and יהוה has forgotten me.”

And we see Yahusha crying the call of the crushed one, the cry of forsaken Tsiyon who goes unanswered:

Mat 27:46  And about the ninth hour יהושע cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Ěli, Ěli, lemah sheḇaqtani?” that is, “My Ěl, My Ěl, why have You forsaken Me?”

Isa 49:14  But Tsiyon says, “יהוה has forsaken me, and יהוה has forgotten me.”

And so the time before the favorable time is the unfavorable time, the time of feeling forsaken. It is after the crushing of the heel that we have the favorable time of answering, and this is the time that the heel that was crushed gets to do some crushing of its own. Psalm 110 also mentions this time of the Second Advent, the time His Messengers help, the time of the crushing of the head:

Psa 110:1  יהוה said to my Master, “Sit at My right hand, Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”

Psa 110:2  יהוה sends Your mighty sceptre out of Tsiyon. Rule in the midst of Your enemies!

Psa 110:3  Your people volunteer in the day of Your might, In the splendours of set-apartness! From the womb, from the morning, You have the dew of Your youth!

Psa 110:4  יהוה has sworn and does not relent, “You are a priest forever According to the order of Malkitseḏeq.”

Psa 110:5  יהוה at Your right hand Shall smite sovereigns in the day of His wrath.

Psa 110:6  He judges among the nations, He shall fill the nations with dead bodies, He shall crush the Head over the mighty earth!

Feel free to study Psalm 20, 91, 104, and 110, as well as Habakkuk 3 and Isaiah 49 in congruence as these are all in harmony as they are parallel chapters. The time they speak of is one and the same.

And so these are the two things Yahusha was referencing when telling the US in Peter that He would build His assembly, or His body, upon this rock when calling Simon Barjonah the rock. He was simultaneously telling Him that Peter would be the rock of stumbling and that he would lead the initial phase of building the house, and also that the rest of the House would be built on the Rock that is YAHUAH.

Unto Peter He informs the US that instead of casting down His body from the Set Apart Place, He would build up His House upon the body of Peter. Essentially, what He was telling the US was that He would build His House upon the stumbling, in other words, He was telling that US that He WOULD in fact dash His foot upon a stone, or stumble on the stumbling stone, but it would be by way of this stumbling that He would overcome and become the chief corner stone.

Psa 118:22  The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner-stone.

Essentially, the call of ROUND 2 in this was “you are Kepha, the rock of stumbling, and on you I will build my house”, or to say it another way, “Tear down this house and I will rebuild it”:

Jhn 2:19  יהושע answered and said to them, “Destroy this Dwelling Place, and in three days I shall raise it.”

Jhn 2:20  Then the Yehuḏim said, “It took forty-six years to build this Dwelling Place, and You are going to raise it in three days?”

Jhn 2:21  But He spoke about the Dwelling Place of His body.

Or, to say it another way, “I will stumble but I will rise again”...

Mat 16:21  From that time יהושע began to show to His taught ones that it was necessary for Him to go to Yerushalayim, and to suffer much from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and to be raised again the third day.

Contrary to the desire and persuasions of the US, It was necessary that Yahusha stumble and fall...

Heb 2:14  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself similarly shared in the same, so that by means of His death He might destroy him having the power of death, that is, the devil,

Heb 2:15  and deliver those who throughout life were held in slavery by fear of death.

Heb 2:16  For, doubtless, He does not take hold of messengers, but He does take hold of the seed of Aḇraham.

In overcoming, He would then become the Petra Rock that the True Assembly is built upon, the Chief Foundation:

Isa 28:16  Therefore thus said the Master יהוה, “See, I am laying in Tsiyon a stone for a foundation, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a settled foundation. He who trusts shall not hasten away.

Paul speaks of these foundations:

1Co 3:9  For we are fellow workers of Elohim, you are the field of Elohim, the building of Elohim.

1Co 3:10  According to the favour of Elohim which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But each one should look how he builds on it.

1Co 3:11  For no one is able to lay any other foundation except that which is laid, which is יהושע Messiah.

1Co 3:12  And if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

1Co 3:13  each one’s work shall be revealed, for the day shall show it up, because it is revealed by fire.  And the fire shall prove the work of each one, what sort it is.

1Co 3:14  If anyone’s work remains, which he has built on, he shall receive a reward.

1Co 3:15  If anyone’s work is burned, he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved, but so as through fire.

Paul's says that if anyone builds on the foundation with whatever material, it is tried by fire. Peter represented the sand that was a different foundation, and as mentioned in the last post, Peter's contribution was tried by fire, and through the fire that which he laid was solidified and was able to be used, transforming and refining Peters work from sand to polished crystal. Yahusha told Peter of this transformation:

Luk 22:31  And the Master said, “Shim‛on, Shim‛on! See, Satan has asked for you to sift you as wheat.

Luk 22:32  “But I have prayed for you, that your belief should not fail. And WHEN YOU HAVE TURNED, strengthen your brothers.”

This matter of sifting, whether it be sand or wheat, it matters not to me as they are both the same to the sieve, is mentioned in Amos:

Amo 9:1   I saw יהוה standing by the slaughter-place, and He said, “Strike the column head, so that the thresholds shake, and break them off by the head, all of them. And the last of them I kill with the sword. Not one of them fleeing gets away, and not one fugitive of them escapes.

Yahusha is the Column Head that is struck. This is speaking of the striking of the Shepherd and the flock.

Mat 26:31  Then יהושע said to them, “All of you shall stumble in Me this night, for it has been written, ‘I shall strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’a

Mat 26:33  And Kěpha answering, said to Him, “Even if all stumble in You, I shall never stumble.”

Luk 22:31  And the Master said, “Shim‛on, Shim‛on! See, Satan has asked for you to sift you as wheat….

Luk 22:33  And he said to Him, “Master, I am prepared to go with You, both to prison and to death.”

Amo 9:9  “For look, I am commanding, and I shall sift the house of Yisra’ěl among all the nations, as one sifts with a sieve, yet not a grain falls to the ground.

Amo 9:10  “All the sinners of My people are going to die by the sword, those who are saying, ‘EVIL DOES NOT OVERTAKE US OR MEET US THERE YOUR PAJAMAS ON THIS CHAIR IN HERE.’

Kephas heart exhorted that “evil would not overtake him” when he repeatedly denied Yahusha to evade persecution, to skirt his evil.

Yahusha said He would pray for Peter so that he would be turned, or changed. This turning would come at Peters death:

Luk 22:32  “But I have prayed for you, that your belief should not fail. And when you have turned, strengthen your brothers.”

Luk 22:33  And he said to Him, “Master, I am prepared to go with You, both to prison and to death.”

Luk 22:34  And He said, “I say to you, Kěpha, the cock shall not crow at all today until you have denied three times that you know Me.”

And so we see that the matter of Peters being sifted by Satan has to do with his fleeing death. Amos makes it clear that the sifting has to do with the evasion of death:

Amo 9:9  “For look, I am commanding, and I shall sift the house of Yisra’ěl among all the nations, as one sifts with a sieve, yet not a grain falls to the ground.

Amo 9:10  “All the sinners of My people are going to die by the sword, those who are saying, ‘Evil does not overtake us nor meet us.’

Peter wouldn't strengthen his brothers until he was turned. Peters strengthening of his brothers is when he feeds the sheep, and so Peter wouldn't feed the sheep until he was turned. This all hinged around his death:

Jhn 21:17  He said to him the third time, “Shim‛on, son of Yonah, do you love Me?” Kěpha was sad because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Master, You know all, You know that I love You.” יהושע said to him, “Feed My sheep.

Jhn 21:18  “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger you girded yourself and walked where you wished, but when you are old you shall stretch out your hands, and another shall gird you and bring you where you do not wish.”

Jhn 21:19  Now this He said, signifying by what death he would esteem Elohim. And having said this, He said to him, “Follow Me.”

Yahusha tells Peter that until his death, he will have walked where he wished, and this walking was according to the saving of his life, according to the flesh. Yahusha tells Peter that even when he is finally delivered up to death, it will be against his desire. Peter will not want to be crucified for this man. Peter had no problem living for Yahusha and His Word, it was just dying for it that he was adverse to. And to what surprise? Yahusha Himself showed Peter how to walk this way. Yahusha expressed the same desire to not have to be delivered up in the Garden, so it was only appropriate that Peter walk the same, for the student is not above the Master.

Heb 2:17  So in every way He had to be made like His brothers, in order to become a compassionate and trustworthy High Priest in matters related to Elohim, to make atonement for the sins of the people.

Heb 2:18  For in what He had suffered, Himself being tried, He is able to help those who are tried.

Peter was the foundation of sand that was turned. Before his turning Peter girded himself. At his turning he was ungirded. YAHUAH was He who loosened the girdle of Peter:

Job 12:17  He leads counsellors away stripped, and makes judges go mad.

Job 12:18  He loosens the bonds of sovereigns, and binds a girdle on their loins;

Job 12:19  who leads away priests as a spoil, and overthrows the mighty;

Job 12:20  turning aside the lip of the trusted ones, and takes away the discernment of the elders;

Job 12:21  pouring scorn on nobles, and loosens the girdle of the strong;

In this portrayal of ungirding leaders as mentioned in Job 12, Amos 9 is founded:

Amo 9:1   I saw יהוה standing by the slaughter-place, and He said, “Strike the column head, so that the thresholds shake, and break them off by the head, all of them. And the last of them I kill with the sword. Not one of them fleeing gets away, and not one fugitive of them escapes.

We see Amos 9 heavily leaning on the judgment of the heads and elders who seek to flee death. During their time of fleeing they are “girding” themselves, or giving themselves strength and structure. This girding and ungirding of Peter can be likened unto the transformation of sand into glass.

While sand walks as it wishes, in its natural state, it maintains a crystalline structure. This structure is how the sand girds itself. When the sand is passed through the fire it loses its crystalline structure. When passed through the fire the sands bonds are loosened and it's crystalline structure no longer girds the sand. The sand is melted and upon cooling the sand is now glass. Peter prophesied of his own transformation:

2Pe 3:10  But the day of יהוה shall come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with intense heat, and the earth and the works that are in it shall be burned up.

2Pe 3:11  Seeing all these are to be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be in set-apart behaviour and reverence,

2Pe 3:12  looking for and hastening the coming of the day of Elohim, through which the heavens shall be destroyed, being set on fire, and the elements melt with intense heat!

Peter mentions that with this intense heat the world and the works thereof would be burned up. This is what Paul was referencing:

1Co 3:11  For no one is able to lay any other foundation except that which is laid, which is יהושע Messiah.

1Co 3:12  And if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

1Co 3:13  each one’s work shall be revealed, for the day shall show it up, because it is revealed by fire. And the fire shall prove the work of each one, what sort it is.

1Co 3:14  If anyone’s work remains, which he has built on, he shall receive a reward.

1Co 3:15  If anyone’s work is burned, he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved, but so as through fire.

Peter relates this matter of the elements melting with intense heat, the same matter Paul relates in context with foundations which are burned up, this very same matter Peter relates to the revealing of a new heavens and a new earth.

2Pe 3:12  looking for and hastening the coming of the day of Elohim, through which the heavens shall be destroyed, being set on fire, and the elements melt with intense heat!

2Pe 3:13  But according to His promise we wait for a renewed heavens and a renewed earth in which righteousness dwells.

And in Revelation the matter of the new heavens and new earth is related in context with the new foundation of glass:

Rev 21:1   And I saw a renewed heaven and a renewed earth, for the former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea is no more…

Rev 21:18  And the structure of its wall was jasper. And the city was clean gold, like clear glass.

Rev 21:19  And the foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: the first foundation jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald,

Rev 21:20  the fifth sardonyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.

Rev 21:21  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls – each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was clean gold, like transparent glass.

And so, in short, Peter would fulfill the role of the sand man, the shoddy foundation that if one stood upon would be in danger of slipping. Until he was transformed that is.

And so amidst all that the apostles fell short in, how could the Prince of their deliverance possibly condemn them for the very thing He Himself fell short in, simply enduring the Command and the Word of YAHUAH while in the flesh, however tailored it may be for the individual.

The US revealed that it was under the impression that the Son of Elohim would not stumble and be stricken, and this was according to the common teaching of their Torah:

Jhn 12:32  “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, shall draw all men unto Myself.”

Jhn 12:33  This He said, signifying by what death He was about to die.

Jhn 12:34  The crowd answered Him, “We have heard out of the Torah that the Messiah remains forever. And how do You say, ‘The Son of Aḏam has to be lifted up’? Who is this Son of Aḏam?”

And yea, here we abide these many, many centuries later, and the same song is played, and the same tune hummed, dancing to the beat of the same old drum.

The Yehudim still await their immortal messiah, understanding just as the US which pulls their heart strings would have them understand, that perfection in the flesh is a thing to be pursued and grasped, not perceiving that the King they anticipate is only crowned through His sufferings, and that His sufferings are according to His stumbling in the flesh, as it is written:

Php 2:5  For, let this mind be in you which was also in Messiah יהושע,

Php 2:6  who, being in the form of Elohim, did not regard equality with Elohim a matter to be grasped,

Php 2:7  but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, and came to be in the likeness of men.

Php 2:8  And having been found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, death even of a stake.

As long as the Yehudim await the immortal Messiah, they will never recognize the True Messiah, He who had to stumble first on His way up that long and bloody hill of the skull, He who had to hang on the tree. He who first trusted in man for deliverance, just as the Yehudim trust in themselves and the works thereof. The US would have them turn their eyes from the stumbling Messiah, because as long as they reject Yahusha as King, they are ruled by the flesh, and as long as they reject Yahusha as Messiah, the US still has a throne to occupy. For the US, persuading men to reject the Messiah is all about self preservation. It is the way of fleeing destruction. It is the way of the devil.

So we see that ROUND 2 is an inversion of ROUND 1. In the wilderness, the US attempts to coerce Yahusha to give up His throne. But no one takes it from me, nor convinces me to give it - I give of my own free will.

In ROUND 1 it was Yahusha without bread and in ROUND 2, it was the US in the apostles lacking.

In ROUND 1, it was the US trying to convince Yahusha to cast Himself down, saying that He would not be able to be overcome. In ROUND 2, it was Yahusha saying that He would stumble and even though He cast Himself down and be overtaken, He would rise again.

Concerning the lacking of bread, Yahusha admonished the apostles not to feed on the instruction of the Pharisees. The converse of this is to feed on every Word that comes from YAHUAH.

Yahusha perceived that the apostles were without bread and bid them not to turn to the bread of the Pharisees.

The apostles reasoned that Yahusha warned them about the leaven of the Pharisees because they were out of bread:

Mat 16:6  And יהושע said to them, “Mind! And beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.”

Mat 16:7  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “Because we brought no bread!”

They had reasoned that Yahusha was warning them against taking of the leaven of the Pharisees when they were in a state of want and hunger. Hunger can cause a person to do things they wouldn't normally do:

Gen 25:29  And Ya‛aqoḇ cooked a stew, and Ěsaw came in from the field, and he was weary.

Gen 25:30  And Ěsaw said to Ya‛aqoḇ, “Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary.” That is why his name was called Eḏom.

Gen 25:31  But Ya‛aqoḇ said, “Sell me your birthright today.”

Gen 25:32  And Ěsaw said, “Look, I am going to die, so why should I have birthright?”

Gen 25:33  Then Ya‛aqoḇ said, “Swear to me today.” And he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Ya‛aqoḇ.

Gen 25:34  Ya‛aqoḇ then gave Ěsaw BREAD and stew of lentils. And he ate and drank, and rose up and left. Thus Ěsaw despised his birthright.

In a state of hunger and self-preservation, a state of fleeing death, Esau traded his birthright, his inheritance, for bread.

The apostles eventually figured out that Yahusha spoke not of actual bread, but of instruction, and this is to say submission. Beware of submitting to the ways of the Pharisees when you lack bread, He was telling them.

Yahusha is the Bread of Life:

Jhn 6:48  “I am the bread of life.

Yahusha goes on to clarify that this “Bread” is His Words:

Jhn 6:60  Therefore many of His taught ones having heard, said, “This word is hard, who is able to hear it?”

Jhn 6:61  But יהושע knowing within Himself that His taught ones were grumbling about this, said to them, “Does this make you stumble?

Jhn 6:62  “What if you see the Son of Aḏam going up where He was before?

Jhn 6:63  “It is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh does not profit at all. THE WORDS THAT I SPEAK TO YOU ARE SPIRIT AND ARE LIFE.

Yahusha was warning the apostles that there would be a time when they would lack Bread, when He would leave them…

Jhn 6:62  “What if you see the Son of Aḏam going up where He was before?

Act 1:9  And having said this, while they were looking on, He was taken up, and a cloud hid Him from their sight.

And now, the apostles were without their Bread. It was now that the apostles were susceptible to minding the leaven of the Pharisees:

Gal 2:11  And when Kěpha had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was at fault.

Gal 2:12  For before some came from Ya‛aqoḇ, he was eating with the nations, but when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, in fear of those of the circumcision.

Gal 2:13  And the rest of the Yehuḏim joined him in hypocrisy, so that even Barnaḇa was led away by their hypocrisy.

Gal 2:14  But when I saw that they are not walking straight according to the truth of the Good News, I said to Kěpha before them all, “If you, being a Yehuḏi, live as the nations and not as the Yehuḏim, why do you compel nations to live as Yehuḏim?

Kepha was able to walk in his hunger for a time, but he, like many other men, naturally gave in to his hunger and partook of the leaven of the Pharisees, walking according to the fear of their teachings and authorities in an attempt to skirt persecution. And so in Yahushas admonition to beware the bread of the Pharisees, He was warning His apostles of the upcoming famine:

Amo 8:11  “See, days are coming,” declares the Master יהוה, “that I shall send a hunger in the land, not a hunger for bread, nor a thirst for water, but for hearing the Words of יהוה.

Peter was the epitome of that rocky ground, who, having received the Word of YAHUAH in his heart initially with joy, soon was found wanting as the grain of wheat that had fallen in his heart failed to endure:

Mat 13:20  “And that sown on rocky places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy,

Mat 13:21  yet he has no root in himself, but is short-lived, and when pressure or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.

Beware the pressure and persecution of the Pharisees, he warned, because they would have you deprived of your bread only to offer you stones in its stead. Beware of walking according to the ways of the Pharisees simply to save your life, just as one would trade matters near and dear to the heart for bread in a bout of hunger to save one's life.

In the next chapter we will continue and finish out ROUND 2.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 4

Round Two

The Inversion

✦ ✦ ✦

As we study the comparisons between ROUND 1 and ROUND 2, we can already see a type of inversion taking place. During the first showdown, Yahusha was the one without bread, and the US started the prying.

During ROUND 2 it was the US (through its gathering of apostles) who were without bread, and it was Yahusha asking the questions and dictating the conversation.

In the first interaction, the US was trying to break Yahusha down and cause Him to stumble. Yahusha succeeded in staying His True and keeping the US out of His House. In the second interaction, however, the US returns with its reinforcements and successfully overtakes Yahushas house. Only, the US doesn't overtake the house and gain entry because it is inherently stronger or smarter than Yahusha. Perish the thought. The US returns and gains entry only because Yahusha turned over the keys to it. The US was only temporarily stronger because it was given authority over the House. It gained reentry because it was a time of convenience, a time in which it was afforded accommodation. The word convenient means to afford accommodation and to accommodate means to provide something needed or desired. This is what the convenient time is about - it is a time of acquisition, a time when the US would finally receive that which it desired in the wilderness but was unable to obtain. It is about being supplied with authority over Yahushas House.

In the wilderness, the US attempts to persuade Yahusha to give authority over Himself to it, and in return, the US offers Yahusha reign over the earth.

Mat 4:8  Again, the devil took Him up on a very high mountain, and showed Him all the reigns of the world, and their esteem,

Mat 4:9  and said to Him, “All these I shall give You if You fall down and worship me.”

In ROUND 2, instead of denying the US that is now working through Peter, Yahusha wholly submits to it:

Mat 16:19  “And I shall give you the keys of the reign of the heavens, and whatever you bind on earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be having been loosened in the heavens.”

In the wilderness, the US attempted to persuade Yahusha to submit to its authority in exchange for giving Yahusha reign over the earth. It couldn't take it from Yahusha. Yahusha had to give it, and had to give on His own terms in His own time, at no ones bidding or beckoning.

In Matthew 16, this is exactly what Yahusha did, He handed over the keys to the reign of the heavens and the earth. He accommodated the US by providing it with what it wanted, and that was the opportunity to retake the House, to once again have authority over the Vessel to do with it as it pleased. Scripturally speaking, this giving of authority to the US over a righteous vessel is not unheard of. Consider Job:

Job 1:8  And יהוה said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Iyoḇ, that there is none like him on the earth, a perfect and straight man, one who fears Elohim and turns aside from evil?”

Job 1:12  And יהוה said to Satan, “See, all that he has is in your hand. Only do not lay a hand on himself.” And Satan went out from the presence of יהוה.

Job 2:6  And יהוה said to Satan, “See, he is in your hand, only spare his life.”

Iyob is a type of Yahusha. Just as with Iyob, the authority over Yahusha was given to the US to do with Him as he pleased, only he wasn't allowed to take His Life as Yahusha prevailed over the grave. So yes, the giving of authority to the Satan US over One of which it is said “there is none like Him on earth” most certainly has Scriptural precedence.

The US wanted authority over Yahusha in the wilderness, requesting that Yahusha worship it. In ROUND 2, Yahusha tells the flesh I am giving you authority over me.

As discussed. Yahusha was the heavens and the earth, the Spirit of YAHUAH, the heavens, and the flesh of man, the earth. Yahusha tells the US in Peter that He would give him all authority over both His Spirit as well as His flesh, the Heavens and the earth. And this is what we have shown to have happened. First, authority over the heavens, or the mind, of Yahusha. This began to happen right here in Matthew chapter 16. Then the authority over His flesh, the earth, is made manifest beginning in the Garden, culminating in the arrest of Yahusha and the destruction of His body.

Yahushas affliction and crucifixion are the result of the US retaking His house, but again, only because Yahusha allowed it to happen, to fulfill all that was written in the Scriptures concerning Him:

Luk 18:31  And taking the twelve aside, He said to them, “See, we are going up to Yerushalayim, and all that has been written by the prophets about the Son of Aḏam shall be accomplished.

Luk 18:32  “For He shall be delivered up to the nations and shall be mocked and insulted and spat upon,

Luk 18:33  and having flogged Him they shall kill Him. And on the third day He shall rise again.”

Luk 18:34  But they understood none of this, and this word was hidden from them, and they did not know what was being said.

Peter was the key holder. Yahusha gave the US through Peter the keys to His House, the authority to bind Him and overtake the House. This is the agenda of the US as it returns to its former abode:

Luk 11:24  “When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest. And finding none, he says, ‘I shall return to my house from which I came.’

Luk 11:25  “And when he comes, he finds it swept and decorated,

Luk 11:26  then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, AND THEY ENTER AND DWELL THERE. And the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.”

When the US returns and regains the House, it is able to do so because the owner who drove it out of the House is bound up:

Luk 11:21  “When a strong man, having been well armed, watches over his own court, his possessions are in peace.

Luk 11:22  “But when a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armour in which he trusted, and divides his booty…

Luk 11:24  “When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest. And finding none, he says, ‘I shall return to my house from which I came.’

Mat 12:29  “Or how is one able to enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he shall plunder his house.

How is one able to retake the House? He is “stronger”, or to put it another way, he simply has authority, or leverage, over the Owner, and he is able to bind Him:

Mat 16:19  “And I shall give you the keys of the reign of the heavens, and whatever you bind on earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be having been loosened in the heavens.”c Footnote: cBinding and loosening is a Hebrew idiom for exercising authority (to prohibit and permit).

An important thing to remember is that parables do not just apply to one person but potentially to anyone.

While Yahusha gave Peter authority to bind Him, it was YAHUAH who ultimately did the binding. It's like when a medical assistant or nurse practitioner practices under another doctors license. It was Peter who was the binder, but it was under YAHUAHS supervision and it was according to YAHUAHS Will.

YAHUAH is the One who ordained and allowed Yahushas binding:

Job 12:9  Who among all these does not know that the hand of יהוה has done this,...

Job 12:10  in whose hand is the life of all that live, and the breath of all mankind?...

Job 12:16  With Him are strength and ability. The misled and the misleader are His.

Job 12:17  He leads counsellors away stripped, and makes judges go mad.

Job 12:18  He loosens the bonds of sovereigns, and binds a girdle on their loins;

Job 12:19  who leads away priests as a spoil, and overthrows the mighty;

Job 12:20  turning aside the lip of the trusted ones, and takes away the discernment of the elders;

Job 12:21  pouring scorn on nobles, and loosens the girdle of the strong;

Job 12:22  revealing deep matters out of darkness, and He brings the shadow of death to light;

Job 12:23  making nations great, and He destroys them; spreading out the nations, and He leads them out.

Job 12:24  turning aside the heart of the chiefs of the people of the earth, and He makes them wander in a pathless waste.

Job 12:25  They grope in darkness, having no light, and He makes them stagger like a drunkard.

We have shown how Job 12 applied to the ungirding and girding of Peter. This also applied to the binding of Yahusha, as the Master is not far removed from the student.

Mat 10:24  “A taught one is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.

Mat 10:25  “It is enough for the taught one to become like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Be‛elzebul, how much more those of his household!

Whether it be the matter of name calling or the matter of being bound, the student walks a similar path as the Master.

In this last scenario of the handing over of authority, Yahusha shows Himself superior in that He gave the US authority over the Heavens AND the earth, whereas the US only offered authority over the earth. The US didn't even possess authority over the entire earth as this newfound anomaly that was the earthen vessel of Yahusha had just become the only parcel of earth that the US did not wield any authority over. This is why the US offered Yahusha the opportunity to rule over the earth if Yahusha would only give authority of Himself over to him, because to rule the man who rules the earth is essentially to rule the earth, and to rule the mind is to rule the body.  To worship a thing is to submit to it, and to submit to a thing is to give it authority over you. The US was seeking authority over the heavens by prompting Yahusha to worship it.

The reason the US was unable to pull out a victory in ROUND 1 was because it did not possess any authority over the Heavens, or the Spirit of Yahusha which had become bound to the Spirit of YAHUAH. It only had authority over the earth.

At Caesarea Philippi, the US began to exercise its newfound interim authority immediately. After giving the US reign over the heavens, the first thing it does is rebuke Yahusha:

Mat 16:22  And Kěpha took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be kind to Yourself, Master, this shall not be to You!”

When you rebuke someone you are exercising authority over them.

Yahusha immediately began to rebel against His new taskmaster:

Mat 16:22  And Kěpha took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be kind to Yourself, Master, this shall not be to You!”

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

The nature of the flesh is to rebel against the authority that is set over it.

Peter was allowed to bind Yahusha, or cause Him to bend towards the desire of the US. In order to accomplish this, the US was allowed to loosen the bonds of Yahusha and YAHUAH, the bond that bound them together. During the last battle, the US will misunderstand and think that it can replicate this breaking of bonds:

Psa 2:2  The sovereigns of the earth take their stand, And the rulers take counsel together, Against יהוה and against His Messiah, and say,

Psa 2:3  “LET US TEAR APART THEIR BONDS, And throw away Their ropes from us.”

Psa 2:4  He who is sitting in the heavens laughs, יהוה mocks at them.

Psa 2:5  Then He speaks to them in His wrath, And troubles them in His rage, saying,

Psa 2:6  “But I, I have set My Sovereign on Tsiyon, My set-apart mountain.”

Psa 2:7  “I inscribe for a law: יהוה has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have brought You forth.

Psa 2:8  Ask of Me, and I make the nations Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth Your possession.

Psa 2:9  Break them with a rod of iron, Dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ ”

I want to point out the similarity between ROUND 1 in the wilderness and the message of Psalm 2.

In verse 3, we see the US as it gathers its reinforcements together, and their goal is to tear apart the binding of YAHUAH to the One He calls His Son. The time that is being prophesied here is the Second Coming. In ROUND 1 in the wilderness, the US was driven out of its house because YAHUAH had come down and bonded with the throne of Yahusha. This caused the US to go out and gather others to return and retake the house. This retaking of the house happened when Yahusha gave the US through Peter the authority to break the bond between Yahusha and YAHUAH.

In verse 6, YAHUAH says that He has set His Sovereign on His Set Apart Mountain. This is in contrast to ROUND 1 when the US sets Yahusha on a mountain

Mat 4:8  Again, the devil took Him up on a very high mountain, and showed Him all the reigns of the world, and their esteem,

Mat 4:9  and said to Him, “All these I shall give You if You fall down and worship me.”

The US takes Yahusha up on a very high mountain and offers Yahusha reign over all the earth. This is the same thing the Son is given in Psalm 2

Psa 2:6  “But I, I have set My Sovereign on Tsiyon, My set-apart mountain.”

Psa 2:7  “I inscribe for a law: יהוה has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have brought You forth.

Psa 2:8  Ask of Me, and I make the nations Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth Your possession.

And in this, YAHUAH confirms the great question of Yahushas first ministry -

Psa 2:7  “I inscribe for a law: יהוה has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have brought You forth.

No more questioning “if you are the Son of Elohim”. He says “You are my Son”.

In the next chapter we will better understand why the US was allowed to retake the House 2000 years ago.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 5

The Scorecard

Measuring the Rounds

✦ ✦ ✦

The Scorecard

If we were to treat Yahushas interactions with the US as the rounds of a fight and score them as the rounds of a fight are scored, we could say that ROUND 1 went to Yahusha. He prevailed over ROUND 1. The US was driven from its house and returned seeking reentry but was barred.

If we were to score ROUND 2, we would have to give the win to the US. The US returned to gain authority back over the House, and authority it was given.

If these rounds were scored in real time, by judges who had no knowledge of how the battle would ensue, this is how it likely would be scored. The US is denied, ROUND goes to Yahusha. The US gets what it wants, the ROUND goes to the US.

So, after two rounds here at the Garden Arena, the fight is evenly scored at one to one with each contestant winning a round. It will be interesting to see how ROUND 3 plays out.

Let us now behold and understand the final round.

The US was mostly convinced that Yahusha was actually the Son of Elohim until Yahusha had the lamb slain for Pesach. At this point, the US began to heavily doubt Yahushas Sonship to the point of near certainty, for as it is written:

Psa 50:9  “I do not take a bull from your house, Nor goats out of your pens.

Psa 50:10  “For every beast of the forest is Mine, The cattle on a thousand hills.

Psa 50:11  “I know all the birds of the mountains, And all moving in My field are Mine.

Psa 50:12  “If I were hungry, I would not speak to you; For the world is Mine, and all that fills it.

Psa 50:13  “Do I eat the flesh of bulls, Or drink the blood of goats?

The US knew from Scripture that the One born as Immanuel would abstain from eating beast:

Isa 7:14  “Therefore יהוה Himself gives you a sign: Look, the ‘almah’ conceives and gives birth to a son, and shall call His Name Immanu’ěl.

Isa 7:15  “He eats curds and honey when He knows to refuse evil and choose the good.

Isa 7:16  “For before the child knows to refuse evil and choose the good, the land that you dread is to be forsaken by both her sovereigns.

Isa 7:21  And it shall be in that day that a man keeps alive a young cow and two sheep.

Isa 7:22  And it shall be, that he shall eat curds because of the plenty milk he gets, for everyone left in the land shall eat curds.

Here in chapter 7, Isaiah relates the matter of the knowledge of good and evil with keeping beasts alive and choosing to eat curds and honey as a result. The US perceived that the One prophesied as Immanuel, the Son of Elohim, would abstain from eating flesh. Instead of sending beasts to the slaughter, the One would keep them alive and eat other things instead. This is another misunderstanding on the part of the US as it thought the One born Son of Elohim Immanuel would rule without having to undergo being placed in subjection to the US.

Isa 9:6  For a Child is born unto us, a Son is given unto us, and the rule is on His shoulder. And His Name is called Wonder, Counsellor, Strong Ěl, Father of Continuity, Prince of Peace.

Let us better understand the misunderstanding of the US.

The US remembers very well the time and trial of man's way in the Garden. The US remembers man's primary violation of slaying the lamb. The US remembers the repercussions of man's slaying the lamb. The US, that dastardly devil, knew of the plan to bring about the Great Judge of evil, for the US will even know when its time is short. What the US was unable to fathom was that in YAHUAHS plan of reconciliation for man, YAHUAH would replicate the Garden crime. The US remembers the penalty for eating the lamb in the Garden, the penalty of death. When the US beheld Yahusha eat the lamb whom He had slain for Pesach, its knee-jerk response was “MURDERER! As was done to me, so shall it be to thee!” The US also remembers that which was pronounced as a result of convincing man to slay the lamb, and that was the promise of it crushing the heel and the crushing of its head. Up until the night of the last supper the US was convinced it was dealing with the Son of Elohim. In its shrewdness, the US would rather that the One it thought to be the Son of Elohim not have His heel crushed by it, or at the very least, as it attempted to do in the wilderness, have the One it feared crush His own heel. “Dash thy own foot against a stone” was the suggestion. In this, the US could reason that the One would disqualify Himself if His heel wasn't struck by the serpent. The US was reluctant to see Yahusha struck by man. The evidence of this is that Yahusha was allowed to operate unfettered until His last night. Men had desires to deliver Him up but never acted on it, and the reason for this was the confliction experienced by the flesh as a result of Yahushas presence. The US felt threatened by Yahusha, but was reluctant to harm Him because of that which it knew concerning the prophecy. Messiahs…you can't live with ‘em and you can't live without ‘em, am I right?

When the US beheld Yahusha have the lamb slain to eat, it quickly went from mostly sure and almost positive that it was dealing with the Son of Elohim in Yahusha to being almost certain that it was not. The US thought that the Son of Adam would be different from the first Adam. The US thought that its usurper would walk according to the Garden Law and be righteous in that sense.

After beholding Yahusha eat the slain lamb, the US thought that Yahusha must have just been some two-bit magician doing dime-store magic. Clearly one of Egypt's finest sorcerers staffed with parlor tricks.  Probably has his wand hidden up the sleeve of his deceiver's cloak, it thought. He certainly had me fooled, had me thinking he was the one. And who is this anyway?!? What kind of blasphemous reprobate son is this?!? He doesn't serve me nor the Great One to be feared, but serves himself?!? And…wait…what?!? What is this?!? Now he bids me to enter Judas?!? Oh you are a foul one aren't you. But wait, if he commands and restrains then it must be true, right? Then he must actually be the Son of Elohim, right?? Nonsense! Just look at him over there as he devours yon lamb. He neither washes his hands nor wipes his mouth. RAVENOUS! There is no way it's him. It's just more of his glam. Smoke and mirrors with this one. We will just have to see then, won't we, because I'm betting this guy is as false as a wooden tooth. Plus, we can't have this guy continuing to run around thinking he's king of all creation and pulling the wool over everyone's eyes. And to think, he actually had me convinced - ME! He almost deceived ME! But I still can't help to wonder, even just a little, that he might be the One. No one commands me. These mortals bid me nothing. But I still want to know. I have to know. I need to know….

The US thought it was certain that this wasn't the Son of Elohim, but it still had its doubts. So it resolved to know. Knowledge makes one feel more secure. Knowledge makes one certain, and certainty makes one resolute. Yahusha made the US feel extremely inferior. The US sought to remedy this. Knowledge would alleviate this discomfort, one way or the other. And so YAHUAH, dwelling in Yahusha, was crucified in the flesh, by the flesh, so that the flesh could gain knowledge, knowledge concerning this man who just ate from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And my how the wheel of time turns on its rod. Gaining this knowledge would come through crushing the heel.

If it's not clear already then let it be clear now - the serpent or the Satan or US or whatever we choose to call it would not have crushed the heel of the One if it actually thought it was the One. The serpent is the craftiest creature of the field. It would not knowingly initiate its own demotion. The reason it crushes the heel of the One as it was prophesied to was because at some point it reasoned that Yahusha wasn't the One. This is clearly the case.

What we are witnessing here at the end of Yahushas time in the flesh is a repeat of the Garden and a fulfillment thereof. On this last night, Yahusha ate from the tree of knowledge when He ate the lamb, just as Adam did. As per the declaration, eating of this tree would make Yahusha like Elohim.

Gen 3:4  And the naḥash said to the woman, “You shall certainly not die.

Gen 3:5  “For Elohim knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be like Elohim, knowing good and evil.”

Only, before becoming like Elohim, man would have to stumble.

Gen 3:15  “And I put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed. He shall crush your head, and you shall crush His heel.”

In becoming the second Adam, the Decisions which were ascribed to the serpent, the man, and the woman were made manifest during that last night of Yahushas time in the flesh.

First, the serpent would eat its dust and strike the heel of the Seed of the woman:

Gen 3:14  And יהוה Elohim said to the naḥash, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all livestock and more than every beast of the field. On your belly you are to go, and eat dust all the days of your life.

Gen 3:15  “And I put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed. He shall crush your head, and you shall crush His heel.”

When YAHUAH tells the serpent that it would eat dust, what He was telling it was that it would devour man. YAHUAH says concerning the man He had made:

Gen 3:19  “By the sweat of your face you are to eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. FOR DUST YOU ARE, and to dust you return.”

Gen 3:14  And יהוה Elohim said to the naḥash,... “EAT DUST all the days of your life.

The word eat in verse 14 means to devour:

H398   (Strong)

אָכַל

'âkal

aw-kal'

A primitive root; to eat (literally or figuratively): - X at all, burn up, consume, devour (-er, up), dine, eat (-er, up), feed (with), food, X freely, X in . . . wise (-deed, plenty), (lay) meat, X quite.

There are plenty of verses which highlight the serpents role in devouring man, in its eating the dust:

Rev 12:3  And another sign was seen in the heaven: and see, a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns on his heads.

Rev 12:4  And his tail draws a third of the stars of the heaven and throws them to the earth. And THE DRAGON STOOD BEFORE THE WOMAN who was about to give birth, TO DEVOUR HER CHILD AS SOON AS IT WAS BORN.

The serpent, that is, the spirit of the flesh, yea that US from old, attempted to have Yahusha devoured as a child as soon as it gained knowledge of Him:

Mat 2:1   And יהושע having been born in Běyth Leḥem of Yehuḏah in the days of Herodes the sovereign, see, Magi from the east came to Yerushalayim,

Mat 2:2  saying, “Where is He who has been born Sovereign of the Yehuḏim? For we saw His star in the East and have come to do reverence to Him.”

Mat 2:3  And Herodes the sovereign, having heard, was troubled, and all Yerushalayim with him…

Mat 2:16  Then Herodes, having seen that he was fooled by the Magi, was greatly enraged, and he sent forth and slew all the male children in Běyth Leḥem and in all its borders, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had exactly learnt from the Magi.

Psalms speak of the serpents meal:

Psa 14:4  Have all the workers of wickedness no knowledge, Who eat up my people as they eat bread, And do not call on יהוה?

Psa 44:11  You do give us as sheep to be eaten, And You have scattered us among the nations.

Psa 44:22  But for Your sake we are killed all day long; Reckoned as sheep for the slaughter.

To devour doesn't always necessarily mean that there is actual ingestion taking place. It doesn't necessarily mean that the one devoured is eaten by other men. It can simply mean to kill. Let the grave open its mouth and have its meal. Let the beasts feast. This is the case with Yahusha.

Along with eating its dust, the serpent also struck the heel of Yahusha during His last night. And we know that this was done because it no longer thought Yahusha was the Son of Elohim.

For the woman, the pronouncement was pain and sorrow through childbirth. Mary, the mother of Yahusha, experienced the culmination of this sorrow during His crucifixion:

Jhn 19:25  And by the stake of יהושע stood His mother, and His mother’s sister, Miryam the wife of Qlophah, and Miryam from Maḡdala.

Gen 3:16  To the woman He said, “I greatly increase your sorrow and your conception – bring forth children in pain. And your desire is for your husband, and he does rule over you.”

For a mother to watch the Child she birthed and reared undergo what Mary watched Yahusha endure would have been the epitome of sorrow.

It's also worth mentioning the similarity between Mary and Eve.

Eve was produced from the flesh of the first Adam with no human father while the Second Adam was produced from Mary with no human father. Eve was named the mother of all living:

Gen 3:20  And the man called his wife’s name Ḥawwah, because she became the mother of all living.

While Mary was also the mother of the Living

Jhn 1:1   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Elohim, and the Word was Elohim.

Jhn 1:2  He was in the beginning with Elohim.

Jhn 1:3  All came to be through Him, and without Him not even one came to be that came to be.

Jhn 1:4  IN HIM WAS LIFE, and the life was the light of men.

Yahusha fulfilled the curses associated with Adam during His final night. The ground brought forth thorns and thistles as He was surrounded by such:

Ezk 2:6  “And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them, nor be afraid of their words, though thistles and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions. Do not be afraid of their words or discouraged by their looks, for they are a rebellious house.

Gen 3:17  And to the man He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘Do not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground because of you, in toil you are to eat of it all the days of your life,

Gen 3:18  and the ground shall bring forth thorns and thistles for you, and you shall eat the plants of the field.

Yahusha ate His bread in toil by the sweat of His face:

Jhn 4:33  Then the taught ones said to each other, “Did anyone bring Him food to eat?”

Jhn 4:34  יהושע said to them, “My food is to do the desire of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work.

Yahushas bread was to do the desire of Him who sent Him

Luk 22:42  saying, “Father, if it be Your counsel, remove this cup from Me. Yet not My desire, but let Yours be done.”

Luk 22:44  And being in agony, He was praying more earnestly. And HIS SWEAT became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

Gen 3:19  “By the sweat of your face you are to eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. For dust you are, and to dust you return.”

And this He did, eating His bread in toil that night until He returned to the ground being placed in His tomb.

And so we see the curses ascribed in the Garden were wrought during Yahushas last night in the flesh. These curses were pronounced in the Garden as a result of mans eating from the tree of knowledge, and the curses were wrought during Yahushas last night after Yahusha had the lamb slain and eaten, the eating from the same tree of knowledge of evil, and the wheel goes round.

Just as Eve desired to eat of that tree:

Gen 3:6  And the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree DESIRABLE to make one wise, and she took of its fruit and ate. And she also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

So did Yahusha:

Luk 22:15  And He said to them, “WITH DESIRE I HAVE DESIRED to eat this Pěsaḥ with you before My suffering,

When Yahusha ate the lamb, the Spirit of YAHUAH left Him. Do I dwell with evil?

Psa 5:4  For You are not an Ěl taking delight in wrong, Nor does evil dwell with You.

This began the stumbling.

It began on the tenth day of the month of Nisan, the day when a lamb is removed from its flock to be brought to the dwellings of men for inspection. This is the prescription for the selection of the Pesach lamb, and this is what Yahusha performed as He rode into Yerushalayim on a donkey. This officially began the loosening. This is when the bonds that bound Yahusha to YAHUAH began to be loosened. This is when Yahusha was separated from His Father just as the lamb is taken from the flock and separated from its Shepherd as it is brought nearer to the dwellings of men. The lamb is designated for destruction, and Yahusha played both the executioner and the executed the night He ate the slain lamb.

When Yahusha ordered the lamb slain to be eaten, according to His desire, He had already been spiritually separated from His Father, His Shepherd, and had for a week been transitioning into the ways of the flesh. At the eating of the lamb, Yahusha began the decline into the depths of despair that can only be conjured by the spirit of the flesh as the Spirit of YAHUAH is a Spirit of Power.

2Ti 1:7  For Elohim has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power and of love and of self-control.

After eating the lamb, Yahusha began to feel the effects of perceiving the Spirit of YAHUAH depart from Him.

Mat 26:36  Then יהושע came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to the taught ones, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”

Mat 26:37  And He took with Him Kěpha and the two sons of Zaḇdai, and HE BEGAN TO BE GRIEVED AND DEEPLY DISTRESSED.

Mat 26:38  Then He said to them, “MY BEING IS EXCEEDINGLY GRIEVED, EVEN TO DEATH. Stay here and watch with Me.”

Yahusha no longer wanted to be a part of this suicide mission. He asked repeatedly to be excused from the task

Mat 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I desire, but as You desire.”

Mat 26:44  And He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words.

At this point, Yahushas desire was no longer the desire of Elohim, but the desire of men. Yahushas desire not to have to go through this was the same thing that He rebuked Peter for earlier on:

Mat 16:21  From that time יהושע began to show to His taught ones that it was necessary for Him to go to Yerushalayim, and to suffer much from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and to be raised again the third day.

Mat 16:22  And Kěpha took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Be kind to Yourself, Master, this shall not be to You!”

Mat 16:23  But He turned and said to Kěpha, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to Me, for your thoughts are not those of Elohim, but those of men.”

One reason YAHUAH removed His Spirit from Yahusha at the end was so that Yahusha would be able to empathize with man. How could Yahusha wholly understand what His brothers and sisters have had to endure unless He Himself experienced what they did? The pangs of walking in the flesh would have been magnified for Yahusha because He knew what it was like to walk with the Spirit of YAHUAH. Having experienced that level of fellowship with the Father then all of a sudden in His darkest hour having to walk without Him for a moment would have been torturous indeed. Hebrews tells us that this instilled a much deeper level of compassion within Yahusha:

Heb 2:14  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself similarly shared in the same, so that by means of His death He might destroy him having the power of death, that is, the devil,

Heb 2:15  and deliver those who throughout life were held in slavery by fear of death.

Heb 2:16  For, doubtless, He does not take hold of messengers, but He does take hold of the seed of Aḇraham.

Heb 2:17  So in every way He had to be made like His brothers, IN ORDER TO BECOME A COMPASSIONATE AND TRUSTWORTHY HIGH PRIEST in matters related to Elohim, to make atonement for the sins of the people.

Heb 2:18  FOR IN WHAT HE HAD SUFFERED, Himself being tried, HE IS ABLE TO HELP THOSE WHO ARE TRIED.

And so YAHUAH removed His Spirit from Yahusha so that He would be able to commit the crime which would justify His doing the time. It would be after the stumbling of eating the flesh and depending on Peter for deliverance that YAHUAH would restore His Spirit in Yahusha. YAHUAH would not have Yahusha walk alone for very long.

Just as Yahusha had to walk without the Spirit for a moment so that He could experience what it was like to be man in his stumbling and trial, YAHUAH restored Himself to Yahusha before His chastisement in order to experience the penalty of transgression just as He had subjected man to, to be able to empathize with man. This was His guilt offering.

When Yahusha began to experience the physical effects of stumbling in the flesh YAHUAH reenters Yahusha:

Isa 40:28  Did you not know? Have you not heard? The everlasting Elohim, יהוה, the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearchable.

Isa 40:29  HE GIVES POWER TO THE FAINT, and to those who have no might HE INCREASES STRENGTH.

Isa 40:30  Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men stumble and fall,

Isa 40:31  but those who wait on יהוה RENEW THEIR STRENGTH, they raise up the wing like eagles, they run and are not weary, they walk and do not faint.

YAHUAH states that He does not grow faint:

Isa 40:28  …the Creator of the ends of the earth, NEITHER FAINTS nor is weary…

The Spirit of YAHUAH was not in Yahusha as he grew faint and needed his strength renewed:

Luk 22:42  saying, “Father, if it be Your counsel, remove this cup from Me. Yet not My desire, but let Yours be done.”

Luk 22:43  AND THERE APPEARED A MESSENGER FROM HEAVEN TO HIM, STRENGTHENING HIM.

Luk 22:44  And being in agony, He was praying more earnestly. And His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

We see YAHUAH announce Himself through Yahusha immediately after He was strengthened:

Jhn 18:4  יהושע, then, knowing all that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?”

We see here that after He was strengthened, or restored, Yahusha is now back to a state of knowing

Jhn 18:4  יהושע, then, knowing all that would come upon Him…

In the Garden of Geth Yahusha was uncertain. He asked Peter and the others to watch and pray that He not be overtaken as He did the same. This was according to the spirit of the flesh. Now, in His arrest, He has been renewed and is back to knowing.

Jhn 18:5  They answered Him, “יהושע of Natsareth.” יהושע SAID TO THEM, “I AM.” And Yehuḏah, who delivered Him up, was also standing with them.

Jhn 18:6  When, therefore, He said to them, “I AM,” THEY DREW BACK AND FELL TO THE GROUND.

When YAHUAH announced Himself through Yahusha, the effects were overpowering.

Psa 29:4  The voice of יהוה is with power, The voice of יהוה is with greatness.

When Moses asked YAHUAH who he should say it was that sent him to the children of Yisrael to deliver them from bondage to Mitsrayim, He told him to tell them “I AM” has sent.

In the Garden of Geth, when Yahusha was being delivered up to death for the purpose of delivering mankind from the bondage to the flesh, when asked concerning His identity, YAHUAH once again gave the “I AM”.

When YAHUAH delivered Yisrael from the bondage to Mitsrayim, the night of Pesach became the time of release. Similarly, when Yahusha was delivered up to deliver man from his bondage, the night of release also fell on Pesach.

Yahusha grew faint as he experienced the sudden absence of YAHUAH within him, the sudden extraction of the Spirit of Life and Power. Isaiah 29 details this time of Yahushas anguish.

Isa 29:1   Woe to Ari’ěl, to Ari’ěl,...

Isaiah 29 is a parable concerning the distress of Ariel, and Ariel is an epithet for Yahusha, the Lion of YAHUAH. The name Ariel means “Lion of El”:

אֲרִאֵל אֲרִיאֵל

'ărı̂y'êl 'ări'êl

ar-ee-ale', ar-ee-ale'

From H738 and H410; lion of God, that is, heroic: - lionlike men.

Isa 29:1   Woe to Ari’ěl, to Ari’ěl, the city where Dawiḏ dwelt! Add year to year, let festivals come around.

The phrase is “add year to year, let festivals come around”. The word “add” means to destroy:

e-Sword

H5595   (Strong)

סָפָה

sâphâh

saw-faw'

A primitive root; properly to scrape (literally to shave; but usually figuratively) together (that is, to accumulate or increase) or away (that is, to scatter, remove or ruin; intransitively to perish): - add, augment, consume, destroy, heap, join, perish, put.

Isaiah is referring to roughly a three-year period. Year to year and then let a festival come around. The festival of course is Pesah. The KJV renders this verse as:

Isa 29:1  Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! Add year to year; let them kill sacrifices

The word “sacrifices” is:

H2282   (Strong)

חָג חַג

chag châg

khag, khawg

A festival, or a victim therefor: - (solemn) feast (day), sacrifice, solemnity.

Total KJV occurrences: 62

Its first appearance in Scripture is used to refer to Pesach:

Exo 10:8  And Mosheh and Aharon were brought back to Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve יהוה your Elohim. Who are the ones that are going?”

Exo 10:9  And Mosheh said, “We are going with our young and our old, with our sons and our daughters, with our flocks and our herds we are going, FOR WE HAVE A FESTIVAL יהוה.”

Its next use is for the same:

Exo 12:13  ‘And the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I shall pass over you, and let the plague not come on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Mitsrayim.

Exo 12:14  ‘And this day shall become to you a remembrance. And you shall celebrate it as a FESTIVAL to יהוה throughout your generations – celebrate it as a festival, an everlasting law.

And we see its rendering as sacrifice:

Exo 23:18  “Do not slaughter the blood of My slaughtering with leavened bread, and the fat of My festival shall not remain until morning.

Exo 23:18  Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifice with leavened bread; neither shall the fat of my sacrifice remain until the morning.

There is only one festival which commands a sacrifice, and that be Pesach. Yom Kippurim commands sacrifice, but no festival, but rather, fasting.

So, in the mentioning of the woes of Ariel, Isaiah is saying this in the context of a three-year period as well as destruction, sacrifices, and Pesach.

Isa 29:1   Woe to Ari’ěl, to Ari’ěl, the city where Dawiḏ dwelt! Add year to year, let festivals come around.

Yahusha is the city where David dwelt, the seed of David, with city being synonymous with a house or tent, basically a place of dwelling.

Rev 22:16  “I, יהושע, have sent My messenger to witness to you these matters in the assemblies. I AM THE ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID, the Bright and Morning Star.”

Yahusha says that He is the root and the offspring of David. That is to say, He is the beginning, the root, and the end, the offspring.

The root, or beginning, of David, is a reference to Adam. Yahusha is telling us that He is the first Adam. He is also the Second.

David was described as ruddy:

1Sa 16:12  And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and handsome. And יהוה said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is the one!”

The root of ruddy is Adam:

H132   (Strong)

אַדְמוֹנִי אַדְמֹנִי

'admônı̂y 'admônı̂y

ad-mo-nee', ad-mo-nee'

From H119; reddish (of the hair or the complexion): - red, ruddy

H119   (Strong)

אָדַם

'âdam

aw-dam'

To show blood (in the face), that is, flush or turn rosy: - be (dyed, made) red (ruddy).hn

Yahusha is the Lion of Yehudah:

Rev 5:5  And one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Yehuḏah, the Root of Dawiḏ, overcame to open the scroll and to loosen its seven seals.”

And so Ariel, the lion of the tribe of Yehudah, the “Lion of El”, the tent, or house, or body, the offspring of David, is Yahusha.

Isa 29:2  “And I shall distress Ari’ěl, and there shall be mourning and sorrow, and it shall be to Me as Ari’ěl.

YAHUAH says He shall distress Ariel, and it will be to Him as Ariel. This is showing YAHUAH sharing in the distress of Yahusha as He joined Yahusha during His chastisement.

Isa 29:8  And it shall be as when a hungry man dreams, and see, he eats; but he awakes, and his being is empty; or as when a thirsty man dreams, and see, he drinks; but he awakes, and see, he is faint, and his being is longing. Thus shall the crowd of all the nations be who fight against Mount Tsiyon.

Yahusha eating the lamb and having the Spirit of YAHUAH depart Him is like a man who dreams and eats only to awaken and find himself empty, finding himself faint and longing for the Spirit that formerly inhabited him.

Php 2:6  who, being in the form of Elohim, did not regard equality with Elohim a matter to be grasped,

Php 2:7  BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF, taking the form of a servant, AND CAME TO BE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN.

Php 2:8  And having been found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, death even of a stake.

In emptying Himself, Yahusha entered into an altered state.

Isa 29:9  Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves and be blind! They are drunk, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.

After describing the man who eats and then finds himself empty, Isaiah says to pause and wonder. “Wonder” is:

H8539   (Strong)

תָּמַהּ

tâmahh

taw-mah'

A primitive root; to be in consternation: - be amazed, be astonished, marvel (-lously), wonder.

It means to be amazed or astonished. This is the state Yahusha found himself in after eating the lamb and finding himself blinded to the Spirit of YAHUAH:

Mrk 14:33  And He took with Him Kěpha, and Ya‛aqoḇ, and Yoḥanan, and HE BEGAN TO BE GREATLY AMAZED, and to be deeply distressed.

“Greatly amazed” above means to be astonished:

G1568   (Strong)

ἐκθαμβέω

ekthambeō

ek-tham-beh'-o

From G1569; to astonish utterly: - affright, greatly (sore) amaze.

Astonished is:

:feeling or showing great surprise or wonder: ASTOUNDED, AMAZED

Upon eating the lamb, Yahusha became deeply astonished, or surprised, as he began to take on the crookedness of the flesh and suddenly found Himself in a new state of awareness, like He just woke up from a dream only to find himself in a nightmare.

Along with wonder, Yahusha also was “blinded”:

Isa 29:9  Pause and wonder! BLIND YOURSELVES AND BE BLIND! They are drunk, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.

The word for blind above is:

H8173   (Strong)

שָׁעַע

shâ‛a‛

shaw-ah'

A primitive root; (in a good acceptation) to look upon (with complacency), that is, fondle, please or amuse (self); (in a bad one) to look about (in dismay), that is, stare. (cry out is by confusion with H7768.): - cry (out) [by confusion with H7768], dandle, delight (self), play, shut.

It means to look about, or stare, in dismay. Dismay means to be distressed:

dis·may

past tense: dismayed; past participle: dismayed

cause (someone) to feel consternation and distress.

Dismay means to be distressed:

Mrk 14:33  And He took with Him Kěpha, and Ya‛aqoḇ, and Yoḥanan, and HE BEGAN TO BE GREATLY AMAZED, and to be DEEPLY DISTRESSED.

Along with distressed, dismay means to lose courage or resolution.

dismay

verb

transitive verb

1

: to cause to lose courage or resolution (as because of alarm or fear)

dismay

noun

1

: sudden loss of courage or resolution from alarm or fear

Resolution means:

-a firm decision to do or not to do something.

Yahusha wondered, or became greatly amazed and astonished, and became dismayed, or distressed, and in this state lost his courage and resolution to accomplish the very thing he had been announcing that he must achieve:

Mat 26:39  And going forward a little, He fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I desire, but as You desire.”

These are certainly not the words of one who is resolute to accomplish a thing. Quite the opposite, actually. I hope I am painting an adequate picture of how ROUND 2 wrapped up.

After Yahusha ate the lamb and expressed that his will was no longer the Will of the Father, YAHUAH stepped back in.

Luk 22:41  And He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and falling on His knees He was praying,

Luk 22:42  saying, “Father, if it be Your counsel, remove this cup from Me. Yet not My desire, but let Yours be done.”

Luk 22:43  AND THERE APPEARED A MESSENGER FROM HEAVEN TO HIM, STRENGTHENING HIM.

Luk 22:44  And being in agony, He was praying more earnestly. And His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

Once Yahusha asked to be excused from His chastisement, and then asked that not his will but that YAHUAHS Will be done, YAHUAH reentered Him as this was the only way that Yahusha would be able to fulfill His purpose:

Mat 19:25  And when His taught ones heard it, they were very astonished, saying, “Who then is able to be saved?”

Mat 19:26  And looking intently יהושע said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with Elohim all is possible.”

Yahusha began to grow faint as he had to walk in the flesh and bear the weight of his crookedness. He needed YAHUAH with him to be able to continue:

Mat 26:41  “Watch and pray, lest you enter into trial. The spirit indeed is eager, but the flesh is weak.”

The flesh is weak, and would faint in facing His strife:

Isa 57:15  For thus declares the high and exalted One who dwells forever, whose Name is set-apart, “I dwell in the high and set-apart place, with him who has a bruised and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of bruised ones.

Isa 57:16  “For I would not strive forever, nor am I wroth forever, FOR THE SPIRIT WOULD GROW FAINT BEFORE ME, even the beings I have made.

YAHUAH announces, concerning the one with whom He chooses to dwell, namely Yahusha, that He would not strive with him forever. That is to say that He would not be at odds with him, and in this case that meant stepping out and temporarily leaving Yahusha to bear the pain of his eating from the tree of knowledge of evil. YAHUAH says that if He allowed this to continue that Yahusha would grow faint, which is what happened. And so YAHUAH restores Himself to Him:

Isa 57:17  “For the crookedness of his unfair gain I was wroth and I struck him. I hid Myself and was wroth, and he went on backsliding in the way of his heart.

Isa 57:18  “I have seen his ways, but now I heal him, and I lead him, and restore comforts to him and to his mourners,

After Yahusha ate the lamb until he expired on the cross, He entered a state in the flesh that he had previously not known and that he would not be rid of until he expired. His eyes were opened after he ate the lamb, and they were opened in the flesh. Once his fleshly eyes were opened, the only thing that could close them would be death.

Once YAHUAH restored Himself to Yahusha, Yahusha was unable to fully perceive YAHUAHS presence, because to have one's eyes open in the flesh is to be blinded spiritually.

Seeing they see but do not understand. Unless you are born again you are unable to perceive the reign of Elohim.

The words Yahusha spoke after His being strengthened in Geth were not His own, but the Father spoke through Him.

Mat 10:18  “And you shall be brought before governors and sovereigns for My sake, as a witness to them and to the nations.

Mat 10:19  “But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it shall be given to you in that hour what you shall speak,

Mat 10:20  for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking in you.

When He said “I AM”:

Jhn 18:3  Yehuḏah, then, having received the company of soldiers, and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with lanterns, and torches, and weapons.

Jhn 18:4  יהושע, then, knowing all that would come upon Him, went forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?”

Jhn 18:5  They answered Him, “יהושע of Natsareth.” יהושע said to them, “I AM.” And Yehuḏah, who delivered Him up, was also standing with them.

Jhn 18:6  When, therefore, He said to them, “I AM,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

When He said, “I AM”, it wasn't Yahusha that spoke, but the Father who dwelt in him.

All that Yahusha said before the heads and leaders was the Father speaking through Him as a witness.

That which he said on the stake was not all the Father, but mostly Yahusha, the blind one, the one no longer aware of his Fathers presence in him:

Mat 27:46  And about the ninth hour יהושע cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Ěli, Ěli, lemah sheḇaqtani?” that is, “My Ěl, My Ěl, why have You forsaken Me?”

And so this is the plight of Yahusha immediately before round 3. The last week prior to his crucifixion he was transitioning into his acting according to the flesh. It was the binding of Yahusha and the reentry of the US into the house of Yahusha unto the eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil and the penalty thereof. The night in the Garden was the closing of ROUND 2.

As YAHUAH comes forward again in Yahusha as he was praying in Geth, the stage was set for the final round. When YAHUAH restored Himself to Yahusha, the US was not allowed to be “cast out” of Yahushas House as it was after Yahushas immersion by John in the Yarden. It was made to stay. It was going to have to endure the Great Judgment. It would hold its tongue:

Pro 24:7  Wisdom is high for a fool; He does not open his mouth in the gate.

When YAHUAH restored Himself to Yahusha, the US was driven to the door, to the edge, of the House, or the gate, and held its tongue as it was made to endure the Judgment.

Pro 16:1  To man belongs the preparations of the heart, But from יהוה is the answer of the tongue.

Pro 16:2  All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, But יהוה weighs the spirits.

Pro 16:3  Commit your works to יהוה, And your plans shall be established.

Pro 16:4  יהוה has made all for His purpose, And also the wrong for the day of evil.

Pro 16:5  Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to יהוה; Hand to hand: he goes not unpunished.

In the next chapter we will understand the culmination of ROUND 3.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 6

Round Three

The Final Confrontation

✦ ✦ ✦

Round 3

All three rounds began with the questioning of who this man was.

We see it as Yahusha stood before the council:

Luk 22:66  And when it became day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came together and they led Him into their council, saying,

Luk 22:67  “IF YOU ARE THE MESSIAH, say it to us.” And He said to them, “If I say to you, you would not believe it at all,

Luk 22:68  and if I asked you, you would not answer Me at all.

Luk 22:69  “From now on the Son of Aḏam shall sit on the right hand of the power of Elohim.”

Luk 22:70  And they all said, “ARE YOU THEN THE SON OF ELOHIM?” And He said to them, “You say that I am.”

Luk 22:71  And they said, “Why do we need further witness? For we heard it ourselves from His mouth.”

We can see how things have progressed here in front of the council. Remember, we battle not with flesh and blood. Even though it looks like the members of the council on the outside, it is still the US that works through them.

The US said to Yahusha, “If You are the Messiah, say it to us.” It said If you are the Son of Elohim, say it to us. And in response, Yahusha says, “If I say to you, you would not believe it at all, and if I asked you, you would not answer Me at all.”

Yahusha tells the US that it would not believe Him if He said He was the Son of Elohim. This is because Yahusha knew that the US no longer believed it was dealing with the One when it watched Yahusha eating the slain lamb.

Yahusha then says, “and if I asked you, you would not answer Me at all.” Yahusha was the one who did the asking in ROUND 2 when He asked Peter, “Who do you say I am?” And the US through Peter answered, “You are the Son of Elohim.” But now things have changed. Now the US doesn't believe that He is enough to give an answer. The US actually began to heavily doubt the entire last week before Pesach, but it was the lamb that sealed the deal.

In His last week, Yahusha overturned the tables in the temple and said You have turned this house into a den of thieves. Yahusha was speaking to the fact that His House had been breached. The US had returned with its reinforcements:

Luk 11:26  then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there.

At this, the US had turned the House into a den of thieves. Yahusha began to show not the fruit of the thoughts of Elohim, but the thoughts of men. YAHUAH had proclaimed that His body was the True House of Elohim and not some temple made with men's hands.  While Yahusha was referring to His body when He said that His Fathers House had been turned into a den of thieves, He was also speaking of the physical temple, as He was acting as a reflection of the corrupted state of man being represented through Yisrael,

The thing that the US had been trying to do in the wilderness was now being realized. By tempting Yahusha to dash His foot against a stone and to take reign over the earth, the US was trying to get Yahusha to want to take hold of the Exalted state that He would achieve after His death. The US was playing this temptation against His identity. “If you are the Son of Elohim, then…”. The US was simultaneously trying to sow seeds of doubt and was also tempting Yahusha to force the conditions of the Second Coming before He suffered the pains which would qualify Him to inherit those conditions. Do not awaken Love before its time. The Song of Solomon writes of this in Chapters 2 and 3:

Sng 2:7  I have put you under oath, O daughters of Yerushalayim, By the gazelles or by the does of the field, DO NOT STIR UP NOR AWAKEN LOVE until it pleases.

Do not stir up nor awaken love until it pleases. Yahusha began to stir up love the week before Pesach:

Mat 21:10  And as He entered into Yerushalayim, ALL THE CITY WAS STIRRED, saying, “Who is this?”

Mat 21:8  And most of the crowd spread their garments on the way, while others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the way.

Mat 21:9  And the crowds who went before and those who followed cried out, saying, “Hoshia-na to the Son of Dawiḏ! Blessed is He who is coming in the Name of יהוה! Hoshia-na in the highest!”

Song chapter 2 is a Song concerning Yahusha:

Sng 2:1  I am the rose of Sharon, The lily of the valleys.

Sng 2:2  Like a lily among thorns, So is my love among the daughters.

Sng 2:3  Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest, So is my beloved among the sons. I delighted in his shade and sat down, And his fruit was sweet to my taste.

Yahusha is the Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the Valleys. He is the Vine and the Blossom.

The Blossoms are ruined by the foxes:

Sng 2:15  Catch the foxes for us, The little foxes that spoil the vines, And our vines are all blossom.

The foxes are the false prophets and those who rule with influence over the people:

Ezk 13:4  “O Yisra’ěl, your prophets have been like foxes among ruins.

These foxes include murderous kings:

Luk 13:31  On the same day there came certain Pharisees, saying to Him, “Get out and go from here, for Herodes wishes to kill You.”

Luk 13:32  And He said to them, “Go, say to that fox, ‘See, I cast out demons and perform healings today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.’

Sng 2:15  Catch the foxes for us, The little foxes that spoil the vines, And our vines are all blossom.

Verse 8 speaks of the beloved “skipping on hills”:

Sng 2:8  The voice of my beloved! See, he is coming, Leaping on the mountains, skipping on the hills.

The word skip is better translated as to stop or to die:

H7092   (Strong)

קָפַץ

qâphats

kaw-fats'

A primitive root; to draw together, that is, close; by implication to leap (by contracting the limbs); specifically TO DIE (from gathering up the feet): - shut (up), skip, stop, take out of the way.

The hill on which the beloved stops, or dies, is the Hill of Calvary.

While Song chapter 2 highlights the first coming of Yahusha 2000 years ago, Song chapter 3 highlights the Second Coming and the interval in between:

Sng 3:1  On my bed at night I sought the beloved of my being; I sought him, but I did not find him.

Sng 3:2  "Come, let me arise, and go about the city, In the streets and in the broad places I seek the beloved of my being.” I sought him, but I did not find him.

Verses 1 and 2 speak of the time after the first coming of Yahusha, the time which began in Acts 1:

Act 1:6  So when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Master, would You at this time restore the reign to Yisra’ěl?”

Act 1:7  And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.

They are asking about the timing of the conditions surrounding the Second Coming

Act 1:9  And having said this, while they were looking on, He was taken up, and a cloud hid Him from their sight.

Act 1:10  And as they were gazing into the heaven as He went up, see, two men stood by them dressed in white,

Act 1:11  who also said, “Men of Galil, why do you stand looking up into the heaven? This same יהושע, who was taken up from you into the heaven, shall come in the same way as you saw Him go into the heaven.”

After this He was sought after but not found.

And then in verses 3 and 4 we see the beginnings of the time of the Second Coming:

Sng 3:3  The watchmen who go about the city found me, to whom I said, “Have you seen the beloved of my being?”

Sng 3:4  Scarcely had I passed by them, When I found the beloved of my being. I held him and would not let him go, Until I had brought him to the house of my mother, And into the room of her who conceived me.

Interestingly enough, there are many children along with select others, the majority however being children, who are suddenly having dreams of being in the presence of who some call God and who some call Jesus, (what they choose to call matters not to me as the language that is being spoken is the language of the heart), and these are having dreams right now of being beckoned to embrace this figure whom they speak of most lovingly.

Sng 3:4  Scarcely had I passed by them, When I found the beloved of my being. I held him and would not let him go, Until I had brought him to the house of my mother, And into the room of her who conceived me, and many of these enter into that embrace.

Many of these children have been recorded taking their testimony of these embracing encounters to their mothers. Also, Solomon is relating chapter 3 in the form of a dream, which further drives the prophetic parable home:

Sng 3:1  On my bed at night I sought the beloved of my being; I sought him, but I did not find him.

What we are seeing with the visions and dreams of these mostly children is the beginning of the fruition of the time spoken of in Joel:

Jol 2:28  “And after this it shall be that I pour out My Spirit on all flesh. And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men dream dreams, your young men see visions.

Jol 2:29  “And also on the male servants and on the female servants I shall pour out My Spirit in those days.

Jol 2:30  “And I shall give signs in the heavens and upon the earth: blood and fire and columns of smoke,

Of these signs that are of blood and fire and columns of smoke is the burning of the red heifer. These dreams and visions and signs will all coalesce.

These children being called into the presence of the Elohim and relating these matters is the perfecting of praise:

Mat 21:15  But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonders which He did, and the children crying out in the Set-apart Place and saying, “Hoshia-na to the Son of Dawiḏ!” they were greatly displeased,

Mat 21:16  and said to Him, “Do You hear what these say?” And יהושע said to them, “Yes, have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of babes and nurslings You have perfected praise’?”

Many of these children are sent back with messages and words for parents and other elders. These children are used as intermediaries as the parents would not be able to stand in His presence to receive the words. They would be like Daniel, Ezekiel, John, and countless others. A life of living in the flesh would have them feeling of no worth. The parents would not be able to experience that level of intimacy. Their weight would be too great and the unbridled realization of their crookedness too much to bear in that setting. This is why the children. Consider the following verses:

Mal 3:2  “And who is able to bear the day of His coming, and who is able to stand when He appears? For He is like the fire of a refiner, and like the soap of a launderer.

Jer 30:21  And his Prince shall be from him, and his Ruler shall come from among him. And I shall bring him near, and he shall approach Me, for who is this who pledged his heart to approach Me?’ declares יהוה.

Isa 11:6  And a wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and a leopard lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together, and a little child leads them.

After Solomons mention of this time of dreams and visions, he describes the Second Coming:

Sng 3:6  Who is this coming out of the wilderness Like columns of smoke, Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, From all the merchant’s fragrant powders?

Sng 3:7  See, it is Shelomoh’s couch – Sixty mighty men are around it, Of the mighty men of Yisra’ěl,

Sng 3:8  All of them holding swords, Skilled in battle, Each one has his sword on his thigh Because of fear in the night.

Who is this perfumed with myrrh and frankincense?

Mat 2:11  And coming into the house, they saw the Child with Miryam His mother, and fell down and did reverence to Him, and opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

It is Yahusha during the time of the Second Coming. We see the servants who stand with Him:

Sng 3:7  See, it is Shelomoh’s couch – Sixty mighty men are around it, Of the mighty men of Yisra’ěl,

Sng 3:8  All of them holding swords, Skilled in battle, Each one has his sword on his thigh Because of fear in the night.

And the girding of the swords on the thigh:

Psa 45:3  Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty One, Your excellency and Your splendour.

Psa 45:4  And ride prosperously in Your splendour, On the matter of truth and humility, righteousness; And let Your right hand lead You to awesome matters.

Psa 45:5  Your arrows are sharp In the heart of the Sovereign’s enemies – Peoples fall under You.

Psa 45:8  All Your garments are myrrh and aloes, cassia; Out of the palaces of ivory, Stringed instruments have made You glad.

Psa 45:16  Instead of Your fathers are Your sons, Whom You appoint princes in all the earth.

Psalm 2 speaks of the appointed time of the Second Coming when the Beloved stands with His entourage:

Psa 2:2  The sovereigns of the earth take their stand, And the rulers take counsel together, Against יהוה and against His Messiah, and say,

Psa 2:3  “Let us tear apart Their bonds, And throw away Their ropes from us.”

Psa 2:4  He who is sitting in the heavens laughs, יהוה mocks at them.

Psa 2:5  Then He speaks to them in His wrath, And troubles them in His rage, saying,

Psa 2:6  “But I, I have set My Sovereign on Tsiyon, My set-apart mountain.”

Psa 2:7  “I inscribe for a law: יהוה has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have brought You forth.

Psa 2:8  Ask of Me, and I make the nations Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth Your possession.

Psa 2:9  Break them with a rod of iron, Dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ ”

During His last week, Yahusha began to slide into the mindset of a king while He was still in servant form. Because of the spirit of the flesh now being allowed to operate within Him, Yahusha began to exalt Himself in His heart:

Jhn 12:14  And יהושע, having found a young donkey, sat on it, as it has been written:

Jhn 12:15  “Do not fear, daughter of Tsiyon, see, your Sovereign is coming, sitting on the colt of a donkey.”

And we know that before the fall cometh pride:

Pro 16:2  All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes, But יהוה weighs the spirits.

Pro 16:5  Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to יהוה; Hand to hand: he goes not unpunished.

Pro 16:7  When a man’s ways please יהוה, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

Pro 16:18  Before destruction comes pride, And before a fall a haughty spirit!

Pro 16:25  There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.

Pro 16:32  He who is patient is better than the mighty, And he who rules over his spirit than he who takes a city.

The prophecies concerning Yahusha coming in on the donkey were prophecies concerning Yahusha fulfilling this fleshly rite. After this was the turning over of the tables in the temple, a structure which was never the actual House of YAHUAH:

1Co 3:16  Do you not know that you are a Dwelling Place of Elohim and that the Spirit of Elohim dwells in you?

Yahushas actions in the temple displayed the spirit of the flesh.

Pro 16:6  By loving-commitment and truth crookedness is pardoned. And in the fear of יהוה one turns away from evil.

Pro 16:7  When a man’s ways please יהוה, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

This shows another manifestation of the thoughts of men. Then Yahusha curses the fig tree:

Mat 21:18  And returning to the city early in the morning, He became hungry.

Mat 21:19  And seeing a single fig tree by the way, He came to it and found naught on it but leaves, and said to it, “Let no fruit grow on you ever again.” And immediately the fig tree withered.

Again we see echoes of ROUND 1. In the wilderness Yahusha was hungry. He was tempted by the US which was trying to regain its house. Here at the fig, the US has already regained the house, and we see a much different response from Yahusha regarding his hunger. In the wilderness, being guided by YAHUAH, Yahushas response to his hunger was that he shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that comes from YAHUAH. Here at the fig, being guided in the flesh, his response was to curse and kill the fig tree because it bore no fruit to satisfy his hunger.

Jhn 10:10  “The thief does not come except to steal, and to slaughter, and to destroy. I have come that they might possess life, and that they might possess it beyond measure.

Pro 16:23  The heart of the wise gives discretion to his mouth, And he increases learning to his lips.

Pro 16:24  Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, Sweet to the being, and healing to the bones.

Yahushas House had become the den of thieves, and the newfound fruit of His works bore witness. This is why during the last week the efforts of the US through Judas and the heads to kill Him began to ramp up. The US had regained entry as YAHUAH allowed Himself to be diminished in perception. This culminated in the eating of the lamb. Job 19 mentions the persecution of Yahusha for this reason:

Job 19:19  All my intimate friends loathe me, and those whom I love have turned against me.

Job 19:20  My bone clings to my skin and to my flesh, and I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.

Job 19:21  Show favour to me, show favour to me, O you my friends, for the hand of Eloah has struck me!

Job 19:22  Why do you persecute me like Ěl does, and are not satisfied with my flesh?

It could be asked of many devout followers of Judaism, “Why do you persecute me like Ěl does, and are not satisfied with my flesh?”

Many devout followers of Judaism reject the flesh of Yahusha and depend upon the flesh of beasts.

Yahusha spoke of this:

Jhn 6:51  “I am the living bread which came down out of the heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever. And indeed, the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.”

Jhn 6:52  The Yehuḏim, therefore, were striving with one another, saying, “How is this One able to give us His flesh to eat?”

Jhn 6:53  יהושע therefore said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Aḏam and drink His blood, you possess no life in yourselves.

Jhn 6:54  “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood possesses everlasting life, and I shall raise him up in the last day.

Jhn 6:55  “For My flesh is truly food, and My blood is truly drink.

Jhn 6:60  Therefore many of His taught ones having heard, said, “This word is hard, who is able to hear it?”

Jhn 6:66  From then on many of His taught ones withdrew and were not walking with Him any more.

His flesh is still rejected and has been, since days of long yest, even from times first hour, for the flesh and food given to man by his Creator has always been to do the will of YAHUAH.

Back to Job 19:

Job 19:25  For I know that my Redeemer lives, and as the Last shall rise over the dust;

Job 19:26  and after my skin has been struck off, then in my flesh I shall see Eloah,

Job 19:27  whom I myself shall see on my side, and not a stranger. My kidneys have failed within me!

Job 19:28  If you say, ‘Why do we persecute him?’ Seeing the root of the matter has been found in me,

Why do we persecute Him? Is it not because the root of the matter was found in Him? And what is the root of the matter? It is the eating of the slain lamb, the same lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

Jer 11:15  “Why should My beloved be in My house – she has done wickedness with many. And does the set-apart flesh remove your evil from you? Then you rejoice?

Jer 11:16  “יהוה has named you, ‘Green Olive Tree, Beautiful, of Goodly Fruit.’ With the noise of a great sound He has set it on fire, and its branches shall be broken.

Jer 11:17  “And יהוה of hosts, who planted you, has spoken evil against you for the evil of the house of Yisra’ěl and of the house of Yehuḏah, which they have done against themselves to provoke Me, by burning incense to Ba‛al.”

Jer 11:18  And יהוה made it known to me, and I know it. Then You showed me their deeds.

Jer 11:19  But I was like a gentle lamb brought to the slaughter. And I did not know that they had plotted against me, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, and let us cut him off from the land of the living, and let his name be remembered no more.”

And so now we find ourselves in ROUND 3. The US has bound the strong man so that it could retake the House and lay siege to and plunder it.

Mat 12:29  “Or how is one able to enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he shall plunder his house.

The US is going for the win by asking Yahusha if He is the Son of Elohim strictly to attempt to get Him to give enough of an affirmative to charge Him with blasphemy and violation of their law.

Yahusha before Pilate:

Luk 23:3  And Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the Sovereign of the Yehuḏim?” And answering him He said, “You say it.”

Jhn 19:19  And Pilate wrote a title too, and put it on the stake, and it was written: יהושע OF NATSARETH, THE SOVEREIGN OF THE YEHUḎIM.

Jhn 19:20  Many of the Yehuḏim therefore read this title, for the place where יהושע was impaled was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, in Greek, in Roman.

Jhn 19:21  So the chief priests of the Yehuḏim said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The Sovereign of the Yehuḏim,’ but, ‘He said, “I am the Sovereign of the Yehuḏim.” ’ ”

Once again the conversation is concerning Yahushas identity. Inquiring minds want to know.

Now that Yahusha has satiated Himself in the flesh by the blood of the slain lamb, YAHUAH has blinded His eyes from seeing. It's kind of like saying that upon eating the lamb, His eyes were opened and He now knew that He was naked, or corrupt. And so His attention and focus now shifted to Himself and His folly. He was so preoccupied with Himself at this point that He was unable to perceive YAHUAHS presence. He was blinded.

Isaiah 42 speaks of this:

Isa 42:1   “See, My Servant whom I uphold, My Chosen One My being has delighted in! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He brings forth right-ruling to the nations.

Isa 42:2  “He does not cry out, nor lifts up His voice, nor causes His voice to be heard in the street.

Isa 42:6  “I, יהוה, have called You in righteousness, and I strengthen Your hand and guard You, and give You for a covenant to a people, for a light to the nations,

Isa 42:13  יהוה goes forth like a mighty man. He stirs up ardour like a fighter. He cries out, yes, shout aloud. Over His enemies He shows Himself mighty.

Isa 42:14  “I have kept silent from of old, I have been still and held Myself back. Like a woman in labour I now cry out, I pant and gasp at once.

Isa 42:16  “And I shall lead the blind by a way they have not known – in paths they have not known I lead them. I make darkness light before them, and crooked places straight. These matters I shall do for them, and I shall not forsake them.

Isa 42:19  “Who is blind but My servant, or deaf as My messenger whom I send? Who is blind as he who is at peace, and blind as the servant of יהוה?

Isa 42:25  So He has poured on him His burning displeasure and the strength of battle, and it set him on fire all around, yet he did not understand. And it burned against him, yet he did not take it to heart!

Yahusha is the blind servant whom YAHUAH strengthens, strengthening Him as He prayed in the Garden of Geth as He asked to be excused. To “strengthen the hand” in verse 6 above means to “take by the hand”. YAHUAH took Yahusha by the hand because of His newfound blindness as he walked down this path formerly unknown.

Yahusha not causing his voice to be heard is showing that it wasn't him who spoke but the Father who spoke through him

Isa 42:14  “I have kept silent from of old, I have been still and held Myself back. Like a woman in labour I now cry out, I pant and gasp at once.

YAHUAH was right there with Yahusha leading Him on like a lamb to the slaughter. YAHUAH experienced all of the stripes and bearings and humiliations in the vessel of Yahusha.

As Yahusha was lifted up on His stake, the US moved through the crowd, taking hold of the minds and mouths of its many subjects. It chanted its mantra, “If you are the Son of Elohim”...

Mat 27:39  And those passing by were blaspheming Him, shaking their heads,

Mat 27:40  and saying, “You who destroy the Dwelling Place and build it in three days, save Yourself! IF YOU ARE THE SON OF ELOHIM, come down from the stake.”

Mat 27:41  And likewise the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocking, said,

Mat 27:42  “He saved others – He is unable to save Himself. IF HE IS THE SOVEREIGN OF YISRAEL, let Him now come down from the stake, and we shall believe Him.

Mat 27:43  “He trusted in Elohim, let Him rescue Him now if He desires Him,  FOR HE SAID, ‘I AM THE SON OF ELOHIM.’ ”

Luk 23:35  And the people were standing, looking on, and the rulers also were sneering with them, saying, “He saved others, let Him save Himself IF HE IS THE MESSIAH, the chosen of Elohim.”

Luk 23:36  And the soldiers were mocking Him too, coming and offering Him sour wine,

Luk 23:37  and saying, “IF YOU ARE THE SOVEREIGN OF YEHUDAH, save Yourself.”

Luk 23:38  And there was also an inscription written over Him in letters of Greek, and Roman, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE SOVEREIGN OF THE YEHUḎIM.

Luk 23:39  And one of the evil-doers who were hanged, was speaking evil of Him, saying, “IF YOU ARE THE MESSIAH, save Yourself and us.”

The US wanted to send a message. Let all who see this understand and tremble. If you want to come at me and challenge my throne, if you want to attempt to usurp my authority and position as ruler of man, this is what you will get. Let everyone know and remember that this man claimed to be the “Son of Elohim”:

Jhn 19:19  And Pilate wrote a title too, and put it on the stake, and it was written: יהושע OF NATSARETH, THE SOVEREIGN OF THE YEHUḎIM.

Jhn 19:20  Many of the Yehuḏim therefore read this title, for the place where יהושע was impaled was near the city, and it was written in Hebrew, in Greek, in Roman.

Jhn 19:21  So the chief priests of the Yehuḏim said to Pilate, “DO NOT WRITE, ‘The Sovereign of the Yehuḏim,’ BUT, ‘HE SAID, “I am the Sovereign of the Yehuḏim.” ’ ”

Jhn 19:22  Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

And so, in slaying and devouring the Lamb of YAHUAH, the Lamb that was Yahusha, the Son of Elohim, that Eternal Tree, the flesh gained its knowledge:

Mat 27:54  And when the captain and those with him, who were guarding יהושע, saw the earthquake and all that took place, they feared exceedingly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of Elohim!”

Mrk 15:39  And when the captain, who was standing opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed His last, he said, “Truly this Man was the Son of Elohim!”

Luk 23:31  “Because if they do this to the green tree, what is going to be done to the dry tree?”

In receiving chastisement and death at the hand of the flesh in man for eating the lamb, eating of the tree of knowledge, YAHUAH reconciled Himself to man and rendered His guilt offering:

Isa 53:4  Truly, He has borne our sicknesses and carried our pains. Yet we reckoned Him smitten·, stricken by Elohim, and afflicted.

Isa 53:5  But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our crookednesses. The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed…

Isa 53:10  But יהוה was pleased to crush Him, He laid sickness on Him, that WHEN HE MADE HIMSELF AN OFFERING FOR GUILT, He would see a seed, He would prolong His days and the pleasure of יהוה prosper in His hand.

On the surface, it seems as if ROUND 3 was won by the flesh. It had its way. It got to watch what it deemed some sorcerers apprentice full of pretentious promises and empty hope hang from the gallows of Golgotha, and another one bites the dust. At least, that's what the judges would have scored the round in that moment.

What we witnessed in ROUND 1 in the wilderness was Yahusha denying the US which was forced out of him and its departure, conceding the round to Yahusha until its more convenient time.

In ROUND 2 at Caesarea Philippi, we saw the US politically bide its time until it was given the authority it needed to reenter the House. Giving the US the upper hand here seemed like suicide. Round goes to the US.

In ROUND 3 we see the culmination of the parable of the unclean spirit that goes out from a man:

Luk 11:26  then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.”

And the last state of that man is worse than the first. From Gethsemane to Golgotha, the last state of Yahusha most certainly proved to be worse than the first.

In ROUND 3, what was observed was the flesh of a man in the throes of death. According to the wisdom of the world, Yahusha was just another brick in the wall, another stone tossed to be lost in the tides of time.

Isa 29:1   Woe to Ari’ěl, to Ari’ěl, the city where Dawiḏ dwelt! Add year to year, let festivals come around.

Isa 29:2  “And I shall distress Ari’ěl, and there shall be mourning and sorrow, and it shall be to Me as Ari’ěl.

Isa 29:3  “And I shall encamp against you all around, I shall lay siege against you with a mound, and I shall raise siege-works against you.

Isa 29:4  “And you shall be brought low and speak out of the ground, and your speech shall be low, out of the dust. And your voice shall be like a medium’s, out of the ground, and your speech whisper out of the dust.

But the time had come that the wisdom of the world should perish.

Isa 29:14  “Therefore, see, I am again doing a marvellous work among this people, a marvellous work and a wonder. And the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their clever men shall be hidden.”

What was not perceived at that time was the Spiritual battle that was raging in full swing.

On the surface it appeared that a man was trampled by the wheels of popular opinion and had just given up the good fight, what was not as obvious was that a much greater trial was transpiring, the Hammer of YAHUAH initiating the Hearing, and that the Great Gavel of the God of all creation was pounding out a decision.

With every strike of the spike, all of the Messengers of YAHUAH in the Heavenly places echoed GUILTY! GUILTY! GUILTY! Oh Great Bringer of Balance and Fair Facilitator of the relations of men, Your work is Perfect, and Righteously reconciles itself!

What was not as obvious was that on that night which would live on in infamy, YAHUAH engineered the judging of the flesh by the flesh. YAHUAH momentarily withdrew from Yahusha after eating the lamb, receding into the shadows, so Yahusha could be immersed in the flesh. YAHUAH was peering through the lattice, if you will:

Sng 2:9  My beloved is like a gazelle or like a young stag. See, he is standing behind our wall, Looking through the windows, Peering through the lattice.

Yahusha was allowed to eat the lamb so that He could replicate the Garden crime and do what Adam was incapable of doing, and that was to pay the price of death in that day. In doing this it was necessary that Yahusha operate out of the same spirit as Adam. YAHUAH had to commandeer the vessel of Yahusha as he was operating in this spirit. In his blinded state, it was necessary that YAHUAH take Yahusha by the hand and lead Him down a path not travelled by the flesh, and that path was the Road to Redemption.

In walking this path, Yahusha was totally immersed in the flesh as He was being led by YAHUAH. In walking this path, Yahusha would be chastised and suffer the penalty of the Garden crime, the penalty of death. This chastisement would come at the hands of the flesh. While in the flesh, Yahusha was judged by the flesh, and if Satan casts out Satan, how does his kingdom stand?

Mat 12:23  And all the crowds were amazed and said, “Is this the Son of Dawiḏ?”

Mat 12:25  And יהושע knew their thoughts, and said to them, “Every reign divided against itself is laid waste, and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand.

Mat 12:26  “And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then does his reign stand?

Jhn 12:31  “Now is the judgment of this world, now the ruler of this world shall be cast out.

Mat 12:27  “And if I, by Be‛elzebul, do cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? Because of this they shall be your judges.

This was YAHUAH speaking. He casts out demons using Beelzubul to do the work of casting its own kingdom out. Yahusha goes on to pronounce that Beelzebul works through their own as judges to cast itself out.

They will certainly be the judges, as it is spoken and written:

Gen 9:4  “But do not eat flesh with its life, its blood.

Gen 9:5  “But only your blood for your lives I require, from the hand of every beast I require it, and from the hand of man. FROM THE HAND OF EVERY MANS BROTHER I require the life of man.

Gen 9:6  “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood is shed, for in the image of Elohim has He made man.

Until YAHUAH pours out His Wrath and completes His displeasure at the end, man is the judge of man. There have been times when YAHUAH has exercised His Judgements, but for the most part, the flesh is used to judge the flesh. YAHUAH commands that Satan cast out Satan. It is righteous that a thing rightly judges itself. This is the most righteous form of judgment. Yahusha is the Greatest example of this most righteous form of Judgment. Other examples include Ahithophel, the advisor of King David who hung himself for his own crookedness as well as Judas, he of Qerioth, who also hung himself for his own misdoings. Ahithophel was a forerunner of Judas in that he tried to sell King David out, handing him over to death, just as Judas did with Yahusha. In working out his own righteousness, Judas followed Yahusha indeed, carrying his own stake. If this not the case, then do tell me, who will judge Judas? Verily I say unto you, Judas has judged himself, and he has done so righteously.

In judging Yahusha after eating the slain lamb, the US was condemning the flesh for doing the very thing that it was judged for in the Garden of Eden. It was the eating of the slain lamb in the Garden that placed the flesh in bondage to man unto its destruction, and it was Yahushas eating of the slain lamb that coaxed it into judging the One it feared and loathed for doing the same thing it desires to do from the beginning.

Rom 2:1   Therefore, O man, you are without excuse, everyone who judges, for in which you judge another you condemn yourself, since you who judge practise the same wrongs.

In the next chapter we will summarize.

✦ ✦ ✦


CHAPTER 7

In Summary

The Influence That Overtook the House

✦ ✦ ✦

In Summary

It was through the peers of Peter and other apostles that the influence of the flesh was permitted to overtake the House of Yahusha, just as it was through the nations that influence was allowed to overtake the House of Yisrael. This is a manifestation of the spiritual principle of man's subjugation to the flesh through his peers.

Man is a binding agent. Man was made to attract and hold the spirit of the flesh to it. Consider the strength of these spiritual bonds:

Mat 17:19  Then the taught ones came to יהושע by Himself and said, “Why were we unable to cast him out?”

Mat 17:20  And יהושע said to them, “Because of your unbelief, for truly, I say to you, if you have belief as a mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it shall move. And no matter shall be impossible for you.

Mat 17:21  “But this kind does not go out except through prayer and fasting.”

The bond between man and spirit is so strong that Yahusha likens the loosening of this bond to a supernatural act, comparing this loosening to casting mountains into seas by way of sheer belief, much like what happened when yon tomb raider was freed from his bonds:

Mrk 5:2  And when He came out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit,

Mrk 5:3  who had his dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind him, not even with chains,

Mrk 5:6  And seeing יהושע from a distance, he ran and bowed down to Him,

Mrk 5:7  and having called out with a loud voice, said, “What have I to do with You, יהושע, Son of the Most High Ěl? Swear to Elohim not to torture me.”

Mrk 5:8  For He had said to him, “Come out of the man, unclean spirit!”

Mrk 5:9  And He was asking him, “What is your name?” And he answered, saying, “My name is Legion, because we are many.”

Mrk 5:10  And he begged Him very much that He would not send them out of the country.

Mrk 5:11  Now a great herd of pigs was there, feeding NEAR THE MOUNTAINS.

Mrk 5:12  And all the demons begged Him, saying, “Send us to the pigs, so that we enter into them.”

Mrk 5:13  And He gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered into the pigs – they were about two thousand – and the herd rushed down the steep place INTO THE SEA, and drowned in the sea.

Mat 17:19  Then the taught ones came to יהושע by Himself and said, “Why were we unable to cast him out?”

Mat 17:20  And יהושע said to them, “Because of your unbelief, for truly, I say to you, if you have belief as a mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it shall move. And no matter shall be impossible for you.

The unclean spirit in the tomb raider was cast out of the man and bound to the pigs, and from the mountains they were cast into the sea.

Mrk 11:23  “For truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says, shall be done, he shall have whatever he says.

The entirety of creation is constructed according to this dynamic of bonds, the laws of bindings and loosenings, or unbindings. Hydrogen binds to oxygen and then we have a water molecule. Water is cooled and the hydrogen atoms begin to densely clump together and bind with each other making ice. The water is heated and the hydrogen atoms begin to loosen and separate from each other, giving each individual water molecule enough space to change its state, from ice to water, and eventually even to the point of vapor. YAHUAH spoke and He separated the waters, or loosened them. Along with this natural law of bindings and loosenings, we have a natural law of raising and casting down. You don't cast mountains into the mountains. Mountains are cast into the sea. This is a physical representation of the natural course of the spirit of the flesh which has rule for a time, but is eventually humbled and abased, cast from a high position to a much lower one. This is inevitable, just as inevitable as water turning to vapor through the unbinding of its molecules and rising from the seas to the mountains, and then its molecules binding again and falling to the earth. This is according to the Will and Law of YAHUAH.

Matter is constructed and deconstructed in accordance with the laws of bonds. At the most basic level, elements are united with and divorced from other elements by way of binding and loosening. Atoms/Adams are transformed by way of binding and loosening.

An atom is the smallest part of a substance that cannot be broken down chemically. Man, that is “Adam”, is the basic unit that was made to bind with the spirit of the flesh. The binding of the spirit of the flesh with man creates a new element, just as the binding of hydrogen with oxygen makes water. The spirit of the flesh can be removed from, or loosened, from man, and when this happens, what you are left with is the man atom/adam, and this man atom cannot be broken down anymore.  Adam/atom is the core of that element that was mankind in the flesh. This is what I spoke of earlier. Adam/atom at its most basic level is the “throne” of man. Other things can attach to man and “sit” on man's throne, but they are not inseparable. These things that attach are able to be taken away. When this happens a vacuum is created that must be filled. Man's throne was created to be occupied. This principle of man's throne being a vacuum of spiritual control can be observed through man's vie for control over the earth. The position of authority has never been vacated since man's conception. The seat may be occupied by different persons, but it has yet to be emptied. The position of control is a vacuum and is emptied as easily as one exhales and is filled as naturally as one inhales. It happens that suddenly. It may tarry but it will not fail.

So why was man subjected to this binding to the spirit of the flesh? To put it very plainly, YAHUAH created mankind as a mode through which He could judge and refine the carnal spirit of the flesh, and simultaneously, He is using mankind as a mode through which He propagates the exaltation and the glorification of The Spirit of YAHUAH, the esteeming of The Spirit of Elohim, and He is doing this by using man as a vessel by which He recreates Himself. Man is the seat and epicenter of Spiritual transformation and reform:

Rom 8:19  For the intense longing of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of Elohim.

Rom 8:20  For the creation was subjected to futility, not from choice, but because of Him who subjected it, in anticipation,

Rom 8:21  that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage to corruption into the esteemed freedom of the children of Elohim.

Rom 8:1   There is, then, now no condemnation to those who are in Messiah יהושע, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

Rom 8:2  For the torah of the Spirit of the life in Messiah יהושע has set me free from the torah of sin and of death.

Rom 8:3  For the Torah being powerless, in that it was weak through the flesh, Elohim, having sent His own Son in the likeness of flesh of sin, and concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh,

Rom 8:12  So then, brothers, we are not debtors to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.

Rom 8:13  For if you live according to the flesh, you are going to die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you shall live.

YAHUAH gave the spirit of the flesh to rule man and He made man to rule the earth and serve spirit. Mankind and the spirit of the flesh went together like a hand in a glove. The reason YAHUAH gave the spirit of the flesh dominion over man was so that the spirit of the flesh could openly act according to its own desire with nothing to obstruct it. The vessel of man would provide a means by which the spirit of the flesh could be judged and corrected by way of witnesses who judge according to its proven actions. Without the vessel of man, the spirit of the flesh was just thought and desire with no action. Without matter, there was no realization or manifestation. The spirit of the flesh was given man for the same reason Adam was given Eve - so that its crookedness could be realized.

And so man was created so that the spirit of the flesh could have a means by which it could act out its rebellious nature and then be judged accordingly. YAHUAH wasted no time in His purpose:

Gen 2:7  And יהוה Elohim formed the man out of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils breath of lives. And the man became a living being…

Gen 2:16  And יהוה Elohim commanded the man, saying, “Eat of every tree of the garden,

Gen 2:17  but do not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for in the day that you eat of it you shall certainly die.”...

Gen 3:9  And יהוה Elohim called unto Aḏam and said to him, “Where are you?”

Gen 3:10  And he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid myself.”

Gen 3:11  And He said, “Who made you know that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?”...

Gen 3:14  And יהוה Elohim said to the naḥash, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all livestock and more than every beast of the field. On your belly you are to go, and eat dust all the days of your life.

Gen 3:15  “And I put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed.b He shall crush your head, and you shall crush His heel.” Footnote: bFirst promise of the Messiah.

Gen 3:16  To the woman He said, “I greatly increase your sorrow and your conception – bring forth children in pain. And your desire is for your husband, and he does rule over you.”

Gen 3:17  And to the man He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘Do not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground because of you, in toil you are to eat of it all the days of your life,

People are a lot like atoms. Atoms are naturally predisposed to seek to form bonds with other atoms. Just as with atoms, some bonds are stronger than others. Some people marry and remain with their partner for life. This is like the covalent type of bond which exists between atoms, a bond nearly impossible to break. Some people get married and divorced seven times only to remain single. These are like ionic bonds which are much weaker bonds of atoms.

When two people come together and form a bond that's founded on the attraction of each others character and spirit, these bonds tend to prove to be much stronger than those whose attraction is based more on physical qualities. Physical attraction can lead to strong bonds, as the physical attraction allows two people time to get to know each other better, and often the two have an attraction of character and spirit, but this isn't always the case. Conversely, just because two people form an attraction based on their character and spirit doesn't mean that it will remain. But sometimes the bond is for a lifetime, and sometimes for an eternity, and these bonds are always character and spirit bonds.

The point is people are made to form tight spiritual bonds. Prior to the giving of the Spirit of YAHUAH, the greatest example of this is man's subjection and binding to the spirit of the flesh.

Man was made to bond with the spirit of the flesh, and the spirit of the flesh binds with itself through mans peers. Through this relationship the flesh feeds from the fruit of itself. Fear, hatred, jealousy, and envy are just a few of the emotions that the flesh works to cultivate by way of the interpersonal relationships between its subjects. The same spirit uses one person to provoke another to jealousy or anger, and the same spirit then feeds off said emotion as it is produced in the other person. The spirit of the flesh is very much like a drug addict, and its drug is the array of chemical cocktails produced by the nephesh, the living creatures of the earth, both man and beast. If not man, then give us to the pigs, it reasoned. These chemicals of the nephesh produce a spiritual effect, and translate into emotions such as jealousy or anger or fear, and it is this spiritual fruit the flesh feeds on. Its drug of choice is the negative ones, the “hot” ones. These produce the sharpest and loudest effect and gives the fleshly spirit the most bang for its buck. Thus, we have the admonition to starve the flesh.

And so now the question is what can we glean from all of this? What valuable thing can we take away from this understanding?

First, we can take away that, as it pertains to peer influence, man's peers aren't solely responsible for man's transgression. Mans heart is extremely impressionable and responsive to suggestions. Man submits to the desires of his own heart, and since days of long yest these desires have been moulded by the flesh. These fleshly desires are frequently triggered by way of external stimuli such as peer influence.

Yahusha did not take hold of messengers to uphold Him. Rather, He took hold of men, peers, specifically, those from the seed of Abraham, children of Faith.

Isa 41:8  “But you, Yisra’ěl, are My servant, Ya‛aqoḇ, whom I have chosen, the descendants of Aḇraham who loved Me,

Isa 42:19  “Who is blind but My servant, or deaf as My messenger whom I send? Who is blind as he who is at peace, and blind as servant of יהוה?

Isa 42:24  Who gave Ya‛aqoḇ for plunder, and Yisra’ěl to the robbers? Was it not יהוה, He against whom we sinned? For they would not walk in His ways, and they did not obey His Torah!

With the Faith comes the stumbling, for all have fallen short in this matter. And so it has always been written. And so it has always been done. Even Abraham, who is called the father of the faith, lacked in faith from time to time:

Gen 17:17  And Aḇraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Is a child born to a man who is a hundred years old? Or is Sarah, who is ninety years old, to bear a child?”

To err is human.

If Yahusha had taken hold of messengers, He would not have had to endure His chastisement but would have been delivered out of it. It would have been equivalent to Adams desire to deliver himself from the just reward of death that he incurred as a result of eating from the tree. But unlike Adam, Yahusha, the son of Adam, the Second, was brought forth to reconcile Adams discrepancy, and this meant not being delivered from His obligation. This meant Yahusha had to cast His heel against yon stone with no reservation of crying off. This meant not taking hold of Messengers. This meant telling Peter “do you not know that I am able to call down twelve legions of Messengers to deliver me”, and then saying “but I have to resist calling on Messengers in order for the Scriptures to be filled”.This meant taking hold of His fleshly peers. And why this way? The easy answer is to fulfill Scripture. The easy answer is that He had to lean on that which does not uphold for the purpose of stumbling. The easy answer is that He humbled Himself and made Himself like man. But why?

We have already discussed this as well. YAHUAH, through His Son, His Vessel of flesh through whom He chose to divest Himself and enter into this grand tragedy, chose to endure and subject Himself to the very thing that He created man to have to endure, the very thing He subjected man to, and that is futility unto death by way of stumbling over his peer.

Just as man was created in subjection to influence, pressure from his own inner influence in concert with pressures from his fellow men and women, so too YAHUAH stepped down and chose to experience this same mechanism with no safety net.

He endured the agonizing 40-day starving of the flesh as He wrestled with the internal drive to go against the Word He set for Himself. Then He allowed the US to go out and gather others to return to Him and He chose to allow His stumbling by handing the keys and authority over Himself to Peter. Some may reason that it's not the same, that Adam and other men do not choose to stumble but are powerless against it. This is true, and it's not the same, because whereas YAHUAH chose to allow Himself to be subjected to the stumble and Adam didn't, Adam never had to endure the price that Yahushas stumbling exacted. So no, it's not exactly the same, but inversely, it is. It's kind of like saying on the surface 2 plus 4 looks completely different than 12 minus 6, but really, it all comes out to the same in the end.

Through Yahushas trial in the wilderness and His interaction at Caesarea Philippi, YAHUAH was showing man that Yahusha was incapable of stumbling on His own. Yahusha was given the Indwelling of the Set Apart Spirit. Yahusha was able to receive the Fullness of the outpouring because He was made to. Yahusha was designed to receive this unique gift among men because Yahusha was conceived by the Set Apart Spirit and not by the loins of man. He was conceived by a woman who had never known a man and had never conceived a child prior, and because of this, her blood was absent of any foreign male DNA. Because of this, Yahusha was able to receive the binding of the Set Apart Spirit in its Fullness. It was able to perfectly bind with Him. Because of this, Yahusha was unable to stumble in His solitude. Yahusha was able to withstand the temptation of His fleshly nature according to the Law of Him who dwelt within Him, and that was the Law of deny thyself. YAHUAH dwelt in the Vessel of Yahusha for the purpose of stumbling in the flesh. This wasn't going to happen dwelling in the wilderness by Himself, as according to Himself, YAHUAH is unable to stumble. Man in the flesh does right according to his own desire, whatever spirit fills the throne. He was going to need help. This help in stumbling would come in the form of peer influence. Man was made to serve the flesh. It's axiomatic. Giving Peter the keys was the only way Yahusha could stumble. To say it another way, in order for Yahusha to stumble, the authority over Yahusha had to be given to corrupt man, and not incorruptible Spirit. Giving Peter the keys allowed for the fleshly peer to loosen the bond that the Spirit of YAHUAH had formed within Yahusha. Peter was given this authority to loosen the bonds:

Mat 16:19  “And I shall give you the keys of the reign of the heavens, and whatever you bind on earth shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be having been loosened in the heavens.”

In satisfying His guilt, YAHUAHS stumbling would have to come as He placed Himself in subjection to man.

Php 2:7  but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, and came to be in the likeness of men.

Isa 53:10  But יהוה was pleased to crush Him, He laid sickness on Him, that when HE MADE HIMSELF AN OFFERING FOR GUILT…

The One who subjected mankind to a life of stumbling chose to subject Himself to the same. At the heart of it, for what other reason could this be other than to empathize with man. What other reason than to bridge a gap and build a rapport, to build intimate trust and relation. For what other reason did He divest Himself and experience the lows of creation than to bring about Oneness. Atonement. The image and the likeness. Man in his natural state would never be able to rise to equality with YAHUAH. The only way some sort of reconciliation and connection could be made was for YAHUAH to lower Himself to man, and so that's what He did. He created something that could only be experienced and realized on this plane of existence. Really think about that and let that sink in. It is only through the flesh that the Greatest Love could be given and made manifest, and this Love was given to actuate a natural Law, and that Law is that whatever you invest into something, that is what you will get out of it. The golden rule and all of that:

Luk 6:38  “Give, and it shall be given to you. A good measure, pressed down and shaken together and running over shall be put into your lap. For with the same measure with which you measure, it shall be measured back to you.”

He made man to show man Mercy and Compassion and Forgiveness, and this was a lesson in training man in the way he should go, to bring about the image and the likeness.

It is necessary that man encounter stumbling blocks. It is necessary that man dwells with peers. It is necessary that man binds with the spirit of the flesh and that the spirit of the flesh in man binds man to his peers by way of the same spirit, just as natural as water molecules bind to each other by way of the hydrogen atom. It is necessary that man serve that which man was subjected to. The purpose of this is to train man in the way in which he should go. The purpose is to bring about the Knowledge of YAHUAH, the Knowledge of Mercy and Compassion and Forgiveness, and this is brought about through the mechanism of man binding to the instruction of his peers and thus, forsaking the binding to the Way of YAHUAH, and, thus, paving the way for reconciliation.

In His unbinding and loosening from the Spirit of YAHUAH, Yahusha took hold of the seed of Abraham. It was natural for Yahusha to depend on Peter for help in the Garden of Geth. In a blind state of dismay, Yahusha lost sight of the Truth.

Isa 42:19  “Who is blind but My servant, or deaf as My messenger whom I send? Who is blind as he who is at peace, and blind as the servant of יהוה?

Yahushas blindness was exemplified through His chastisement:

Luk 22:63  And the men who were holding יהושע were mocking Him, beating Him.

Luk 22:64  AND HAVING BLINDFOLDED HIM, they were striking Him on the face and were asking Him, saying, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck You?”

Luk 22:65  And they said to Him much more, blaspheming.

In the face of persecution unto His destruction He lost sight of salvation. Why have you forsaken me and all of that?

Isa 42:16  “And I shall lead the blind by a way they have not known – in paths they have not known I lead them. I make darkness light before them, and crooked places straight. These matters I shall do for them, and I shall not forsake them.

Isa 42:17  “THOSE WHO TRUST IN IDOLS, who say to the moulded images, ‘You are our mighty ones,’ shall be turned back, utterly ashamed.

Yahusha depended not upon a statue, but on the most subtle and unsuspecting idol, the One YAHUAH Himself crafted, the Work of His own Hands, and that was the work that is man, in this case Peter.

Psa 146:3  Do not put your trust in princes, In a son of man, in whom is no deliverance.

Psa 146:4  His spirit goes out, he returns to his earth; In that day his plans perish.

Psa 146:5  Blessed is he who has the Ěl of Ya‛aqoḇ for his help, Whose expectancy is in יהוה his Elohim,...

Psa 146:6  Maker of the heavens and earth, The sea and all that is in them, Who is guarding truth forever,

Psa 146:7  Doing right-ruling for the oppressed, Giving bread to the hungry. יהוה releases those who are bound,

Psa 146:8  יהוה YAHUAH OPENS THE EYES OF THE BLIND, יהוה raises those who are bowed down, יהוה loves the righteous.

Isa 42:16  “And I shall lead the blind by a way they have not known – in paths they have not known I lead them...

Isa 42:17  “THOSE WHO TRUST IN IDOLS, who say to the moulded images

Psa 146:3  DO NOT PUT YOUR TRUST in princes, In a son of man, in whom is no deliverance.

Deu 32:37  “And He shall say, ‘Where are their mighty ones, The rock (Petros/Peter) in whom they sought refuge?

Deu 32:38  Who ate the fat of their slaughterings, And drank the wine of their drink offering? Let them arise and help you, Let it be a hiding-place for you!

Deu 32:39  See now that I, I am He, And there is no Elohim besides Me. I put to death and I make alive. I have wounded, and I heal. And from My hand no one delivers!

Yahusha let go of his inheritance, His binding with the Spirit of YAHUAH and depended on Peter for help:

Jer 17:4  “And you, even of yourself, shall let go of your inheritance which I gave you. And I shall make you serve your enemies in a land which you have not known, for you have kindled a fire in My displeasure which burns forever.”

Jer 17:5  Thus said יהוה, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his arm, and whose heart turns away from יהוה.

As we touched on in a previous post, Adam exalted the beasts and sought help through them. Yahusha also sought deliverance through His peers, the Works of YAHUAHS Hands, and man has misunderstood from the word go.

Rom 1:20  For since the creation of the world His invisible qualities have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, both His everlasting power and Mightiness, for them to be without excuse,

Rom 1:21  because, although they knew Elohim, they did not esteem Him as Elohim, nor gave thanks, but became vain in their reasonings, and their undiscerning heart was darkened.

Rom 1:22  Claiming to be wise, they became fools,

Rom 1:23  and changed the esteem of the incorruptible Elohim into the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds and of four-footed beasts and of reptiles.

In His blinded state it is perfectly understandable that Yahusha seeks aid from that which He could perceive. Losing sight of the Spirit of YAHUAH, it is natural that Yahusha  clung to the flesh and the agents thereof. In the flesh, Yahusha sought the help of the flesh for aid and support. Deep calls to deep, as the Psalmist put it:

Psa 42:7  Deep calls to deep at the sound of Your waterfalls; All Your waves and breakers passed over me.

Psa 42:9  I say to Ěl my Rock, “Why have You forgotten me? Why do I go mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?”

Here in Psalm we see a prophecy concerning Yahusha. On the stake He cried My El! Why have you forsaken me? In Psalm 42 this is prophesied as “Why have you forgotten me?”

Psa 42:3  My tears have been my food day and night, While they say to me all day, “Where is your Elohim?”

Psa 42:4  These I remember, AND POUR OUT MY BEING WITHIN ME. For I used to pass along with the throng; I went with them to the House of Elohim, With the voice of joy and praise, A multitude celebrating a festival!

Yahusha poured out His being unto death, as mentioned here in Psalm 42 as well as Isaiah 53:

Isa 53:12  Therefore I give Him a portion among the great, and He divides the spoil with the strong, because HE POURED OUT HIS BEING UNTO DEATH, and He was counted with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Deep calls to deep is referring to Yahushas fleshly spirit depending on Peter for salvation. It is the epitome of the fruit of man's blindness.

Yahusha was subjected to the spirit of the flesh so that He could bind with His peer and depend on man for salvation. This is the same corruption man has repeatedly succumbed to, depending on the works of his own hands for deliverance. It was only appropriate that Yahusha, being the Vessel of YAHUAH, depend on what was the Works of His own Hands for salvation, and that would be mankind.

In His stumbling, Yahusha would enter into a state of confused disorientation. In this state of defenseless weakness He would be surrounded by His pursuers and overtaken. The natural response in this state is to seek to be rescued out of it. Please do not let these sinners capture me. But it was necessary for righteousness sake that man submit to the flesh in judgment. Let the flesh judge itself, yea, for it is righteous. By way of the flesh alone this would be impossible, but with YAHUAH all things are possible, and so YAHUAH stepped back into the moment and took Yahusha by the hand in order to lead Adam down a path formerly not known, down the trail which had never been trodden, the Road to Redemption.

It was through mans subjection to the peer by way of the spirit of the flesh that man would stumble, and it is according to the stumbling that man would learn humility. It is from man's humility that man would be exalted by way of the indwelling of YAHUAH. One cannot perceive exaltation unless they first experience humility. You have to go through the valley to get to the mountain as they say. It is the law of rising and falling.

The reason YAHUAH subjected man to the flesh was so that He could teach man the value of Love. Man was created devoid of this understanding. YAHUAH wanted to show man the Greatest Love, the Love of laying one's life down for His peers and subjects. YAHUAH chose to act this out through Yahusha.

In order to accomplish this, YAHUAH created a system in which man would be bound to the spirit of the flesh, a spirit which would prompt man to walk contrary to the Way of YAHUAH, and the consequence for this disobedience would be death.

This system made an allowance for forgiveness. Where there is no trespass there can be no forgiveness. Man was subjected to trespasses so that man could learn about forgiveness, and mercy and compassion.

Mat 9:11  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His taught ones, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

Mat 9:12  And יהושע hearing this, said to them, “Those who are strong have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

Mat 9:13  “But go and learn what this means, ‘I desire compassion and not offering.’ For I did not come to call the righteous to repentance, but sinners.”

Mat 12:3  But He said to them, “Have you not read what Dawiḏ did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him:

Mat 12:4  how he went into the House of Elohim and ate the showbread which was not right for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, but only for the priests?

Mat 12:5  “Or did you not read in the Torah that on the Sabbath the priests in the Set-apart Place profane the Sabbath, and are blameless?

Mat 12:6  “But I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the Set-apart Place.

Mat 12:7  “And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire compassion and not offering,’ you would not have condemned the blameless.

It seems that man has a habit of condemning the blameless, even unto self-condemnation.

YAHUAH is recreating Himself in man. YAHUAH is not making mortals whom He has to forever micromanage according to a system of rewards predicated on aversion therapy.

YAHUAH is training man to walk in His Law. In bringing this about it is necessary that YAHUAH cultivate this understanding through a long process of futility in the flesh unto the perfection and purification of man by way of the catalyst which is the spirit of the flesh.

It was necessary that Yahusha be placed in subjection to His peers. This was the only way that He would stray, and it was through His straying that Redemption would be made manifest. It was through Redemption that Mercy and Compassion and Forgiveness would be realized. It was by way of Mercy and Compassion and Forgiveness that thankfulness and gratitude and joy would be perfected in mankind.

Psa 30:5  For His displeasure is for a moment, His delight is for life; Weeping might last for the night, But joy comes in the morning.

These are things that could only exist on this plane of existence, on the material plane, and only by way of the transgression of the flesh.

Why is all of this being revealed now? We have had the Scriptures for centuries, and for centuries this knowledge has been sealed up. I'm reminded of Daniel:

Dan 12:1   “Now at that time Miḵa’ěl shall stand up, the great head who is standing over the sons of your people. And there shall be a time of distress, such as never was since there was a nation, until that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, every one who is found written in the book,

Dan 12:2  and many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth wake up, some to everlasting life, and some to reproaches, everlasting abhorrence.

Dan 12:3  “And those who have insight shall shine like the brightness of the expanse, and those who lead many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.

Dan 12:4  “But you, Dani’ěl, hide the words, and seal the book until the time of the end. Many shall diligently search and knowledge shall increase.”

Daniel records the answer to “why now?”:

Dan 12:3  “And those who have insight shall shine like the brightness of the expanse, and those who lead many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.

We have reached a season when knowledge is increasing, and the reason for this is to lead many to righteousness.

Righteousness is living by faith:

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the Good News of Messiah, for it is the power of Elohim for deliverance to everyone who believes, to the Yehuḏi first and also to the Greek.

Rom 1:17  For in it the righteousness of Elohim is revealed from belief to belief, as it has been written, “But the righteous shall live by belief.”

And the faith shall come by hearing:

Rom 10:17  So then belief comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Elohim.

But the knowledge according to the faith has fallen as is the matter of course:

2Ti 4:3  For there shall be a time when they shall not bear sound teaching, but according to their own desires, they shall heap up for themselves teachers tickling the ear,

2Ti 4:4  and they shall indeed turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to myths.

There is a promised time when the love of many shall wax cold and there be a great falling away and all of that. The root of this apostasy is the lacking of Truth:

Hos 4:1   Hear the word of יהוה, you children of Yisra’ěl, for יהוה has a case against the inhabitants of the land: “For there is no truth or loving-commitment or knowledge of Elohim in the land…

Hos 4:6  “My people have perished for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being priest for Me. Since you have forgotten the Torah of your Elohim, I also forget your children.

If faith comes by hearing the Truth, and in the end the Truth is lacking, then it lends to reason that it is because of this lacking in Truth that faith is scarce when the Son of Adam returns. To remedy this, the Words of a Book must be unsealed to release the knowledge and lead many back to righteousness, to lead many back to faith. The unveiling of Truth leads to hearing, and through the hearing comes the faith.

Dan 12:3  “And those who have insight shall shine like the brightness of the expanse, and those who lead many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever.

Dan 12:4  “But you, Dani’ěl, hide the words, and seal the book until the time of the end. Many shall diligently search and knowledge shall increase.”

Dan 12:9  And he said, “Go, Dani’ěl, for the words are hidden and sealed till the time of the end.

Dan 12:10  “Many shall be cleansed and made white, and refined. But the wrong shall do wrong – and none of the wrong shall understand, but those who have insight shall understand.

Isaiah speaks of this time when knowledge is revealed to refine:

Isa 48:3  “I have declared the former events from the beginning, and they went forth from My mouth, and I made you hear them. Suddenly I acted, and they came to be.

Isa 48:4  “Because I knew that you were hard, and your neck was an iron sinew, and your forehead bronze,

Isa 48:5  therefore I declared it to you long ago. Before it came I made you hear, lest you should say, ‘My idol has done them, and my carved image and my moulded image commanded them.’

Isa 48:6  “You have heard, look at them all. And do you not declare it? From now on I shall make you hear new ones, even hidden ones, which you have not known.

Isa 48:7  “Now they shall be created and not long ago. And before this day you have not heard them, lest you should say, ‘Look, I knew them.’

Isa 48:8  “No, you have not heard; no, you have not known; no, from of old your ear has not been open. Because I knew that you are indeed treacherous, and are called ’a transgressor from the womb.’

Isa 48:9  “For My Name’s sake I postponed My displeasure, and for My praise I held it back from you, so as not to cut you off.

Isa 48:10  “See, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have chosen you in the furnace of affliction.

There are many who profess belief, only their belief isn't strong. In fact there are many who profess belief who have no belief at all. The heart is deceitful, and many have simply not been given the opportunity for the True contents of their heart to be revealed. Many say they have belief and think that they have belief, and they only do this because they have not been given a good enough reason to decide that they do not believe. The threat of persecution is a good enough reason for many. Not all, mind you, but I would definitely say many. That wide road and all.

Daniel and Isaiah write that the unsealing of the Book and the presentation of new knowledge will lead many to righteousness through refinement. Take up your cross and follow me, and all of that.

There are some who can hear little and believe much. There are some who can hear much and believe little. And then there are some who believe little only because they have heard little. There are those who need things broken down and expounded upon.

What we are seeing now is the “opening of the Book”. We are learning new things which sheds light on previously obscure and mysterious Scripture. We are learning that much of this previously inexplicable Scripture is in one way or another prophetically describing some aspect of the ministry of Yahusha, either His first coming or second. This realization can lead many to belief in things previously rejected, and for many it can strengthen belief that was previously weak and fragile or altogether imagined.

This knowledge receded and faded with the apostles…

Luk 24:44  And He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all have to be filled that were written in the Torah of Mosheh and the Prophets and the Tehillim concerning Me.”

Luk 24:45  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,

And over time these stark Truths have given way to an array of schisms. This is the nature and tendency of man concerning the Truth

Isa 59:15  And the truth is lacking, and whoever turns away from evil makes himself a prey. And יהוה saw, and it displeased Him that there was no right-ruling.

Jer 7:23  “But this word I did command them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and I shall be your Elohim, and you be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, so that it be well with you.’

Jer 7:25  “From the day that your fathers came out of the land of Mitsrayim until this day, I have even sent to you all My servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending them.

Jer 7:28  “But you shall say to them, ‘This is a nation that did not obey the voice of יהוה their Elohim, nor did they accept instruction. Truth has perished and has been cut off from their mouth.

Jer 9:3  “And they bend their tongue like a bow. Falsehood, and not truth, prevails on the earth. For they proceed from evil to evil, and they have not known Me,” declares יהוה.

It is the nature of man to twist the Truth. YAHUAH reprimanded the seed of Yisrael for walking contrary to the instruction given to them through Moses. Christianity underwent the same falling away. It's mankind at its finest. It's axiomatic. There is a season for all. A time to regress and corrupt, and a time to purify and refine.

Jer 9:7  Therefore thus said יהוה of hosts, “See, I shall refine them, and shall try them, for what shall I do because of the daughter of My people?

Dan 12:9  And he said, “Go, Dani’ěl, for the words are hidden and sealed till the time of the end.

Dan 12:10  “Many shall be cleansed and made white, and refined. But the wrong shall do wrong – and none of the wrong shall understand, but those who have insight shall understand.

Part of the refining process is the revealing of these matters which have been sealed up and tucked away

Mat 13:52  And He said to them, “Therefore every scholar taught in the reign of the heavens is like a householder who brings out of his treasure matters, renewed and old.”

In the refinement, when the faith increases, the testing of the Faith will naturally arise. The donning of the white robes and all of that.

Mic 7:18  Who is an Ěl like You – taking away crookedness and passing over the transgression of the remnant of His inheritance? He shall not retain His wrath forever, for He Himself delights in loving-commitment.

Mic 7:19  He shall turn back, He shall have compassion on us, He shall trample upon our crookednesses! And You throw all our sins into the depths of the sea!

Mic 7:20  You give truth to Ya‛aqoḇ, loving-commitment to Aḇraham, which You swore to our fathers from the days of old!

It seems that compassion wins the day. Yahusha emptied Himself and walked in the flesh in order to gain compassion towards His Brothers and Sisters.

Php 2:5  For, let this mind be in you which was also in Messiah יהושע,

Php 2:6  who, being in the form of Elohim, did not regard equality with Elohim a matter to be grasped,

Php 2:7  but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, and came to be in the likeness of men.

Php 2:8  And having been found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, death even of a stake.

Heb 2:14  Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself similarly shared in the same, so that by means of His death He might destroy him having the power of death, that is, the devil,

Heb 2:15  and deliver those who throughout life were held in slavery by fear of death.

Heb 2:16  For, doubtless, He does not take hold of messengers, but He does take hold of the seed of Aḇraham.

Heb 2:17  So in every way He had to be made like His brothers, in order to become a compassionate and trustworthy High Priest in matters related to Elohim, to make atonement for the sins of the people.

This is the training. This is the way of the transformation and reformation into the image and the likeness.

One thing that stuck out to me in writing this are the newfound prophecies concerning Yahusha, such as the matter of Ariel in Isaiah 29 and the awakening of Love before its time in Songs chapter 2 and 3, along with the material presented from Job, amidst much more. I am reminded of many verses which prophesy of Yahusha, both first and second ministry, that I have come across in composing reports which I wasn't able to include in those reports simply because it was too off topic. I can recall several instances when I would come across some small verse or company of verses which clearly prophesy of Yahusha and would think that I need to do a report on said verses, but the flow of reports always kind of steered me away from doing so. Many devout Jews come to believe in Yahusha when they are presented with the iconic 53rd chapter of Isaiah. It makes me wonder how many of the natural branches would be grafted back in if they could see what we have seen. Considering what I have been shown, the glaring question which I can't keep from asking myself is “how much more?” If we have been overlooking these few examples for centuries, how much more has been overlooked.

Many of the prophecies of Yahusha have been hidden behind the Truth. They have been hidden behind Truth such as the Truths we have been revealing here at the Watering Tree. This renewed Knowledge has been giving way to the revealing of matters recorded in the Old Testament. For instance, the understanding of Yahushas blindness He experienced walking in the flesh sheds light and opens up the Truth of the verses we have mentioned here in Isaiah 42 concerning the blind servant.

From what I have gathered, and from a spiritually logical standpoint, I would say that man has probably only discovered a very small percentage of the prophecies concerning Yahusha. Maybe I should do a report on some of the unfound prophecies concerning the first ministry of Yahusha. I feel that it would probably take a very, very long time to peruse that room. What do you think, constant reader? I believe that would be a task worth undertaking.

✦ ✦ ✦
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